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“When I begin to talk to my school from the 
desk,” said a good superintendent, “I always talk 
too long. So I never begin.” That was a good way 
of meeting danger. It was a practical application of 
the principle that true safety lies in total abstinence. 
Talking to a school is poor business for a superinten- 
dent. To test the school’s knowledge of the lesson by 
a few wisely planned questions, or to send the school 
away impressed by a single pungent suggestion at the 
close of the hour’s study, is quite another thing from 
talking from the desk. Talking is not teaching. As 
a rule, it is no improvement on preaching, and preach- 
ing is not the superintendent’s mission. 


Human weakness and littleness may be a thing to 
be wept over; it is never a thing to be mocked at. 
Even the most trivial-seeming human life may have 
in it the elements of an infinite tragedy. The greatest 
dramas which have been enacted upon earth are not 
the fall of empires and the crumbling of thrones ; 
perhaps they are rather those unseen dramas wherein 
men and women, unknown to the world, have 
struggled with the weaknesses and wearinesses of 
human flesh,—have struggled and have conquered ; 
or have struggled and have died, in seeming defeat, 
leaving their life-task to other hands when their own 
are quiet ix the dust. 
nesses of may, mocks not only at man, but at Him 
who made man, and who subjected his creature to 
vanity, not in mockery, but in hope. 


Increase of knowledge is increase of power, to the 
evil as well as to the good. Teach a boy to read, and 
you give him a key to the best books of the world— 


He who mocks at the weak- 


and to its wickedest. Teach him to write, and you 
give him the power to throw his thought across a 
continent—or to blast his name with forgery and 
fraud. Introduce him to the science of medicine, and 
you thereby enable him to alleviate human suffering 
—or to poison his enemies secretly. And so with 
every other art and science, increased knowledge is 
increased power of evil as well as of good. It is not 
enough, therefore, to gather knowledge alone; much 
more important is the cultivation of the moral char- 
acter, of which knowledge is to be but the instrument. 
He who fails to provide his son or his scholar with 
the knowledge which is essential to him, does him a 
grave injury; but he does him a worse injury who 
fails to teach him how to use his knowledge for high 
and noble ends, rather than for those that are ignoble: 
and base. 


It is a real pity that so many prayer-meetings are 
spoiled which by a very little thought and effort could 
be made intensely interesting and helpful. Many 
times it is the fault of the leader. He seems to have 
made no preparation whatever for conducting the 
meeting. He does not know what chapter he wants 
to read, and he turns over half the Bible before he 


finds one with which he is satisfied. He has selected 
no hymns, and, when the time for singing comes, he 


inflicts long pauses upon the meeting while he searches 
nervously through the hymn-book for something that 
will do to announce. Or perhaps it is over-prepara- 
tion which the leader brings to the meeting,—too 
much Scripture-reading, too long a prayer, quite too 
much talking. Which of these blemishes is the most 
hurtful, it is hard to decide. To conduct a prayer- 
meeting well, there should always be preparation, and 
each portion should be brief. The leader should 
know just what he will read, and should never read 
many verses; just what he would sing, and should 
never sing many stanzas; just what he will say, and 
should never speak many minutes. Preparation, 
promptness, brevity, vivacity, life, and true devotion, 
are some of the essential elements needed to make a 
good prayer-meeting. 


Faith is not reason, but faith is the most reasonable 
thing in the world; and there can be nothing more 
unreasonable than denying.a prominent place to faith 
in the every-day actions of life. Even many of those 
who look at faith in the light of cold reason are ready 
to admit that faith is too reasonable to be wholly 
without a foundation, even though its basis is not 
mere reason. Thus Edwin Arnold, after going 
through the sphere of all the known religions with- 
out finding any “sure logic” in proof of immortality, 
concludes, concerning those who have a firm faith, 
and those who have none: “The most enviable 
[persons] are such as find, or affect to find, in the 
authority or the arguments of any extant religion, 
| sufficing demonstration of a future existence. And 
| perhaps the most foolish are these who, following 
ardent researches of science, bow so little at the knees 
of their ‘star-eyed’ mistress as to believe those forces 
which are called intellect, emotion, and will, capable 
of extinction, while they discover and proclaim the 
endless conservation of motion and matter.” ~ That’s 
it! The happiest persons in all the world are those 
| who have rest by faith. Those who are foolish above 
all, are those who are so limited in their reasoning as to 














be wholly without faith, and who have said in their 
heart, There is no Ged, and no hereafter! 








A cannon-ball secures its irresistible power only 
through being confined within encasing walls of iron 
The very pressure which shuts it in, the very impossi 
bility of escape in any direction save one, becomes 
then the occasion of its straightforward strength. A 
cannon-ball lying in broad spaces is an impotent mass 
of iron; a charge of powder exploded on the open 
ground expends itself in mere flash. It is the pres- 
ence or absence of confining forces that makes all the 
difference. And the same presence or absence makes 
much of the difference in human lives. The man 
who is hindered by no opposing force, never knows 
the joy of victory; for he never becomes capable of 
victory. It is when everything conspires to hinder 
and confine—when there is nothing to do but to go 
straight forward—that things are most favorable for 
great accomplishment. The greater the difficulties 
that have to be overcome, the greater the strength 
which results from their overcoming. Not the least 
of the circumstances which every strong man and 
every strong woman has to thank God for, is the 
pressure of circumstance which has so often hemmed 
appointed mark with the swift strength of the can- 
non-ball. To be set ‘in a broad place, with no pressure 
to force us into one path more than into another, 
would undoubtedly be more pleasant to the flesh 
than to be obliged to overcome difficulties that would 
hinder and restrain; but the result of our lives in 
such a case would probably be as futile as the empty 
flash of loose powder. God takes care that none of 
us goes through life without feeling, some time or 
other, the pressure of that necessity which calls for 
conflict and victory. 





THE SAFETY OF DANGER. 


Almost any one can see the dangerousness of dan- 
ger, but the safety of danger is not so apparent. Yet 
there is a sense in which our truest safety is in our 
constant danger; a sense in which it may be said that 
our protection from danger is through the very pres- 
ence of danger. And this practical paradox has its 
important bearing on our every-day life in the world, 
and on our life beyond this world. 

The added peril which comes through peril and the 
consciousness of peril, is illustrated in the fact that it 
is by no means so easy to walk a narrow ledge on the 
brink of a lofty precipice, or to cross a yawning abyss 
on a single girder, as it would be to tread surely 
within similar limits on a parlor carpet, or on a firm 
flagged pavement. So, again, it is shown in the fact 
that when the greatest stake is involved in a steady 
hand or in a clear head, in some important trial of 
strength or skill, the very largeness of the danger of 
failure will often unsteady the hand or confuse the 
brain, which would otherwise have been competent to 
the task of the moment without a question. This coarser 
side of the paradox is more readily seen, but it is not 
surer, than the other side. The added safety which 
comes through the recognized existence of danger is as 
real and as prevailing as the added danger through 
the same existence and recognition. 

It is the constant danger of explosion in a powder 
mill or magazine which secures the comparative safety 
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of that focal centre of explosives. It is the special 
danger of fire that gives special immunity from burn- 
ing to many amill or warehouse or dwelling which is 
stored with combustibles... It is. the ever imminent 
danger of dealing out death by a ¢aréless hand that 
makes the druggist’s eye sd watelifulpand his ordinary 
ministerings so trustworthy. It is the multiplied’and 
never intermitted dangers of the helpless babe that 
secures its safety in the ceaseless oversight of its loving 
and consciously responsible mother. It is the faet 
that danger lurks in every passing breeze, in every 
article of food or drink, and at every unguarded foot- 
step of life’s journey, that prompts the attention to 
diet and dress, and to cleanliness and ventilation and 
exercise, which in itself is measurable safety from 
the danger which has called to it. It is the public 
danger of epidemic and conflagration and crime and 
disorder, in our crowded cities, that organizes the entire 
community for sanitary and police protections, and that 
ensures safety to the rich and the poor alike; the com- 
mon safety being a result of the common danger. It is 
because there is new danger at every new second on the 
rushing train, or on the steamer off a foggy coast, that 
causes the faithful engine-driver, or the trusty pilot, 
never to turn his look or thought from his duty of 
securing the safety of those committed to his charge. 
And so at every point in the realm of physical perils. 
It is in and through the very danger of the hour that 
the safety of the hour is secured to us. 


In the mental sphere, also, it is much the same as 
in the physical, It is the danger of misunderstand- 
ing what is spoken or written that quickens the ear 
and the eye of him who would learn, and that carries 
him safely past the perils which he fears. It is. be- 
cause of his danger of not being understood in what 
he is saying, that makes a man choose his words so 
carefully as to make him safe in the consciousness that 
no one can misunderstand him now. It is because of 
the danger of forgetting what he has read or heard, 
that a man seeks and finds safety in fixing in his mem- 
ory tha: which he feels he must not Jet slip, It is be- 
in knowledge and in intellectual power, and of the 
practical consequences to himself of his remaining in 
mental ignorance, that he toils and struggles in his 
outreaching after mental acquisitions, until he is safe 
against being a drone or a laggard in the field of let- 
ters. It is, in fact, the practical danger of leaving 
truth undisclosed, in the fields of thought, of science, 
and of art, that prompts to intellectual activity gener- 
ally, and that thereby secures the aggregate results of 
study and research all the world over. If it were 
not for the dangers in the realm of the mind-powers, 
there would be far less of safety there. 


But it is in the moral sphere pre-eminently that the 
safety of danger is manifest, and that for ourselves 
and for others there is safety in proportion to the 
danger which is imminent. It is true that the simple 
demand of duty, and the innate promptings of right, 
ought to be sufficient to make every man faithful and 
unswerving in the loving service of his God, and in a 
loving regard for the welfare and needs of his fellow- 
men; but it is also true that this demand and this 
prompting are not sufficient to this end. Were it 
not for the danger of wrong-doing in this world, 
there would be far less of safety through well-doing 
in this world. 

Even with the most loving and tender heart, and 
in the largest and most generous soul, here in this 
world as it is, it is the danger which confronts one 
in wrong-doing that operates to secure safety from 
wrong-doing and its results, What if a child found 
there was no danger of grieving his mother, or of 
paining his playmate, or of making himself unhappy, 
by any act of selfishness or ill-nature, or by any 
word or look of unkindness or of discontent? Would 
he be safe against selfishness, unkindness, discontent, 
and ill-nature? Is not his safety here dependent on 
the danger which is before him? What if a husband 
and father knew there was no danger of his failing to 
make his home a happy one, through his over-atten- 
tion to his outside business, or through his inattention 


= 


to thoughtful and self-forgetting ministries to wife 
and children in that home? Could he be as safe, in 
that sphere, as a sense of the danger which he is 
watchful to avoid now makes him? What if the 
best of friends were never in danger of inconsiderate 
looks, or speech, or.conduct, in their. ordinary inter- 
course of friendship? Could they have that habit 
of gentle, tender, winsome, and impressive considerate- 
ness, in their mutual. bearing toward each other, 
which is now their safety in and through all dangers? 
Ah! it is the peril of failure that gives safety from 
that peril to the most loving and gracious heart. 

But it is not merely in the loving heart, it is also 
in the weak and erring human heart, that the safety 
of the hour largely rests in the danger of the hour. 
A godly and venerable Christian bishop recently 
spoke, in a sermon, of the steadying influence on him- 
self of the consciousness that he was always under the 
eyes of those who knew him and observed him, in the 
community where he lived. “I never step out of my 
house in that city,” he said, “I never pass along any 
street more public or retired, lam never anywhere, with- 
out being likely to be seen by some one who knows me. 
And a knowledge of this fact makes me always watchful 
of myself, and cautious. I want it to be so that who- 
ever sees me, at any time or anywhere, will be able to 
see nothing in me that is inconsistent with the char- 
acter of a loyal and faithful servant of Christ.” Would 
that Christian bishop have had this constant sense of 
personal responsibility in his representative character 
before others, if there had been no danger of incon- 
sistency between his conduct and his professions ? Was 
not his very safety in that line a corollary of his dan- 
ger in that line? Was he not, in fact, all the safer 
because of being always in danger? And was that 
Christian bishop alone in this safety of moral rectitude 
through this danger of moral deflection? Is it not 
true that we, each and all, are held back from wrong- 
doing every day, if not every hour, of our lives, by the 
danger which faces us if we turn aside or go astray? 
What if we could follow every sinful impulse of our 
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our loved ones? What if we could go just where we 
pleased, and do just what we pleased, with perfect im- 
munity from evil consequences to ourselves or to others ? 
What, indeed, if we alone were to be involved in 
the results of our wrong-doing? What if there were 
no danger of our breaking the hearts of others, of our 
wrecking a happy home, of our dishonoring a noble 
name, of our bringing into disgrace the particular 
cause which we are most closely linked with, in our 
moral defection? Could we be sure of the safety 
which is now ours in tremulous confidence, if the dan- 
ger before which we tremble were less real or less ter- 
rible?, No, it is in our danger that our safety lies. 
It.is only as we think we may fall that we are enabled 
to stand. 

Nor need we be humiliated, even though we be 
humbled, in the knowledge that we should not be safe 
if it were not for our danger. It is better for us to 
find safety in danger, than for us to be without that 
safety which is possible only through danger ; 


“ Better to be driven 
By adverse winds upon the coast of Heaven; 
Better to be, 
As it were, shipwrecked upon its rocks 
By fiercest shocks, 
Than to sail across a waveless sea 


Into a Christless immortality.” 


And both this life and the life to come will have 
largest blessing in and through the safety of danger 
in the life that now is. God knew us in our possi- 
bilities, as well as in our needs, when he gave equal 
prominence to the danger which confronts the human 
soul in the way of evil, and to the safety which is pro- 
vided for that soul in the way of good, And not only 
does God supply added help to those who realize their 
danger, and who would find in it an impulse to safety, 
but he has so ordered the course of events as to make 
the highest attainment in character and in capacity 
to be dependent on the presence of danger, and on the 





finding of safety ia and through that danger. Only 








to those who are in danger is safety from danger as- 
sured. Only out of danger is salvation itself a possi- 
bility. And alike the noble bearing of the soldier 
and the heavenly expression of the saint are a conse- 
quence of danger faced and danger triumphed over, 
and are the inspired and the inspiring witness to the 
safety of danger, through faith. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


An added interest always attaches to a hymn or a 
poem when its-history, or the circumstances of its 
prompting, are made known to the reader. There may 


be a gain in this direction, there: re, through some 
light of this sort on a poem recently published in The 
Sunday School Times from the graceful pen of Colonel 
Paul Hamilton Hayne of Georgia. The poet himself 
writes : 

I am both surprised and pleased to observe how that simple 
little poem which you lately published has been copied North 
and South. (I mean “ This too shall pass away.’’) Letters 
have reached me for autograph copies from I know not how 
many quarters, and yesterday a package from Charleston, 8. C., 
came by mail, in which I found copies of the poem printed on a 
card such as I enclose. They were sent by the Mayor of 
Charleston, a man of great reputation now in South Carolina, 
I merely mention these things as curious. 


The thought, or the phrase, on which that poem is 
based, is one of ancient Oriental origin. The story is, 
that a Persian king, whose ever-varying moods caused 
him to sway between the extremes of delight and de- 
spair, sought from the wise men of his realm some pre- 
cept or word of counsel which should give rest and poise 
to his fitful thought; and that, when all his counsellors 
had failed to bring him fitting help, his little daughter 
presented to him a ring on which were engraved the 


two Arabic words Wa-hadha yazool ( a 2 \in,) mean- 


ing, “This too shall pass away;” and the king found 
comfort in that thought. Warren Hastings gave promi- 
nence to this incident, in the English-speaking world, 
when he told this story as having suggested cheer to him 
in the hour of his severest trials. It would even seem 
possible that our Lord himself had this already popu- 
lar adage in mind when he snggested that there was 
a comfort in fis words of promise beyond the thought 
of the passing hour: “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away.”’ All that this 
life brings of joy or sorrow shall come to an end, but 
that which Jesus gives @f peace and hope shall never 
pass away. 


How to learn God’s will in our behalf, is an important 
practical question to every Christian believer; and it is 
a question which must be decided by each Christian be- 
liever for himself, rather than be decided once for all in 
everybody’s behalf. This question comes up afresh, in 
connection with a recent editorial in the columns of The 
Sunday School Times, as referred to in the following 
letter from a Kentucky correspondent: 


I have been interested in reading your artie¢le on Choosing, 
Yet Not Choosing, for it is a question I have long thought of. 
How can I choose? How shall I know what to choose? How 
am I to know that the choice is in accordance with God’s will ? 
I have often sought guidance in the past, and thought I could 
see the hand of the Lord in the lead, but the action proved dis- 
astrous. I have then asked myself if I was mistaken in the 
guiding hand. Was it the Lord’s doing, or not? If not, then 
how am I ever to know that he is guiding ? Even now I want 
light upon a matter that, to me, may be very serious. I have 
contemplated a removal to a distant city, and have asked to be 
guided by the unerring wisdom of God. How am I to know 
that my action will be right,—will be what he would sanction ? 
If I make the change, and disaster follows, then it would seem 
that I had not been led by hishand. If I fail to make the 
change, and still trouble comes, then too I am sure he has not 
led me, but I have taken my own will in the matter. The 
question with me is to know beforehand what is the will of my 
Father in heaven. Can you point out an unerring test? I have 
been told to ask and wait, and the Hely Spirit will impress me 
with the course to be pursued; but suppose the evil one im- 
presses me, then I shall be led astray. How, in these days of so 
much false teaching, are we to know what is of the Holy Spirit? 

There is one error under which this writer labors 
which ought to be pointed out before any attempt is 
made to answer the direct question raised in his letter. 
He has it in his mind that if a decision made by him, in 
the best light he has concerning God’s will in his behalf, 
be found to work against his apparent interests, he is 
necessarily to infer that there was some mistake made as 
to God’s purpose or counsel in the premises. But as a 
matter of fact, that which seems to be disaster may be the 





very result which God planned for, and therefore should 
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be accepted accordingly, not only with resignation, but 
with gratitude. Seeming ruin may be abounding success. 
That which to man looks like failure, may in God’s eyes 
be a step in the line of true progress. One’s first duty is 
to be ready to accept God’s ordering, regardless of results. 
In considering, for example, a move from one place to 
another, the prime question should be, Where would God 
have me serve him? He who, in this spirit, seeks coun- 
sel from God shall be directed. The direction may come 
‘lowly, throwing light on only one step at a time; but if 
he seeker act according to the light that is given him, 
with a chief desire to do as God directs, he will not be 
left to fatal error. And when he has acted according to 
his best view of God’s will, he has no right to infer a 


mistake because the issue is contrary to his expectations | 


or desires. As to his being deceived by a spiritual enemy, 


if he will conform his course to God’s written word, so | 
far as that will guide him, and to the best light which is | 


given to him in answer to his prayer of faith for guidance, 
he need not fear that he shall be left to go astray. 








WEAK AND STRONG. 
BY CHARLOTTE FISKE BATES, 


Call no man weak who sometimes sheds a tear 
Over the height and depth of mortal need ; 
Over the death or ill of some one dear ; 
Over a hero, or a hero’s deed. 


Call no man weak who can a grievance brook, 
And hold his peace against a red-hot word ; 
Nor him a coward, who averts his look 
For fear some sleeping passion may be stirred. 


But call him weak who tramples not in dust 
Those evil things that fascinate the heart ; 
Who fears to give his moral foe a thrust, 
And springs from duty with a coward start ; 


Who grapples not with one defiant sin, 
Whose ease and pride and pleasure keep the post. 
Where self is strongest, weakest passions win, 
Where self is weakest,—there, the valiant host! 





PREACHING-PROOF PEOPLE. 
BY PROFESSOR WILLIAM C. WILKINSON, D.D., LL.D. 


It was a powerful and thorough sermon, trom tne 11ps 
of a man naturally gifted in speech, and speaking, be- 
sides, under the inspiration and guidance of the omnipo- 
tent spirit of God. What was the effect produced? The 
record is in Acts 24. Felix trembled,—was excessively 
frightened, as it might properly be rendered. He felt 
then, it appears, the force and aim of the apostle’s 
preaching. He indeed acknowledged and proclaimed, 
by his change of countenance and tremor of body, that 
he had an apprehension of the truth, and the impor- 
tance, and the individual applicability, of what he heard. 
So sudden and surprising and overwhelming was his 
conviction of guilt, and so vivid and awful the momen- 
tary glimpse that he caught, as by a short, sharp light- 
ning flash, of the judgment-throne of Christ, and the 
retributions of the eternal state, that he could not con- 
trol his agitation. Ashamed, as he must have been, of 
betraying his weakness in the presence of his queen, and 
doubly ashamed to confess the influence which the words 
of a prisoner and a barbarian and a Jew had brought 
upon him, he nevertheless lost command of himself, 
and visibly trembled. 

Prodigious effect! We should say that it could, by no 
possibility, have terminated there. A conscience so 
thoroughly aroused, it cannot be, will lapse back into 
slumber and security again. That awakened and terri- 
fied sinner will surely repent, and cry out like the jailer, 
“What must I do to be saved?” He saw that he was a 
lost soul; it was revealed to him unmistakably in that 
hour. He will shout aloud for mercy; it will be a mo- 
ment of victory for God, and of joy in heaven. Not so. 

Quickly recovering his self-control, and endeavoring 
to restore his features to their natural expression, he 
interrupts the speaker. Doubtless, his voice faltered a 
little, but he said: “Go thy way for this time; when I 
have a convenient season, I will call for thee.” 

Well, convenient seasons came frequently, after that, 
during the two years that Felix resided at Cesarea. The 
narrative of Luke recounts that Paul and Felix met 
repeatedly in mutual conference. The circumstances 
and incidents of these subsequent interviews are left by 
the historian wholly te conjecture. Inthe absence, how- 
ever, of any hint tending in that direction, we are not at 
liberty to suppose that Felix was ever again moved, to 
any remarkable degree, by the arguments and appeals of 
Paul. It is altogether probable that he listened to him, 
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after that day in the judgment hall, with perfect self- 
possession, and a calm and intelligent curiosity. That, 
no doubt, had been the crisis of his eternal destiny. His 
decision was final, irreversible, eternal. He was not 
visited with any wish or thought of changing it. He 
was reprobate. Paul’s gospel was hid—hid to one that 
| was lost. Satan had chosen Felix long before, and now 
| Felix chose Satan. The Holy Spirit gave him up. Alas! 
Felix. 

The case of the text is frequently quoted and alluded 
| to as representing the conduct of the impenitent man 
| who puts aside the importunities of the Holy Ghost, and 
| afterward dies suddenly, thus suddenly ending his earthly 
| probation. But, to my mind, there is something inex- 

pressibly more mournful in the thought of one who, 
like Felix, delays submission to God, and then week 
after week, month after month, year after year, comes to 
the place of worship, as Felix entered into conversation 
with Paul, and hears and sees as if he heard and saw 
not; the convenient season constantly recurring, Sab- 
baths dawning and setting, the weeks and months and 
years moving him steadily onward. toward eternity, but 
no voice breaking the frightful silence of his soul, no 
light discovering to his view the scenes that hide in the 
eternal darkness before him. 

Is there such a soul in the circle of our acquaintances 
and friends? We start at the very thought. Is he who 
touches your side, as you sit together in the house of God, 
such a one? Is your pupil, your partner in business, 
your brother, your sister, your parent, your husband, 
your wife, your child? Vain questions! We cannot 
answer them, we would not answer them; but they 
will be answered at the judgment-seat of Christ. 

The lessons which are to be learned from the subject 
that we have thus been considering, are so obvious, they 
scarcely need to be formally presented. But they are, at 
the same time, so important that they cannot be omitted. 

In the first place, we see that preaching, no matter 
how pungent and powerful, will not save a soul. The 
place might be dark, almost, with the shadow of the 
hovering Spirit; the preacher’s words might fall upon a 
silence like the silence of the grave ; the hearers might 
tremble with the eternal fear,—and still, and still, no 
soul be saved. It is not by might, nor by power. Not 
apostolic, not Pauline, eloquence can do it. Sinners 
must not, therefore, hear the preachiakine th finally 
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save them. No sermon, however convincing, from any 
text, however appropriate, will effect the work. If such 
an impression is forming itself in the thought of any per- 
son that reads these words, let me warn you, dear, dear 
friend, it is false. It is one of Satan’s lies. There is no 
hope for you but in resisting him at every point. His 
wiles are innumerable and inconceivably dangerous. 
The watchword is “ Resist.” 

In the second place, we may learn, from the consid- 
eration of this subject, that a state of anxiety about the 
condition of the soul is not a state of safety. There is 
sometimes a vague, half-formed conviction in the mind 
of an awakened sinner, that his feelings of distress and 
anxiety are an assurance of his security. The example 
of Felix teaches to the contrary. Here were emotions of 
terror and solicitude poignant in the extreme. But 
Felix was lost. In truth, the right consideration of the 
subject teaches that the period during which a convicted 
sinner is full of mental anguish and fearful forebodings, 
instead of being a period of safety, is one of the most 
imminent peril. If ever they that watch for souls, as 
those that must give account, may lie sleepless at night, 
and wonder and agonize and pray, with wasting anxiety, 
it is when there are awakened sinners in their congrega- 
tions. Oh, the terrible, the infernal, energy and cun- 
ning with which Satan besets them! How shall his 
malignity be baffled? Let none, then, derive any sense 
of security from the fact that they are anxious about 
their souls. The moment of the greatest anxiety is pre- 
cisely the moment of the greatest danger. 

No doubt it cost Paul a struggle to stand before Felix 
and Drusilla that day. In the long lapse of time, we are 
liable to forget the natural anxieties which he must have 
been obliged to overcome in order to be faithful to his 
| Master. But he was faithful. He was willing to stand 
| for his Lord, whatever the cost. It is near eighteen hun- 
| dred years since then, and Paul has been glad that he 
was faithful, every moment of that time. Eighteen hun- 
dred years of ceaseless gladness! O Paul, great is thy 
reward in heaven! 

How clearly, now that the occasion is so remote in 
time, do we perceive the folly of the decision of Felix 
and Drusilla! The little motives, the trifling considera- 
tions, which intervened to influence them,—these are all 











the dreadful folly of their choice. But Felix and Dru- 
silla know the folly of it better than we. They have had 
long leisure to think it over, and over, and over again. 
The world does not, in any of its forms, now distract 
their minds. They have been free to recall the time 
when the Holy Spirit invited them to Christ—near eigh- 
teen hundred years! Paul’s earnest warning words have 
rung in their ears, like one long knell of hope, near 
eighteen hundred years! They have had nothing to do 
but to be vainly sorry—near cighteen hundred years! 
O Felix and Drusilla! And they have not finished 
their sorrow yet. 

It cost Paul a struggle to be faithful that day ; but the 
struggle was brief, and the reward is endless. It took 
only a moment for Felix to say, ‘Go thy way for this 
time;” but it takes him long to be sorry that he said it. 

Tarrytown, New York. 





SUNSET ON THE SEA OF GALILEE. 


BY AN AMERICAN TRAVELER. 


We turned aside from our direct route to spend the 
first hours of the morning rambling over the village of 
Kefr KennA, and exploring the old Greek church, built, 
they tell us, on the site where the first miracle of our 
Lord was performed.* One hasonly asmile of incredulity 
for the six water-pots of stone they show you as the very 
ones from which the water was drawn; the monks are 
fat, greasy, and dirty. There is not a habitable house in 
the hamlet of over six hundred inhabitants, not even a 
picturesque ruin ; yet, in spite of this, the little town must 
always possess an interest of its own. Innumerable 
multitudes in their happier homes have had their 
thoughts and hearts directed to Cana. Nineveh, Babylon, 
and a thousand names, may be forgotten, but not Cana 
of Galilee. To the end of time and the end ofthe world, 
whenever and wherever there shall be the voice of the 
bridegroom and the voice of the bride, then and there 
will Cana be remembered. 

As if to efface the ravages of time, nature has em- 
bowered the whole place in an encircling thicket of 
pomegranates, whose brilliant scarlet blossoms blaze in 
the sunlight. These flowers have a mystical significance 
at weddings, and no bride is considered adorned to meet 
ker Breast, and those growing about Cana are doubly 
blessed. 

On over the rocky road our sure-footed horses carry 
us, till a peculiar shaped mouneain to the left rises into 
view. It can be no other than the Horns of Hattin, 
looking, with its two odd peaks, and the valley between, 
not unlike the two pointed horns of the camel’s saddle 
on which we rode yesterday. Here Saladin conquered 
the crusading armies in the last great battle in 1187; 
for, though there came two crusades afterwards, they 
were the last expiring efforts, and this defeat practically 
established the supremacy of the Moslem. But the 
great interest attached to it for us is, that from here the 
sermon was uttered that has found an echo in the hearts 
of all believers for eighteen hundred years; and there, 
half-way up the tallest peak, is a clump of olive-trees, 
beneath which we imagine the Great Teacher stood 
when he proclaimed, ‘‘ Blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness.” 

To our great disappointment, we have not time to 
climb to the summit. What one must leave undone 
bears such a large proportion to what he can do, that 
there is an unsatisfying feeling about it all. But we are 
to lunch at Tiberias, and have sent a telegraphic message 
for the boats to be in réadiness, so we must hasten on. 
Telegraphy in Palestine! the very idea is an anomaly, 
and suggests railroads; but it will be many a long day 
before the iron horse will replace the living one on these 
mountain-roads. While we are still seeing the throng- 
ing multitude feeding on the green slopes of Hattin, and 
the semi-tropical sun is pouring his fierce rays upon us, 
a glint of light strikes our eyes, and, looking up, 

“ One sheet of burnished gold, 
Galilee lay before us rolled.” 


We stood up in our stirrups, and, like the Greéks of 
old, shouted, “The sea! the sea!” It seemed as if a 
few steps would bring us to the bank ; but, with the wind- 
ing, zigzag road, it was fully an hour before we reached 
the shore, heated and tired. We dismounted, bathed our 
faces and hands in the clear, cool water, and sat down to 
rest under the shadow of the old Roman tower at Tiberias. 
As we sat eating the hard, dry bread of which we had 





* Readers of The Sunday School Times will remember Mrs. Kalo- 


| pathakes’s letter from Athens, in a former number, describing the 
| recent discovery in Greece of the stone couch from Cana, on whichoug 
of them dismissed from our minds, and we think only of | Lord is said to have reclined at the marriage feast.—Tue Epito. 
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taken in a supply at Nazareth, and moistening it with 
water from the lake, our eyes swept the water for some 
sign of the boats, which had taken another party across 
that morning, but would surely return for us; but not a 
speck broke the smooth surface. We finished our lunch, 
mounted by the broken steps and moss-grown rocks to 
the top of the tower, from whence the whole lake is 
spread out before you. Here, at our feet, are the ruins 
of Tiberias, Built by Herod Antipas, and named for his 


patron, the Emperor Tiberias, it was, during the time of | 


the Roman dominion, the metropolis of Galilee; then, 
by some curious change, it became the resort of the Jews, 
scattered after the destruction of Jerusalem, and to-day 
forms one of their four holy cities,—Jerusalem, Safed, 
and Hebron being the others. Dr. Thomson gives a 
thrilling account of the earthquake which engulfed it 
in 1887; but the inhabitants returned to their miserable 
huts. Forlorn and wretched as it looks, it is the only 
habitable place on the lake; and prayer is still offered up 
twice a day for the salvation of the world, without which, 
it is believed, things would return to chaos. Here, as 
everywhere in Palestine, you hear—and, hearing, become 
indignant—the muezzin sound from the minaret the 
call for noonday prayer. We wander around among the 
great rocks and boulders that cover the shore until 
thoroughly heated, throw ourselves down to rest, but 
still no boats. 
At last, our dragoman, Yussef, tells us we must have 
the horses up. The afternoon wanes; we can wait no 
longer, and must go. Reluctantly we mount. Instead 
of the lovely sail our fancy had pictured, here was a hot 
ride over what they tell us is the worst road in Palestine, 
—though, where all are so bad, it is difficult to make dis- 
tinctions. The heat seemed to come over us in waves; 
not a breath of wind, the air was hot as a furnace. We 
gasped for breath, as also did the horses. We were just 
under the brow of the hill, but the shade was on the 
other side. I sighed for the shadow of a great rock,—for 
it was a rocky land. The weeds were stirrup-high ; the 
horses slipped on the hidden stones. But deliverance 
was at hand. Suddenly the dragoman gave a shout. 
We looked up, and there on the bosom of the lake were 
two white specks, the returning boats. We waved, we 
shouted, we fired pistols, and finally they heard, and, 
tacking, came up to us, The next question was, how 
i The water was shallow ; 
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the words, “ Ye are the light of the world.” I love to 
think that he may have walked among these pillars and 
columns, which now lie broken and scattered, 
“Two or three columns, and many a stone, 

Marble and granite with grass o’ergrown : 

Out upon Time, that forever will leave 

But enough of the Past for the Future to grieve.” 
Looking above, I seemed to see the angel with drawn 
sword, and to hear the voice saying, “ Woe unto thee, 
Capernaum! Woe unto thee, Bethsaida!” 

The sun was sinking behind the mountain-tops when 
we returned to the boats, and the long line of light lay 
athwart the waters. The party sang the Gospel Songs, 
while I lay back in the stern, and peopled the sea with 
the busy life of nineteen hundred years ago; then nine 
cities flourished on its banks, while the water was cov- 
ered with boats and fishers. The lake, six hundred feet 
below the Mediterranean, looks so quiet and peaceful, 
shut in by the everlasting hills, that it seems as if no 
stormy winds could find their way here. But they tell us 
“storms be sudden and waters be deep ;” and Dr. Thom- 
son witnessed one that made him realize the feelings of 
the disciples when they cried, “ Lord, carest thou not 
that we perish?” 

Here the disciples were pursuing their wonted occu- 
pation when the God-man, passing, called them, and for 


-| time and eternity changed their lives; and here, most 


blessed of all, in the hour of his exaltation, he appeared, 
with the significant question, “Children, have ye any 
meat?” and left his last command, “ Feed my sheep.” 

But it would be recounting Bible history to go over all 
the scenes that sunset on the Sea of Galilee recalls. It 
is an hour that stamps itself ineffacably on one’s heart, 
and I count myself happy to have attained untoit. The 
moon was drawing our shadows on the grass when we 
reached Khan Minyeh, and fought our way through 
weeds waist-deep, and drenched with dew, to our tents. 
Physically tired out, I slept, to dream I heard a voice 
saying, “ It is I, be not afraid.” 





QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LIBRARY. 


BY C. P. CHENEY. 


How many there are that come up when librarians, or 


any other —_ who are really interested in the work 





boats, and looked at our feet, but the boatmen settled 
that. They tucked up their skirts, and, dashing into the 
water, each picked up one of us in his arms, and deposited 
us in the boats, like a bale of goods. When they came 
to the portly member of the party, they did groan a little, 
and say, “ Much.” 

The dream of a lifetime was fulfilled. I was floating 
on the Sea of Galilee. The day, so hot on the shore, was 
perfect here. A light breeze had sprung up and filled 
the sail, the white-caps were shining in the sunlight, the 
water—blue as the Bay of Naples—has a peculiar 
transparency. You seem to see an object on the very 
bottom. Here, on the shore of this narrow sea, is the 


‘ place which, next to Jerusalem, is more associated than 


any other with our Lord’s words and works. Here he 
walked upon the sea; here Peter girt his fisher’s coat 
about him, and threw himself into the midst of the 
water, finding it, while his faith held firm, an adaman- 
tine pavement. Now we pass Magdala. A few miserable 
huts alone mark the home of her from whom the seven 
devils were cast out. Here is Khan Minyeh, the dis- 
puted site of Capernaum, where we see our white tents ; 
but we pass by for the present, and go on up to the ruins 
of Tell Hum, which Dean Stanley tells us is the real 
Capernaum. But we are not explorers, are only enjoy- 
ing the fruit of other men’s labors; so we do not enter 
into the disputed question, but give ourselves up to the 
enjoyment of the hour. The Arabs ran the boat up on 
the pebbly beach, and we alighted. The underbrush is so 
thick that you must force your way through to the ruins 
beyond, which tell a tale of past greatness. Here are 
broken bits of fluted columns, richly carved Corinthian 
capitals, great blocks of stone evidently from the interior 
of a temple, the marble discolored with the weeds that 
have grown up around it. We climbed all over and 
around the great stones, tracing out the designs in the 
carving. On one a pot of manna stands out distinctly ; 
on another, the seven branched candlesticks, a reed, a 
lamb, birds, ete. To me, it is the most impressive ruin 
in Palestine. It may be—who can tell ?—that this is the 
synagogue built by the Roman centurion; that in it our 
Saviour taught and preached; that this very sculptured 
manna may have caught his eye when he said, “Our 
fathers did eat manna in the wilderness ;” that the sight 
of the seven branched candlesticks may have suggested 
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ject is introduced into the conversation! Some even 
of the fundamental questions are still unsettled in the 
minds of many. Take, for instance, such as these: 
Really, what is the use of the Sunday-school library? 
What good does it do in our school? Is it not a source 
of more harm than good? Is it really possible to have 
it so conducted that it will be an actual benefit to the 
Sunday-school, and not a breeder of continual trouble ? 
Would it not be better to abolish it altogether, as some 
schools have already done? Such doubts as these con- 
tinually arise in the minds of troubled Sunday-school 
superintendents and teachers. 

Then, passing over these general questions, how many 
other queries suggest themselves when we come to the 
selection of the books. What kind of books shall we 
get, and where can we get such kinds of books as we 
want? What books will we not have? Shall we putin 
only such as the children are eager for, or shall we try to 
influence the choice of their reading, and, if the latter, 
how shall we do it? Shall we provide foradults? Shall 
we have only religious books; or shall we have also 
books that impart useful information, though they do 
not teach religion? If the latter, where shall we draw 
the line? Shall we have any devotional works? Shall 
we have works of reference? Shall we try to provide 
helps for the study of the lessons, and of the Bible gen- 
erally? 

Then take the administration of the library after the 
books have been selected. Earnest librarians know how 
many matters remain still to be settled. For instance: 
Shall the library be opened only on Sunday, or only dur- 
ing the week, or both on Sunday and through the week? 
If we provided a reading-room, would the members of 
the school use it? If they did, would it pay? What 
regulations are desirable as to the use of books? | Shall 
the books be covered? How shall they be marked or 
numbered? What sort of a catalogue shall we get up? 
Shall we have it printed? Shall it be alphabetical or 
classified? Shall we have notes? Is there anything in 
the card-catalogue system that we can use to advantage? 
Is it worth while to attempt to grade the books according 
to the capacities of the readers? If to be classified, what 
plan shall we follow? How shall we keep account of 
books loaned? What is the best charging system for us? 
Is it worth while to keep permanent records, or willsome 





one of the check or peg systems answer as well? How 
can we make the library a positive religious benefit to 
our school and church ? 

It is easy enough to ask questions. It is not necessary 
to ask them; they suggest themselves to any one who 
has given any thought to the subject. It would be a 
grand good thing if Sunday-school workers who are 
interested in these matters would meet occasionally, and 
talk them over, comparing notes, and n,aking an attempt 
to decide at least some of the most important prineiples 
which should regulate the management of this branch of 
our Sunday-school work, and to ascertain what are the 
best methods of working. Steps are being taken to 
organize the workers for such meetings in New York 
and in Elizabeth. Why should not librarians and the 
friends of Sunday-school libraries in other cities do like- 
wise? If the Sunday-school library idea is a good one, 
let us, in the language of the street, “ work it for all it is 
worth.” If any such organizations are in existence, or 
shall be started hereafter, the writer would be glad to be 
informed of them, with a view to the ultimate formation 
of a national association. Let us hope, too, that erelong 
we shall also have a periodical devoted entirely to the 
Sunday-school library and its work. 


Elizabeth, New Jersey. 





HOW TO INCREASE ADULT ATTEND- 
ANCE IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


BY BENJAMIN H. BAYLISS. 


A few years ago the public were startled by the ques- 
tion, “Is life worth living?” But astill more profound 
sensation ought to be excited in the Christian church 
and community by the question, “Is the Bible worth 
studying?” The lives of many, and of even professedly 
Christian, people answer, “No; the Bible is not worth 
studying.” Everything else readable has its place. 
There is no end to the publications which are pressed 
upon us. From the daily papers there is no escape. 
They are hurled ‘at us, showered upon us, piled around 
us, morning, noon, and night, with a frequent “ Extra” 
thrown in between times just to whet the appetite for the 
more elaborate edition soon to follow. Then come the 
weeklies, religious and profane, illustrated and plain, 
many of thém stuffed with news, society gossip, story, 
and «--—-del Fue monthlies are in issue all the way 
from the Ist to the 30th of each month, and then the 
quarterlies roll upon us their heavy billows until we are 
wellnigh swamped. To these add the constant issue of 
new pamphlets and books in all forms and upon every 
imaginable subject ; thousands of printing-presses, hav- 
ing conquered the mystery of perpetual motion, inter- 
minably showering their pages upon us 

“Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
In Vallombrosa.”’ 

And worse than all these is the Sunday newspaper, 
from which we cannot fly so far nor so fast, unless upon 
an ocean “greyhound,” that it will not reach us. By 
the rocky or the sandy shores of the ocean, in mountain 
fastnesses, into wilderness retreats, it follows us with sharp- 
prowed boat, with special train, with ficet pony express. 
Our Sunday morning meditations at home or abroad are 
disturbed by the outcry of the newsboy; and in many a 
Christian family the reading of God’s Word is hurried 
or wholly neglected, and family prayers are shortened, 
or utterly omitted, in order that the head of the family 
may read the Sunday news before church time. 

How can we increase the attendance of adults in our 
schools? 

First: By bringing home to the members of our own 
Christian churches and communities the plain questions : 
Is the Bible worth studying, or shall these other mul- 
titudinous publications crowd it clean out? Which is 
the best, the newspaper or the Bible? the magazine or 
the Bible? man’s book or God’s book? 

Second: By urging this subject upon the pulpit as 
well as upon the pews. We can do very little until our 
ministers are aroused in this matter. They are already, 
and yet none too soon, commencing to stirabout it. The 
subject was recently discussed in the Congregational 
Club at Boston: and only last month the Long Island 
South Classis of the Reformed Church adopted a resolu- 
tion enjoining upon the members of their churches that 
“they refrain from patronizing the Sunday newspapers, 
and that, instead, they read their Bibles more, and find 
in this, and prayer, the quiet needed.” ..;, ..,., 

In other words, some of the old-fas,joned respect for 
the Word of God must be excited; the love of that 
Word must be revived ; its wondrous beauties, its majes- 
tic law, its transcendent gospel, mus} once more take 
hold of the hearts of the people, so that they will be 
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eager to study it, and glad to relegate to their proper 
place and limit the whole brood of belittling, ephemeral | 
and seducing publications which steal the holy hours of 
the Lord’s Day, and steal our thoughts from things 
high and pure and divine; ay, and would steal our 
very souls from heaven itself ! 

Third: This being done, where shall greater encourage- 
ment and better fovilities for the study of the Bible be 
found than in the Biadac-ecdioed ? The time has passed 
for considering the Sunday-school as strictly a children’s 
institution, as solely the nursery of the church. Super- 
intendents who address their schools as “children,” 
and speakers who introduce their platitudes and infan- 
tile stories with “ Now, little ones, look this way!” are 
becoming relics of the past, thank God! The Sunday- 
school is growing into a Bible-school. That’s what it 
ought to be,—the church, young and old, assembled, Bible 
in hand, for the study of God’s holy Word. 

Fourth: We must have competent teachers for the 
classes of adults. Now who ought to be so competent 
as our own pastors? By their profession they are, or 
ought to be, not only preachers, butteachers. Butin how 
many pulpits do they teach—that is, in the language of 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, cause the people to know—the 
Bible? In how many can you now find even expository 
preaching? In net one pulpit out of twenty. It is 
asserted that the people will not listen to such preaching 
in these days. I don’t velieve that is so; but, if true, it 
is one excellent reason for gathering the church together 
Sunday afternoon, and instructing them, educating them, 
in the Bible lessons, as any class is or ought to be taught; 
and the pastor ought to be the leader of the largest class 
of adults, and the deacons, elders, and others competent, 
ought to lead the other classes. 

But the ministers say they cannot preach two sermons 
each Sunday, and also conduct such a class. Very 
likely. It takes time to prepare to properly lead any 
class, and the average preacher can more easily write a 
sermon than thoroughly fit himself for an hour’s study 
with a class of adults. Therefore, another answer to our 
question is 

Fifth: By dispensing with the second or evening 
service. Is this practicable? Whenever it is proposed 
we are met with the question, ‘What shall we do, then, 
with our young people who like to attend church in 
pairs on Sunday evening?”  Woll, « careful count will | a 
show that, with very rare exceptions, no one of our 
churches is full, or half full, Sunday evening; and this 
notwithstanding the attraction of a very short sermon 
and a very elaborate sacred concert, otherwise called a 
service of song, by the choir. One-quarter of our 
churches, with the exceptions just referred to, would 
hold all who usually attend the Sunday-evening service. 
But even were this not so, the question still remains, Are 
not our Christian communities, and our Christian 
families, and our Christian communicants, of as much 
value and importance to the church and to the world as 
are the people, young or old, who go stravaiging* about 
from church to church Sunday evening? 

The pulpit would be stronger to-day if there had been 
more habitual study and exposition, not of a text here 
and there, but of Di entire Word of God. The Christian 
Church would be twice the power it is, had its members 
assembled each Sunday afternoon, and devoted to the 
examination and study of that Word one-tenth of the 
time given to other reading. And apparently upon 
the Sunday-school—the Bible school—is to devolve the 
work of bringing the church back again to the devout 
study of the divine Word, to a just appreciation of the 
beauties and glories and inspirations of that Word; and 
when that shall have been accomplished, a glad response 
shall everywhere be heard to the question : “ Is the Bible 
worth studying?” and we shall not need to inquire : 
“ How can we increase the attendance of adults in our 
schools?” The Lord speed the day! 





*Stravaiging:”” a Lowland Scotch word meaning ‘‘to wander | 


idly.”"—THE EpITor. 





‘had ‘ial away, she began her piending again, wit 


gained her parents’ consent to present her desire to her 
pastor, the good Dr. Norton. 

The committee assembled with Dr. Norton slightly 
raised their eyebrows as Faith entered the room, for 
they were not accustomed to examining these little ones 
whom Christ so tenderly loved and trusted. The exami- 
nation began, each deacon in turn asking as many ques- 
tions as he deemed wise; and to each one came an 
answer so prompt and clear, and so full of child-like faith 
that knows no doubt, that the good deacons were sur- 
prised. 

At last the pastor spoke, and said: “ Faith, don’t you 
think you are too young to unite with the church?” 

Faith thought a moment, then turning her beautiful 
eyes, full of the love her lips were trying to express, up 
to his, said: 
don’t think I am too young to say that I do.” No more 
questions were asked, and the child was admitted to the | 
church at the next communion. That was four years | 
ago, and the Faith of to-day has the same love for Christ 


to be a pene of God’s church here below. 


ineness of children’s faith, especially those who have 
careful Christian training at home? Is it because the 
Church furnishes so little spiritual food prepared espe- 
cially for them? This may be a truth few are willing to 
admit. 

Turn for a moment to our musical conservatories. 
They are filled with pupils of all ages. Ifa child loves 
music, and begs to come in as a pupil, no one says, 
“Don’t you think you are too young? You cannot 
understand that four quarter-notes equal a whole, or 
that four sixteenths have the same value as one fourth. 
The mathemetical construction of music is beyond your 
comprehension. You know nothing of counterpoint and 
fugue. We can’t have you here until you have had 
much musical experience.” Oh, no! Nothing of the kind 
is said. The child loves music, and wants to learn about 
it; and the president of the conservatory, knowing too 
well the value of having fingers trained while they are 
growing, and the joints are supple, and moulded to move 
over the keys with facility and ease, admits the applicant 
at once. He does not, however, leave her to wander 
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puts her, rather, in charge of those who can develop her 
soul’s longings, and lead her gradually and carefully up 
the musical heights. 

Why should it not be so in the spiritual training? 
Instead of excluding children from the church, or, what 
is not much better, admitting them with fear and 
trembling, why not gather them in and furnish special 
teachers who shall foster and develop the love for Christ 
with which their little hearts are filled? The Sunday- 
school is not in itself sufficient for this. The work 
should be supplemented by the pastor, who should know 
from time to time the spiritual condition of the children 
in his charge, the same as the president of the conserva- 
tory knows the musical progress of his pupils. 
children will have such a welcome and care in the | 


Saviour’s feelings when he took the children in his arms | 
and blessed them. 








FOR CHILDREN AT. HOME. 


_——— 


A SENSIBLE FROLIC. 


BY J. W. WALTON, 











“I’m in for that;” “ You may count onme;” “I say, 
fellows, that’s a good idea;” “ Hurrah!” 

These were some of the methods employed by the 
| young gentlemen of Mr. Salisbury’s Bible-class gathered 
|in his city home, voting “ Ay” to a proposition which 
| he had just laid before them. It was a novel plan for 
| celebrating Christmas eve, four weeks in the future. 


“If ’'m not too young to love Christ, I | 


she had then; and no one has ever questioned her right | 


Why is it people hesitate about and distrust the genu- | 


Then the | 


churches as to make the older ones realize a little of our 
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end of sleigh-bells. But, bless you! fire-bells wouldn’t 
have drowned the merry shouts and laughter of the jolly 
fellows that tumbled into the conveyance pell-mell, after 
pelting each other well with snow-balls, just to warm 
their fingers. 

The first call was at a large flour and feed store, where 
the proprietor had sold them twelve sacks of flour, one 
for each member of the class, making the price low for 
cash ; after which a commission house, on the same terms, 
supplied a quantity of apples and oranges, with two 
| dozen paper sacks. Then, while some of the lads filled 
the bags with apples, throwing a buffalo-rebe over them 
| to prevent freezing, the Committee on Poverty climbed 

up to the driver’s seat to give him his orders. It was 
not through the principal avenue, nor toward one of the 
| cheerful suburban resorts, that they turned the horses’ 
heads, but down through narrow ways, past dark, un- 
savory factories, and across bridges under which trains 
thundered ; surely this was a curious pleasure-ride on 
| such an uncanny night. Yet it was really a pleasure- 
| excursion to ev ery one of them. 

They first drew up in front of a tenement house, when 
| one of the fellows instantly alighted, shouldered a sack 
of flour, preceded by a committee-man with a bull’s-eye 
lantern, and followed by ten interested, and by no means 
sad, faces. From the curb to the staircase door, up two 
| flights, they halted on a narrow landing, and with heroic 
efforts to suppress their mirth, rapped at a rickety door. 
The deserted woman who came at their summons lived 
in a single, small room, with her five desolate children, 
one of whom was borne on her arm, while two shyly 
peeped from behind her faded skirt. 

“ Please tell us where you keep your flour, ma’am,” 
says the youngster with the burden on his shoulder; 
“hurry, please, for this here is getting awful heavy ;” 
and the astonished woman leads the way to a cupboard 
as bare as that of the old nursery rhyme, where it would 
be a stretch of the truth to say that flour was kept. A 
bag of apples is placed beside the flour, and an orange 
handed to each of the children, not forgetting the baby. 

“What does all this mean?” the mother at length 
recovers her senses to ask. 

“We wish you a Merry Christmas!” burst in chorus 
from the boys, and they were off, helter-skelter, laugh- 
ing, shouting, down stairs, piling topsy-turvey into the 
consist of an old colored uncle and his wife, crippled 
with rheumatism; and the next was a poor German 
family, where the father had been for months out of 
work. Their eleven children made the bags of oranges 
quite a little lighter. After that they started in search 
of a widow, the only case where the Committee on Poy- 
erty had not previously ascertained the bearings. The 
number seemed plain enough, but it was over a saloon. 
Could that be the right place? A delegation ‘stepped 
inside to ask where. Mrs. So-and-so lived; but no one 
there could understand a word of English,—all spoke 
German. What was to be done now? A retreat with- 
| out success was not to be considered. Happily, one of 
| the boys tried the saloon-keeper’s wife in French. 











“ Parlez-vous francais, madame?”—‘“ Do you speak 
French, madam?” 
“ Oui, mensions ; je suis Suisse.”—“ Yes, sir; I ama 


Swiss woman.’ 

And so with little difficulty the right party was found 
in a little room overhead. Most of the lads displayed 
their blue badges conspicuously as they filed past the 
bar to the door leading above. When they came down, 
however, they chose the outside staircase. 

So the ride continued, leaping out into the snow-drifts, 
running a wild race with the team, badgering the luck- 
less wight who always lost his overshve, calling on an- 
other and another family with “ Merry Christmas!” and 
rushing out again into the darkness. Two hours were 
thus filled brimful of fun. 

It was very laughable to hear some of the recipients 
| talk. Many of them tried their best to get at the names 
| of the boys. One of two funny little old sisters stood 

behind them in the doorway, and “I have a good notion 








THE CHURCH TRAINING OF CHILDREN. | | The old methods had grown a little stale, although the ex- | not to et you out,” said she, “until you give me your 


BY MARY LOUISA BUTLER, 


| Pe rience of the eldest covered no more than sixteen years. 
| The motion having prevailed unanimously, with a mar- 


| names.” But she evidently did not know very much 


| about boys, for the words were scarcely out of her 


“If I am not too young to love Christ, I am not too | gin of surplus affirmative, but two things remained to be mouth when they were off, like a drove of wild colts, 
young to say I do,” said little Faith Harlan, as she sat | done before the joyful event: one, to save the pocket- | through the back door, out by the alley to the sleigh 


before the church committee one Sunday afternoon. 

In the morning, the pastor had invited any who wished | 
to unite wi*’ church to present themselves to the | 
committee that -*ternoon. The first to come was little 
Faith, only ten years old. She had wanted to take this 


step a year sooner, but had been persuaded to wait until 
she was older. 


| money, for there was generous self-sacrifice in the plan ; 
| the other, to appoint a Committee on Poverty, with | 
instructions to investigate and report. 


The eventful evening came at last, and with it a blus- 


tering, boisterous wind, together with drifting snow 
The class, numbering twelve, met at a livery-stable, 


|again. The most that they would say was: “Come to 
Diogenes Street Church, and maybe you'll see us ;” for 
the lads were not ashamed to let it be known that theirs 
were Christian gifts, nor that they belonged to a Chris- 





; | tian fold. And although not one of them was philoso- 


pher enough to have analyzed the sentiment, they were 


She showed the earnestness of her pur- | where their leader, for his share in the enterprise, had | conscious that in this frolic of almsgiving they enjoyed 
pose by the patience used in waiting; but after a year | engaged a large omnibus sleigh and four horses, with no ' the smile, and the near presence, too, uf the 


Master, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


~~: 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1885,] 


1, October 4.— Elisha at Dothan 


2 Kings 6 : 8-23 





2. October 11.—The Famine in Samaria............cccccccsereseeeeeve 2 Kings 7: 1-17 


3. October 18.—Jehu's False Zeal............ 
4, October 25.—The Temple Repaired, ...........c..ccececcesoees 


56. November 1.— Death of Elisha 


...2 Kings 10: 15-31 
2 Kings 12; 1-15 
2 Kings 13: 14-25 








6. November $.—The Story of Jonah.. seeeeonccremece 
7. November 15.—Effect of Jonah’s Preaching. 
8. November 22.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign... 


«J Onab 1; 1-17 
ouvell Jonah 3 ; 1-10 
2 Kings 18: 1-12 









9% November 29.—Hezekiah's Prayer Answered. eoperncvenserens 2 Kings 20: 1-17 
10, December 6.—The Sinful Nation... Isa. 1; 1-18 
11, December 13.—The Suffering Baviour...........ccccccccceceesseceesceeee Isa. 53 : 1-12 


12. December 20.—-The Gracious Invitation 


13. December 27.—Review. 


Mam. 55: 1-18 


LESSON XII., SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1885. 


TITLE: 


THE GRACIOUS INVITATION. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Isa, 55 : 1-11.) 


COMMON VERSION. 

1, Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money 
and without price. 

2. Wherefore do ye spend mon- 
ey for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which sat- 
isfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye thal which is 
good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness. 

8. Incline your ear, and come 
unto me; hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of Da’vid. 

4. Behold, I have given him for 
a witness to the people, a leader 
and commander to the people. 

5. Behold, thou shalt call a na- 
tion that thou knowest not, and 
nations thal knew not thee shall 
ran unto thee, because of the 
Lorp thy God, and for the Holy 
One of Is’ra-el ; for he hath glori- 
fied thee. 

6. Seek ye the Lorp while he 
may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near ; 

7. Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts : and let him return 
unto the Lorp, and he will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon. 

8. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lorp. 

9. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts, 

10. For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater ; 

11, So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth ; it 
shall not return unto me yoid, 
but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 











REVISED VERSION. 


1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money ; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money 
and without price. Wherefore 
do ye !spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your 
labour for that which satis- 
fieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness. 
3 Ineline your ear, and come 
unto me; hear, and your soul 
shall live : and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of Da- 
4 vid. Behold, 1 have given 
him for a witness to the peo- 
ples, a* leader and commander 
5 to the peoples. Behold, thou 
shalt call a nation that thou 
knowest not, and a nation that 
knew not thee shell run unto 
thee, because of the Lorp thy 
God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel; for he hath glorified 
thee. 
6 Seek ye the Lorp while he 
may be found, call ye upon 
7 him while he fs near: let the 
wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man _ his 
thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Lorp, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abun- 
8 dantly pardon. For my 
thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lorp. 
9 For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 


nw 


10 For as the rain cometh down 


and the snow from heayen, 
and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and mak- 
eth it bring forth and bud, and 
giveth seed to the sower and 


ll bread to the eater; so shall 


my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth; it shall not 
return unto me void, but it 
shail accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in 
the thing whereto I sent it. 


1 Heb. weigh. 20r, earnings %Or, prince 
The American Pomamictee would substitute “Jehovah” for “the 


” wherever it occu 





LESSON PLAN. 


Toric OF THE QUARTER : Our Very Present Help. 


Lesson Toric: 


Help from a Forgiving Father, * 


1, The Father's Calls, vs. 1-3; 6, 7. 
Lesson OUTLINE : { 2. The Father's Decrees, vs. 4, 5. 
3. The Father’s Attractions, vs. 8-11, 


Gotpen Text: Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 


waters,—Isa. 55: 1. 


Darty Home Reaprnas: 


M.—Isa. 55:1-11. Help from a forgiving Father. 
T.—John 4:1-15. Water for the thirsty. 
W.—John 6; 2248 Bread for the hungry. 
T.—Rom. 5: 1-21, Gifts for the penniless. 
F.—John 10: 1-18 A Leader for the lost. 
$.—Isa. 60: 1-22. Joy for the afflicted. 

$.—Rey. 22: 1-17. Glory for the believing. 
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LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I. THE FATHER’S CALLS. 


1. Come: 
Come ye to the waters ; 


... come ye, buy, and eat (1). 


Come thou and all thy house into the ark (Gen. 7:1). 


Come unto me, all ye that labour (Matt. 11 : 28). 
Come, follow me (Matt. 19 ; 21). 
Come to the marriage fenst Matt, 22 : 4). 


Come, ye blessed, nherit the kingdom (Matt. 
Come. 


il. Seek : 


.» take the. ci}... of life freely (Rey. 22 : 17). 


25 384). 


Seek ye the Lord while he may be fownd (6). 


Seek peace, and pursue it (Psa. 34 : 14), 
Seek ye me, and ye shall live (Amos 5 : 4). 
Seek ye first his kingdom hewgey 6 : 33). 
Seek, and ye shall find (Matt. 7 ; 7). 

Seek the things that are above ‘bol, 3:1). 


il. Forsake : 


Let the wicked forsake his way (7). 


Cease from anger, and forsake wrath (Psa. 87 : 8 
Whoso. .. forsaketh them shall obtain mercy ( 


Tov. 28 : 13). 


Lo, we have left-all, and followed thee (Matt. 19 : 27 


They left all, and followed him (Luke 5 5:11). 
By faith he forsook Egypt (Heb. 11 ; 27). 


1. “Ho, every one that thirsteth.” 


every one that thirsteth. 

2. ** Wherefore do ye spend... for that... not 
worldling’s supreme folly. His soul “hung 
spends abundantly to satisfy it; but he buy 
which can never satisfy. 

3. ‘He will abundantly 
but he can pardon at all ; 
possession for an advance of price. 
and that, too, without money. 


edn. ” And that is 


II, THE FATHER’S DECRE 
I. The Appointed Witness : 


: 24). 


God's invitation is not to the 
full, but to the needy ; be atter still, it is to all the needy. 


* Ho, 


bread.”’ Thisisthe 
ers and thirsts; he 
s ashes, and stones, 


just like God. None 


yet he does not hold back his exclusive 
He pardons abundantly, 


Es. 


I have given him for a witness to the peoples (4). 


I come, ... that 1 should bear witness (John 18: 
Jesus, who,. 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness (Rev. 1 : 
The Amen, the faithful and true witness (Rev. 3: 
He,... called Faithful and True (Rey. 19 : 11). 


ll, The Appoiated Leader : 


37). 


. witnessed the good confession q Tim. 6 ; 13). 


14). 


A leader and commander to the peoples (4). 


The Lord went before . 
The Lord alone did lead him (Deut. 32 ; 12). 
He leadeth me beside the still waters (Psa. 2 

He calleth his own sheep, 
The Lamb... shall gui é them (Rey. 7 


i. The Appointed Ingathering : 


A nation ... shall run unto thee (5). 
The ransomed of the Lord shall return (Isa. 35 : 


. to lead them (Exod. 13 ; 21). 


23 : 2). 
. and —. them (John 10 ;: 8). 
17). 


10). 
The abundance of the sea shall be turned unto thee (Isa. 60 : 5 


There were added ,.. that day . 


). 
. three thousand souls (Acts 2: 41). 


Salvation is come unto the Gentiles (Rom. 11 : 11). 


Ye that once were far off are made nigh (Eph. 2 
1, “I have given Him.” And having given 
precious thing can remain to be withheld? 
of all needed aid. 
2. ‘Thou shalt call a nation.”” God works on 
who spake worlds into being, 


: 18). 


his Son, what more 
Herein is the pledge 


We may fearlessly and fully trust it. 


a grand scale. He 


calls whole nations into his 


wunahosed and yet this is he by whom the hairs of our heads are 


yt his fove. The gi sory o 


hose on whum 
a holy tite on eart arth is theirs, and 


the glory of an endless life beyond the grave. 


III. THE FATHER’S ATTRACTIONS. 


\. His Peerless Thoughts: 


My thoughts are not your thoughts (8). 
The Lord seeth not as man seeth (1 Sam. 16: 
The thoughts of his heart to all generations (Psa, 
Thy thoughts are very deep (Psa. 92 : 5). 


33 : 11). 


How = recious also are thy thoughts unto me (Psa, 139 : 17). 
no 


They 
ll. His Matchless Ways : 


So are my ways higher than your ways (9). 
All his ways are judgement (Deut. 32 : 4). 
As for God, his way is perfect (2 Sam. 22°: ‘2 
His vere ia ] past tracing out (Rom. 11: 

We love, because he first loved us 1 John 4; 19). 
Righteous and true are thy ways (Rev. 15 : 8). 


lil. His Saving Word: 


w not the thoughts of the Lord (Micah 4: 12). 


My word: ... shall not return unto me void (11). 


Thy word is a lamp unto my feet (Psa. 119 : 105). 
Thy words were unto me a joy (Jer. 15 : 16). 

My words shall not pass away (Matt. 24 : 35). 
The word of God is fri ing, and active (Heb. 4 


12). 
Begotten again, .,. through the word of God ‘i Pet. 1 : 23). 
1. “As the heavens are higher,...so are my thoughts higher.” 


How ho 
idea of 


cannot — God's SaPeneTy over man, 
is willing be our friend 


2. “ Asthe rain... and the snow.” Nature’s 


eless to find measures large enough to convey a true 
x1. The inconceivable height of the heavens them- 
selves, 8O great that science cannot measure it, 


indicates, but 
And yet this God 


richest bounties are 


but faint emblems of the spiritual riches which God bestows. 
Spiritual harvests are more important than material harvests. 


a 


baffied. What he pleases shall come to pass, 


wi shall accomplish that which I please.” 


God cannot be 
Whether for better 


or for worse; whether for life or for death; his word is ever 


effective. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


THE LOVING FATHER. 
1, Fatherly Titles : 


Our Father (Matt. 6:9; Luke 11 : 2). 

The Father of the fatherless (Psa. 68 : 5). 
The Father of all (Mal. 2: Ag 1 Cor. 8 : 6). 
The Father of lights (Jas. 1 : 17). 
The Father of our spirits (Heb. 12: 
The Father who bought us (Deut. 82: 6; 
The only Father (Matt. 23 ; 9). 


2. Fatherly Deeds: 


He loves (John 16 : a: 1 John 8 ; 1). 
He pities (Psa. 108 : 
He chastens (Prov. Ma. 12; Heb. 12 i+. 
; Matt. 7:11 


He gives all good gins (Jas. 1:17; 
He draws men to imself (John 6 : 44, 65). 
: 26; Acts 


He aids by the Holy Spirit (John 14: 

He receives ali comers (John 6 : 37). 

He has a home for his children (John 14: 

He begets the filial spirit (Gal. 4:6; Noun.” *§: 
3. Fatherly Words : 

Inviting to sonship (2 Cor. 6 : 17, 18). 
Calling for service . 1:6). 


Meer to lead See's 31 ; 9). 
Promising to spare (Mal. 3:17). 


Psa. 








Recalling the wanderer (Jer. 3 : 14; labe® 
Demanding the heart (Prov. 23. 26) 


9; Num. 16 ; 22), 


74 : 2). 


). 
2 : 33). 


Eph. ’ 
et 3): tM 15). 


> 20). 





4. The Father’s House: 


Is open to the returning poten (Luke 15 : 22-82). 
Has many mansions Goln 14; 

Is made ready for us (John 14 ; * watt. 

Is a place of joyous reunions (I sake 15: 


14: 3). 
Is a place of everlasting joy (Rev. 22 : 


S: eh 
1-5): 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


Immediately after the messianic prophecy, which formed 
the preceding lesson, follows a triumphant outburst celebrat- 
ing the glories of the messianic age. 

In that glorious time, cries the prophet, the true Israel 
shall spread abroad on the right hand and the left. The faith 
of Israel shall no longer be confined to the Holy Land; but 
shall be carried abroad among the nations. The foundations 
of the new kingdom shall be laid with precious stones; and 
all her children shall be taught of God. No weapon that is 
formed against her shall prosper. Clothed in the righteous- 
ness of the Lord, his servants shall stand secure. 

But that righteousness is offered to all who are needy, that 
safety to all who are in peril, that close relationship to God 
to all who are far from him. Therefore the prophet turns, in 
a new outburst, to those who are without, with words of 
earnest and evangelical appeal. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


An urgent invitation is extended to all to partake of the 
abundant and soul-satisfying provisions of God’s grace (Isa. 
55: 1-3). Assurance is given that even fhe most distant na- 
tions shall accept it (Isa.55:4,5). The figure is dropped, 
and the invitation renewed in literal terms to come to God, 
trusting in his pardoning mercy (Isa, 55: 6,7). God’s plan 
of grace, revealed in the Scriptures, is as glorious as his 
exalted nature (Isa. 55: 8,9), and as immutable as natural 
law (Isa. 55 ; 10, 11). 

Verse 1.—Spiritual blessings are, by a figure common in 
Scripture, likened to food and drink, which are both absolute 
necessaries of life and sources of refreshment and gratifica- 
tion. Ho/ A loud call to gain the attention of those ad- 
dressed.— Every one that thirsteth: Thirst implies both a state 
of destitution and a craving. This is the universal condition 
of men. They have wants which are unsupplied, cravings 
which are unsatisfied. The appeal is, therefore, to all. It is 
not limited to any one nation or race, to any particular stage 
of civilization or refinement, to any one class, or character, or 
station in society. It applies to all,—Jew and Gentile, the 
cultivated and the savage, learned and unlearned, rich and 
poor, high and low, old and young, the upright and the 
vicious, all that have any need, that long for what they do 
not possess, whether they can, or cannot, interpret these long- 
ings to themselves, whether they do, or do not, know what will 
slake their thirst, And no distinctions are made as to the 
degree of thirst. All are invited, and are welcome, whether 
their thirst be so intense as to be felt to be insupportable, or 
the desire is so faint that the person is scarcely conscious of 
its existence. None need pause to measure the grade of 
their thirst before they can suppose themselves to be invited. 
If they have thirst enough to be willing to drink, the call is 
addressed to them.—Come ye to the waters: Suggestive of what 
is most abundant and free, and what will quench thirst as 
nothing else can. To those in tropical climes, under a burn- 
ing sun, or in the parched and arid desert, the figure is particu- 
larly striking and attractive (Psa. 42:1; 63:1; Isa.12:3; John 
4:14; 7:37; Rev. 22: 17).—He that hath no money: It is be- 
yond all price, as water that would save the life of a man 
perishing with thirst could not be estimated in money. And 
yet it is not to be purchased. It is to be had for the asking. 
He is not excluded from the invitation who has no equivalent 
to offer for this priceless boon. Unworthiness is no disquali- 
fication. Only he who offers to buy it with the counterfeit 
coin of his own merit, unwilling to accept it as a gratuity, 
will be refused.—Come ye, buy, and eat: Come as to an ample 
storehouse of rich provision, or to a well-stocked market. The 
apparent paradox of buying without money is meant to set 
forth, in the strongest manner, the freeness and largeness of 
the bounty. It is not doled out as to beggars, with stinted 
hand. They can have all they wish as their own, with 
as good a right and title as if they had bought it. And 
they may eat until they have enough,—all that their souls 
crave.— Wine and milk: To cheer and to nourish (comp, 
Gen. 49: 12). These stand here as representatives of what- 
ever is palatable and strengthening. The freeness of its be- 
stowment is again emphasized, that all who fail to obtain it 
may be seen to be without excuse. It is not forced upon those 
who are unwilling to receive it, but all may have it who will 
come to get it. 

Verse 2.—The prophet earnestly expostulates with men 
who waste their means and their energies in vain endeavors 
to satisfy the cravings of their souls in impossible ways. They 
toil for earthly possessions, or honors, or gratifications, though 
these cannot feed their souls. They inflict painful penances 


on themselves, perform burdensome rites, or slavishly seek to 
work out a legal righteousness, though pardon and peace are 





not thus to be obtained. They are spending their money for 
that which is not bread. Spend: Literally, as in margin, 
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“weigh,” because money was originally not coined, but 
weighed (Gen, 2: 9).—Labour may have its 
proper sense, or may stand for its commercial equivalent 
“earnings” (marg. Rev.)—Good; Really so, as contrasted with 
that which, though it had a fair appearance, was disappoint- 
ing and worthless.— Your soul : The word translated “soul” in 
the Old Testament does not properly mean the immortal 
spirit. The phrase simply means your self, your sentient 
nature.—Delight itself in fatness: Enjoy this rich and savory 
food (comp. Gen. 45: 18; Deut. 32:14; Psa. 63: 5). 

Verse 3.—Jncline your ear: Bending the ear toward one is 
the attitude of attention —Hear: Listen to my injunction to 
come and obtain true spiritual food. It is implied, of course, 
that hearkening will be followed by obedience. If this is 
done, Your soul shall live: You shall yourself have life, and 
that in its highest and most enduring sense—I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you: God had made a covenant with 
Israel at Sinai, which, in its national, external form, was 
temporary. The covenant written on stones was to be super- 
seded by one that would never-be effaced, written on the 
heart (Jer, 31 : 31-33; 2 Cor. 3:3; Heb. 8:7-13). And 
this indelible covenant would be made with all those who in 
good faith accept the invitation of this and the preceding 
verses. Its provisions, or the blessings which it engages to 
bestow, are styled the sure mercies of David, the gracious prom- 
ises pledged to him and infallibly secured by the word of God 
himself. The reference is to the assurance divinely granted 
to him (2 Sam. 7 : 16) of the perpetual royalty of his house, 
which is fulfilled in the Messiah, and which identifies beyond 
peradventure the Messianic hopes here expressed with the 
Messianic king uf David's line in the earlier chapters of this 
book (Isa.9:7;11:1). These blessings of Messiah’s reign shall 
be shared by all those who enter into this everlasting cove- 
nant with the Most High. The blessings are the same that 
had been already set forth by the water, the wine, the milk, 
and the feast of fatness (Isa. 25:6; Luke 14: 16ff.; Rev. 
19; 9). 

Verse 4.—I have given him for a witness—not to the peo- 
ple (Auth. Ver.), as though Israel alone was intended, but 
—to the peoples (Rev.); namely, to all the nations of man- 
kind. Messiah, who is the faithful and true witness (Rev. 3: 
14), shall testify the will and purposes of God to the whole 
earth, and make known his revelation to all men (John 1: 9; 
Isa 42: 1, 4).—A leader and commander to the peoples (Rev.): 
He is likewise to be the universal Sovereign and Lord, whom 
all men shall follow and obey (Phil. 2:10). This is the 
divinely appointed destiny of the Messiah, and this he shall 
accordingly must surely fulfill. Hence, as it is declared in the 
next verse, all nations shall gather unto Zion, to snare wer 
blessings and to worship her God. 

Verse 5.—Nations so remote that they had never been be- 
fore heard of (Psa. 18: 43, 44) should have the gospel call 
extended to them by those who already possessed it, and the 
call should not be unheeded. Nations that once knew nothing 
of the people of God should run to them with glad alacrity, 
—not drawn by their superior worldly advantages, nor with 
any mercenary motive, much less driven by any outward con- 
straint, but because of the Lord thy God (Isa. 45: 14; Zech. 8: 
20-23). The great attraction shall be the manifest presence 
of the Lord in the midst of his people-—For he hath glorified 
thee: He hath adorned thee with the beauty of holiness; he 
hath graciously bestowed upon thee that moral elevation and 
spiritual glory which is the signal mark of his own gracious 
indwelling. 

Verse 6.—With this view of the certainty of the future 
conversion of all nations, the prophet renews his exhortation. 
with fresh emphasis, and now in literal terms. If all are 
invited to come and partake of a free salvation; and if, in 
the divine purpose, Christ shall one day gather all men to 
himself;—then the obligation is imperative on every one who 
hears to avail himself of these blessed privileges while they 
are within his reach. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found : 
Consult him to gain the knowledge of his will, frequent his 
courts, resort to his ordinances and his mercy-seat where he 
dispenses his grace; seek his favor, his pardoning love, his 
sanctifying power, the full bestowment of his salvation. The 
words imply a limit to the opportunity of doing this: that a 
time is coming when he can no longer be found, though now 
he may (2 Cor. 6 : 2; Luke 13 : 24, 25).—Call ye upon him: By 
earnest believing prayer— While he is near: It does not 
require prolonged search or distant pilgrimages to discover 
him. 


:16; Jer. 32: 


hearted supplication to him. He can look upon the inmost mo- 


tion of the soul which turns with longing to him. He is near 


at all times and in every place; 


] 


its or 


near in the crowded assembly, 


near in solitary wilds; no bi bars can hinder his access 


to you, no malice of men, no afflictions or frowning provi- 


dences. 
and peace, and every heavenly blessing; near, in all the per- 


plexities and distresses of life, to all such as call upon him | 


in truth. 


Verse7.—But calling upon God, to be effectual, must be lof men. 


he will be sure to find it. His way: His wicked course of life, 
including not only his outward conduct, but all his conscious 
acts and exercises which are wrong and displeasing to God. 
This we can only do with help from above. But he who 
couples prayer with sincere endeavor will receive the help 
that he needs.—His thoughts: His evil purposes, as well as his 
desires and imaginations—Abundantly pardon: Pardon the 
entire multitude of his sins. 

Verse 8.—For my thoughts are not your thoughis, neither are 
your ways my ways; The words “thoughts” and “ways,” here 
repeated, carry a manifest reference to the preceding verse. 
This may be understood either as confirming the exhortation 
or the promise which precedes, If the former, then the 
wicked are exhorted to forsake their evil thoughts and ways, 
because these are in utter and irreconcilable variance with 
those of God, If the latter, assurance is given of the wealth 
of God’s mercy and pardoning grace by declaring that his 
acts and purposes are wholly different from those given, Men 
may be implacable and unmerciful; but it is different with 
God. God’s glory is in his infinite love and his unmeasured 
grace. 

Verse 9.—The nature of the difference above asserted, is 
here more fully explained, and by a most significant compari- 
son. The difference between our ways and thoughts, and 
those of God, is like the distance from earth to heaven, 
Contrast the magnitude of puny terrestrial ubjects with the 
vast and inconceivable celestial spaces, and we see how im- 
possible it is to measure the divine by the human, or to im- 
pose the narrow limitations of our being upon the Most High. 
That which would be impossible with men, is not, therefore, 
impossible with God. His schemes and his workings are 
upon a scale of grandeur such as we cannot even conceive. 
No limits can be prescribed to God’s amazing grace. Here it 
is precisely the incredible when judged by any human standard 
which is true. 

Verse 10.—And in addition to the grandeur and exalted 
magnitude of God’s wonderful scheme of salvation, the 
prophet here sets before us, by another impressive figure, the 
absolute certainty of its success. The figure is drawn from 
the fixedness and invariable character of the laws and opera- 
tions of material nature. Snow and rain descend from 
heaven, and water the earth, and promote vegetation ; this is 
the uniform and inevitable result. 

Verse 11.—Just so every declaration from the mouth of 
God must have complete accomplishment. He who main- 
tained the order of material nature fulfills with like precision 
his own glorious designs in his scheme of grace. His word 


of salvation can no more fail to achieve the results which he 
Vis wp petntnd fan it than naturel cesce ow Gabb to _ 


pass their own proper sequences. 





THE THIRST OF THE SOUL. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


We can choose the golden text of to-day for the text of our 
homiletic discourse. 
the lesson, as given for study, can be linked with the thoughts 
suggested by it. 

I. To begin with, let us dwell for a few moments upon the 
peculiarity of the invitation here brought by the prophet : 
“ Ho, every one!” 

When I was in Beyrut, ten years ago, it happened that I 
was walking upon the street with my old friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Jessup. He called my attention to a strange-looking creature, 


“Do you hear what that man is saying?” he asked. I turned 
to notice him more closely; he was wretchedly clad, and 
bowed down heavily with his burden; in his left hand he 
had a pair of what seemed like metal saucers, and these he 


time, as he shuffled along over the stones, he muttered a curi- 
ous jargon of sounds, apparently repeating the same syllables. 
I admitted that I heard the noises, but confessed I was pain- 
fully short of ideas. Then the good missionary told me that 
what he was muttering in Arabic was a street-cry customary 
to all carriers of water in the Orient; indeed, he was saying 
exactly what Isaiah repeated at the opening of this fifty-fifth 





He is ever just at hand, nearerthan the nearest earthly | 
friend. He can hear the faintest whisper, which breathes a true- | 


Ile is near tc help and to save; near to give comfort 


chapter: “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters!” and then right over again, with ceaseless iteration : 
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters!’ 
Hence this prophet really repeats a street-cry in order to at- 
tract attention, and then turns the figure into a swift contrast, 
as if he should exclaim: “See yonder! hear that water- 
bearer ; he offers you water at a price; I offer you milk and 
wine, and that without asking any price to be paid; why will 
you waste your money on him, when you can have what is 
more valuable freely, and close at your hand? And thus he 
turns the counsel adroitly to the gospel of faith and godly 
repentance, and the cup Christ brings for the thirst of the 
soul. 

1. Hence, the first thought that the verse suggests is this : 
| the gospel-call disdains no means of awakening the attention 


attended with a genuine and hearty repentance, which forsakes | think of old Rowland Hill, taking his stand in a public fair 


all sin, and returns unto the Lord in the path of a sincere 
ebedience, Then only can a man hope tor mercy; but then 


near the stall of a Cheap Jack, when he was plying his auc- | 


tioneer trade, “ Who will buy? who will buy?” exclaimed 


It is likely that most of the verses of | 


having a skin bottle of great size slung across his shoulder. | 


clinked against each other like two shallow bells; and all the | 


That strange repetition of a street-cry makes us | 
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the minister; “see my friend over yonder! He is trying to 
urge you up to his prices, and I am trying to bring you down 
to mine; for I offer you salvation for your souls, without 
money and without price.” 

2. And then the text suggests this; The mercy of God is 
not hindered by any poverty of human resources. Some of us 
hurrying by an open window in Richmond, once heard the 
freedmen and freedwomen singing : 

“Tf religion were a thing that your money could buy, 
The rich would go to heaven, and the poor would die!” 

II. So, in the second place, we are ready to consider the 
significance of the figure here employed : “ “ Ho, every one 
that thirsteth.” 

1. Thirst is an imperious and pervasive desire. A defini- 
tion is always instructive, and the Imperial Dictionary actu- 
ally helps us discourse in this instance, It says that thirst 
is “the suffering occasioned by want of drink ; the sensation 
is chiefly referred to the thorax and fauces, but the condition 
is really one affecting the entire body.” When such a term 
is applied to the spiritual want of men, it has a negative 
meaning with a positive force, Cold chills a man to death ; 
but cold is only the absence of heat. Darkness makes a man 
grope perilously, and fall by the way; yet darkness is only 
the absence of light. So sin drives the soul into hell; but 
sin is only the absence of holiness. Men are mace so as to 
hold communion on terms of purity with an infinitely pure 
God that formed them from the dust. Want of this renders 
their entire nature uneasy, wretched, and unspeakably long- 
ing (v. 2). 

2. Thirst is a natural and universal desire. We say, again, 
that the soul of man is intentionally and constitutionally cre- 
ated to enjoy permanent communion with the God above who 
made it. That every one of our fallen race has lost his pur- 
ity is no fault of our Father in heaven. Each human being 
was erected into existence with all the forms of spiritual 
organization on terms of correspondence with him. Hence 
the appositeness of the figure here. Longing for God in 
this ruined world is just as natural as thirsting for water 
to one deprived of drink. A constitutional necessity urges 
the deprivation into notice, and raises a relentless demand. 
Everybody feels the pressure of it, because everybody is hu- 
man (vs. 3-5). 

3. Thirst is an insatiate and increasing desire. It does 
not in any case die out with baffling and denials; it only 
rises into raging (vs. 6-9). This is what gives us an explana- 
tion of the passionate language of the psalmist, when he 
compares himself to an animal fairly dying for drink (Psa, 42: 


1-3), is is. what.exnlains.those aaa cnat 


emo Within many an impenitent man’s 
keep him continually under some unmistakable sort of reli- 
gious exercise. They are the outcry of his soul after God. 
The nature which was formed with capacities for knowing 
and loving its Maker, will never be content as long as it is 
kept away from him. Hush the restlessness as you will, 
beguile it with exciting suddenness of entertainment for its 
diversion as you will, it will possibly listen to you, and even 
be decent in its regard for your intention ; but ever and anon 
it will become uncontrollable in its anguish, the eternal 
necessities of the constitution it bears will abruptly force 
any soul to assert itself. And then, erect and defiant, it will 
demand its indefeasible, inalienable right to be in communion 
with its Maker. Ordinarily it may be quiet; but let the 
cool streams of grace be heard falling on the hillside or 
gurgling over the plain, and it will writhe in its agony; and 
then it will make the imperious will, which tries to hold it 
| back, tremble before it, as it rushes on in its desperate wrath. 
4. Thirst is a personal and individual desire. It does not 
| just belong to mankind as a race; it belongs to men as units 
| and atoms. It is folly to attempt to generalize it away as a 
symbol, and say that it is due to education, or example, or 
habit. The soul’s thirst for Jesus Christ shows itself in a 
Hindoo, who never saw the New Testament or listened toa 
Christian’s prayer. Let ys try the illustration. 
picture that awful time in the history of Israel, when for the 
space of three years the fountains of heaven were shut, and 
the troubled servants of Ahab went around searching pain- 
fully just for grass enough in the moist places to sustain the 
cattle, lest they should die. 
| thing felt the drought, and smoked and burned under a 
heated sky as if swept by the blast of a fiery furnace. And 
when, at the end of that period of pain, the clouds sent down 
rain in answer to the prayers of Elijah, it must have fallen 
upon a parched and fainting world. Yet all this thirst was 
distributive and definite in the life of living creatures one by 
one : 4t was not the nation that thirsted, nor the tribes, nor 





It is easy to 


Away over the land every living 





the families: there was not one wild cry for water that did 
not come up somewhere from a solitary life that had in itself 
The thirst 
generally relieved only by bringing the water, drop by drop, 


its particular dryness and pain. was to be 
to each spear of grass in the meadow, to each blade of corn in 
the field. 
palm to catch the shower for itself; each flower of the garden 
must unfold its petals to receive in itself the drops as they 
came,—or the water would not avail for good to the leaf or to 
the flower. 

5, Thirst is a simple and easily assuaged desire. 


Each leaf in the forest must hold out its own broad 
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Satalliile a save by the draught of water it demands; but it 
claims nothing over or beyond that. You cannot trifle with 
it a moment; but give only the drink it needs, and it will be 
hushed in a breath, and will quietly fall asleep while it is 
thanking you kindly (vs. 10,11). The seul demands Jesus 
Christ ; when it has reached him, it is satisfied swiftly and 
absolutely. That is the universal invitation of the gospel 
(see John 7 : 37). 

III. Finally, let us notice the power of the appeal here. 
There is a call, then an expostulation, then a promise, then 
an asseveration. 

How sad it seems to think that one thing only is left for us, 
by ourselves, to do! Wecan show the water, bring souls up 
to the water; but we can never drink for any one but our- 
selves. So we just have to wait. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Ho, every one that thirsteth (v. 1). Who is omitted from 
that call? Who has no thirst? Thirst was the first want of 
the first-born babe. Thirst forced an agonized ery from the 
lips of the dying Redeemer. The only ery that has come to 
us of a spirit in torment was from lips which were parching 
with endless thirst. And one of the promises precious to the 
children of God is, that in heaven they shall not thirst any 
more, There are many kinds of thirst. There is a thirst for 
knowledge, a thirst for power, a thirst for riches, a thirst for 
friendship, a thirst for sympathy, a thirst for restfulness, a 
thirst for forgiveness, a thirst for communion with God, a 
thirst for peace. Whatever is one’s thirst, it is included in 


this call. “ Ho, every one that thirsteth!” That takes in 
both you and me. Let us heed the call. 
Buy . . . without money and without price. The best things 


in this world are those which money cannot buy, and which 
are absolutely free to all. Fresh air, and sunlight, and pure 
water, and health, and character, and contentment, and love, 
and forgiveness, and joy, and peace, cannot be purchased; 
but all may have them who will. Money has its uses, but 


‘it never brings the things which are best worth having. The 


poor can have the choicest treasures of the rich, whatever 
else they lack. It is only the lower plane possessions which 
are dependent on money. 

Wherefore do we spend . . . your labor for that which satisfieth 
not? (v. 2.) There is a great deal of misdirected labor in the 
world; not merely useless, but misdirected labor. Men spend 
their strength in efforts to acquire that which would give 
them no satisfaction if they had it. Some vant to be known 








you are not there, you ought to ‘tae 9 your way and find 
God’s way as soon as possible. 

My word ... shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it 
(v.11). God has not written his word, and laid his plans 
for its preaching and teaching, to no purpose. It shall prove 
a success in the direction of his pleasure. If a man is called 
to be a missionary, he can have a share in God’s work, and 
reap honor and reward accordingly. But if that man refuses 
to go, or goes and is unfaithful to his trust, God is not foiled, 
nor is the mission a failure. The permanent loss is only to the 
recreant one. God will see that his gospel is preached in 
that field by one man, if not by another. So of every person 
called to be a preacher, or a teacher, or a Christian worker, 
anywhere. The privilege of service is to him or to her, just 
there. But God is not dependent on that service. It isa 
comfort to know while we stand for God, or press forward at 
his command, that we are in a work which is absolutely sure 
of success. In the home circle, in the Sunday-school, in the 
prayer-meeting, in the editorial room, in the pulpit, if we 
will simply take God’s word, and use it as God directs, we 
need have no fear of failure. That word shall prosper in 
the thing whereto God has sent it. In what other service is 
there such certainty ? 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


Begin the lesson by calling attention to the threefold nature 
of man. He has a body, a mind, a soul. Each of these parts 
of his nature has wants that can be satisfied only in a particu- 
lar way. The body craves food and drink, and nothing can 
take the place of that. Now, suppose that proclamation 
should be made in any city that all the wants of the body 
would be supplied by a given person without money and with- 
out price. What would be the result? Would not thousands 
upon thousands flock to that person’s house, not only from 


that city, but from ali over the land? And if bodily healing 


were included in the offer, what a stream of invalids would 
surge around that dwelling! No imagination can picture 
adequately the gatherings around any centre from which such 
streams of blessing went forth all for nothing. The hungry, 
the ragged, the maimed, the blind, the paralyzed, the old and 
young, natives, foreigners, rich, poor,—how they would surge 
and surge around that centre of blessing ! 

The mind, however, cannot be satisfied, in its peculiar crav- 
ings, by meat and raiment. Its wants, ay, its hunger and 
thirst, must be satisfied with other food. To meet this want, 
coliges and universities are founded. They have to charge 
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ball-player. Some want to-be foremost | cinenar travelers, or 
readers, or writers, or artists. Some struggle for riches, 
others for office, others for influence and power. Some desire 
above all to live luxuriously, others want to appear well in 
the eyes of all. But who of all these would be thoroughly 
contented if he acquired that which he is struggling for? Man 
is so constituted that he can never be satisfied until he has 
attained to the loftiest ideal. _He may struggle for that which 
is far below the ideal; but it would not content him if it 
were secured to him. The highest ideal is never realized 
except in oneness with Christ. Effort for whatever falls 
short of this, is “labor for that which satisfieth not.” 

Seek ye the Tord while he may be found (v.6). The best 
time for any search is when there is most hope of finding 
what is sought. A country school-bcy would see the folly 
of going into the fields to look for strawberries in January, 
or into the woods for chestnuts in May. No ice-packer 
would go to the river to gather his year’s ice in midsummer. 
A business man would never think of going to the bank for 
a discount after dark on a legal holiday. If any sensible 
man wanted to be sure of finding a doctor or a lawyer at his 
oflice, he would know that the safest time to look for him 
there would be in office hours. If this is so in the lesser 
things, why not in the greater? God says that “now is the 
accepted time” for finding him. He gives no assurance that 
he can be found an hour from now. “Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found.” That time is now. 

Let the wicked forsake his way (v.7). Most persons would be 
glad to have God come and help them in their business. Ifa 
rumseller, or a gambling-house keeper, or a burglar, or a 
murderer, could be sure of havipg God’s assistance in his 
pet iniquity by asking for it, a great many would pray who 





now never think of doing it. There are, however, many 
prayers offered for God’s help in evil-doing, or for his bless- 
ing on work that ought never to be done. Men form their | 
own plans—plans which involve in their success the jnjury 
of others, or which demand time and strength which | 
belong to very different service—and then they ask God to | 
aid them in carrying those plans through. But God's choicest | 

blessings are never found except in his way—in his path. | 

God never leaves his own course to help an evil man in his. | 
If the wicked man wants a blessing, he must forsake his way, 

and walk in God’s way. Are you seeking a blessing which 


sake of pardon. 


'y | pardon. 


| procuring pardon from me are not my ways.” 
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no fee at all, perfectly free to all who wanted its intellectual 
pabulum. And, further, suppose that all knowledge could be 
imparted at this university, so that no thirst of human minds 
would go unslaked. See how again a different current of 
humanity would begin to roll towards that centre of educa- 
tion. All the professors of the world would go there to learn 
whether their theories were true. Huxley, Darwin, Spencer, 
would be there. All discoverers would go there too, and, 
indeed, all men who had an intellectual problem that puzzled 
them. All poor young men with keen intellectual appetite 
would crowd its lecture-halls to have their hunger appeased. 
No great urging would be needed. Merely a general invita- 
tion given once, and only once. 

But body and mind are not all that there is to man. He 
has a soul as well. And knowledge, merely as knowledge, 
will not satisfy the cravings of that soul. It, too, has appe- 


tites and cravings which must be met and assuaged by their |. 


own appropriate food. And nothing on earth can do this. 
Bodily food may come up from the earth, but spiritual food 
must come down to the earth. And just because there is no 
way of meeting these wants of our higher nature here, God 
sends down an invitation, and graciously calls men to himself, 
that he may satisfy their cravings. Our lesson contains this 
gracious invitation. See, now, what is included in this invi- 
tation : 

1. Pardon.—Some one says, “Is that all?” No, it is not 
all; but if it were all, it would be a great thing. Free pardon! 
Just think of it! See what men have done, and are doing, to 
have their sins pardoned. Pilgrimages, for hundreds of miles, 
are still taken by many thousands, in India, and Turkey, to 
famous shrines and temples, so as to procure pardon. Penances 
of the most painful kind, watchings, fastings, flagellations, tor- 
tures, are willingly endured, by many myriads of men, for the 
Death itself has been courted and welcomed, 
by many a mistaken devotee, in the vain hope of procuring 
No suffering and no expense has been too great for 
men to undertake in the hope of procuring pardon. -All the 
false religions of the world are merely a history of the des- 
| Perate efforts of men to secure pardon. Yet here pardon is | 
| offered free. Only one condition is laid down; and that is, 
“Stop sinning, and ask,” and you shall be abundantly par- 
doned. God here argues with men, and says : “ Your ways of | 


He urges men 





passioned argument with men to cease from their toilsome 
and useless ways, and adopt God’s sure method. No money, 
no price, no labor, is demanded,—only just repentance. 

Why, then, are not God’s invitations responded to as the 
invitations to those in bodily need or in mental want would 
be? Why are not churchesand Sunday-schools overrun with 
applicants for pardon? Why are teachers and preachers and 
missionaries, at home and abroad, obliged to say so often with 
Isaiah, “ Who hath believed our report”? Not because men 
do not want pardon, but because they do not want it on God’s 
terms. They want pardon, but they do not want to stop sin- 
ning. “Let the wicked forsake his way,” says God. “I 
won't,” says the sinner. 

2. All Needed Things.—All spiritual thirst and hunger are 
included in this invitation (see vs. 1, 2). Whatever soul-need 
you have that is unsatisfied, God stands ready to assuage. If 
he has provided for the satisfaction of all bodily and mental 
wants, can we suppose that he has forgotten the higher needs 
of our immortal nature? Certainly not. For as much more 
valuable as the soul is than the body, so much more surely 
will he make provision for its wants. But we have, even in 
this gracious invitation, 22 awful warning. It is always so in 
the Bible. Warnings and invitations are always commingled, 
and when men try to tear out the warnings, they tear out the 
invitations with them. Take even the verse, “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Is there no awful note of warning, even in that verse? What 
does the word “ perish” mean, then? What does “that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish” mean, excepting 
that whosoever believeth not should perish? See the two 
statements, one made, the other implied: “ Whosoever believ- 
eth in him should not perish,” Whosoever believeth not in him 
should perish. So in our lesson we have the implied warning. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found” is written, Seek 
ye the Lord before he cannot be found is implied. There will 
come a time when it is too late, and of that time God says 
thrice elsewhere: “Ye shall seek me, and shall not find 
me” (Prov. 1: 28; Hos.5:6; John7 : 34, 36). 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 





The last lesson of the year, except the review, comes with 
another invitation to accept the Saviour whom the prophets 
foretold. Each teacher will know how best to deliver the 
message to the children of her own care and intimate 
knowledge, as no stranger could do. Pen and ink, paper and 
tepe, << weld suvsuitutes for an earnest manner and tender 
words from a heart glowing with love for the Master and his 
work, a teacher looking into the little faces of those whose 
eternal destiny may depend upon the faithfulness with which 
this gracious message is given. One way of teaching is sug- 
gested,—to use the lesson as one of persuasion, the verses as 
designated to explain and enforce the reality of the call. For 
very little ones, some points may be selected, and made still 
more simple. This is one of the lessons in which those fond 
of blackboard designs might make a large cross on the board, 
and then recall parts of the last lesson. Then, to use in 
reviewing at the close, print the divisions of the lesson : 





WHO SAYS | 

TO WHOM | 

WHO SHALL | 

HOW 

WHEN 

WHY | 
| 








Whom did the prophet Isaiah foretell? How could we 
bear the sad picture, if he had not told us why the Saviour 
was willing to endure so much and die so shamefully? God, 
who told Isaiah what to say, sent by him, like a trumpet voice, 
a call that sounds to-day,—Come. Nothing was left undone 
or unsaid to make us receive the message. Look in verses 1, 
2, and 3, and find he says “ho!” “hearken,” “incline your ear,” 
“hear ;” four times bidding us listen, and four times saying, 
“Come.” This was God’s call by Isaiah ; but long before, in 
ways we could not count, God had been saying “Come.” He 


said to Noah, “Come thou and all thy house into the ark.” — 


How safe all that family were because they obeyed that call! 
All through the Bible are calls to come, and on the last page 
is a call almost like the words of the prophet Isaiah. Jesus 
said, “Come unto me.” What are those sweet words of his, 
“Suffer little children” ? 

To Whom Shall We Come ?—To make his word plain, God 


| has used many word-pictures to help us to understand. Look 
| in verse 1, and see where he tells all thirsty ones to come. 


What do thirsty people want most? In that country, for 
months, it does not rain; and in deserts, after the water they 
carried was gone, travelers died of thirst. In the dry seasons, 
water was sold; and everybody was glad to buy it,—to pay for a 
drink, or to pay for going to a spring or well on another's 


seems delayed? Haze a care that you are not seeking it on | to enter upon his way, which in many respects is easier, and | land. But Isaiah showed that this call to all was as free as a 


something which is mworthy of a blessing. 


If you are in | in all respects is the only way in which pardon can be secured. | flowing fountain where anybody could come and drink. The 


God’s way, you can ask for the blessing in confidence. If | In fact, the verses of the lesson are, for the most part, an im- | best food in that country of vineyards and cattle was wine 
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and milk. He calls them to come and buy, or take without | 
money or price, both wine and milk. How plain Jesus made | 
it when, one day, he sat by a well-side in Samaria. He asked | 
a woman who came to draw water to give him a drink ; but | 
he forgot his own thirst when he began to teach her about | 
the soul’s wanting something to satisfy it like thirst and hunger | 

of the body. He said: “If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink,” and called himself “the bread of life.” | 
Look in verse 3, and see who only can make an everlasting 
covenant; in verse 6, find whom the wicked are to seek ; in | 
verse 7, who only can abundantly pardon. 


Who Shall Come ?—In verse 1, who is called? So they who | 
feel the need of a friend to love and save, like the hungry | 
poor with no money to buy food, need bring nothing to buy | 
or secure the favor of God. Suppose you feel too sinful to | 
come to a Saviour so pure and good, or too much ashamed to | 
confess to him how wicked your heart and life have been. 
Look in verse 7, and see if the wicked and the unrighteous | 
are not the very ones he asks. What was laid on him? After | 
he has already borne and suffered for your sins, need they 
keep you from answering his call: “Come unto me, and I will | 
give you rest”? 

How Can I Come #—Suppose a thirsty one in a dry land 
should say, “I want that water, but I cannot understand how it | 
can be given for nothing. I hear the call, but it may not be | 
for me.” Does not verse 1 mean that all who are thirsty should | 
come and take freely? Read verse 2, and see how vain to try 
and satisfy the soul with anything else. Will you always be 
a little happy child? Will toys and home, mother and father, 
last forever? If you live, you must grow up, and have toils 
and cares and trials. Will play-time now keep away sorrow, 
or help you to bear it? “Come unto me,” says the Saviour. 
In verse 6, find that word which means to search, to look for. 
Jesus came from heaven to seek and save sinners. Since he 
is seeking you, you need not seek long to find him, and not 
one ever came in vain. What does Isaiah say you must 
cease doing, and learn to do? Look again in verse 7, and see 
what to forsake, and to whom to return. 

Where to Come.—When your mother calls, “Come to me, 
my child,” where does she mean for you to come? More 
than once the Bible says, “To-day if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.” If you refuse to come to-day, will 
you be as likely to come to-morrow? next year? Look in 
verse 6, and see when is the time to seek the Lord, to call upon 
him. You are sure he may be found while he is calling. Is 
not that the best time to answer? Will he ever seem nearer 


than in these closing days of a year full of blessings to you ? 
Who gave all that has made yous life happy? In these iav- 


] 
| 
| 





ful Christmas days, when you are giving and receiving gifts, 

could anything make your life so surely blest as to give your 
heart to Jesus, he who came as the Fathers Christmas 
gift to the whole sinful world? Will any other time be so | 


good to come as now? 

Why Should We 
reason why any soul who hears should not come? Not one, 
but every reason why we should. Look at the promises, 
even in this one lesson. In verse 1, salvation free and wel- 
come to all; in verse 2 is promised delight of the soul ; in verse 


3, “your soul shall live;” no loss, no death, but a sure cove- | 


nant,—the dear Father ready to clasp hands in an everlasting 
covenant with each of his sinful children ; and shall any hold 
back, refusing to give him hand and heart? 
with him, in verse 4, a leader to guide, to walk hand in hand, | 
each step in life, in the shadow of the valley, through the | 
low gate of death, out beyond into the home of the Holy One, | 
for, in verse 5, “he hath glorified thee.” Do sins seem to for- | 
bid such hope? verse 7, “he will abundantly pardon.” Do we 
hope too much? Our poor lowly thoughts are like cloud shad- 
ows on the ground, and his (v. 9) how high ? We know his every 
word shall be fulfilled (vs. 10, 11) as surely as each rain- 
drop and snowflake performs the mission his hand sent it to 
do. Shall leaf, bud, blossom, yield fruit and beauty, and our 
poor hearts be silent to his “Come”? And yethe calls. Jesus 
pictures himself at the door of the heart, like a weary traveler 
in the night-dews, saying: “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him,’—that is on earth; 
for if any love him, and obey, he has said, “My Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him.” “Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” 





| his time and strength? (v. 2.) 


Come?—Why not? Is there one good | 


How safe to be | 


those who feel able to purchase salvation, or does it not? 
(Matt. 9:13.) For what does every man give very much of 
How are his physical wants 
| to be met, if he devotes his time and strength to securing 
spiritual good? (Matt. 6: : 31-83.) Does Christianity, then, 
inculcate negligence in business? (Rom. 12:11.) How can 
the two pursuits be reconciled? (1 Cor. 10: 31; 2 Thess. 3: 8-10.) 
For what length of time does Christ, according to his promise, 


| receive as his own all who accept his invitation? (v. 3; 


2Sam.7:24.) In what respects was David a type of C hrist? 
(v. 4; hin 30:9; Ezek. 34: 23, 24.) When did these 
prophets, who spake of David’s mission, prophesy? What 


| state of things did Isaiah behold in the Gentile world 


when the knowledge of the gospel should be given unto 
them? (v. 5.) How long shall Gentile nations outrun the 


| Jews in response to their Leader’s call? (Rom. 11:25.) If 


this is a day of peculiar privilege to Gentiles, what admoni- 
tion is it the part of wisdom to heed at once? (v.6.) At 
what age can the will and affections be most easily surrendered 
| to Christ? Is it, or is it not, possible for an individual to 
delay until the Lord cannot be found? (Prov. 1 : 24-28; 

| Luke 13: 24.) How is a man to set about seeking him, if he 


| desires to find him? (v.7.) Why is it impossible to cherish 


our natural thoughts, and pursue our natural course of con: | 
duct, and yet secure the favor of God? (vs. 8, 9.) What | 
other interpretation may be given to these verses in view of 
God’s abundant pardon to the penitent? How does the 
execution of God’s gracious purposes toward man’s spiritual 
needs compare with the execution of the same toward his 
physical needs? (vs. 10,11.) What lesson, therefore, should 
be suggested to us by the falling of rain, the budding of seeds, 
and the gathering of harvests? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





MO, EVERY ONE! 


WATER THIRSTY 
BREAD HUNGRY 

for th 
MERCY nme SUPPLIANT 
PARDON SINNER 


WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE. 








SEEK 


ye the Lord while he mau he fo-—+ 


CALL 


ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked 


| FORSAKE 


his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and iet him 


| RETURN 
unto the Lord, 
AND HE WILL HAVE MERCY UPON HIM. 




















— 
| 





WHAT GOD OFFERS TO ALL. 


handing the cup thereafter for you to drink from it. For this 
service he expects a small fee. 

The water-skin, however, is not the only, or the best, vessel 
used by the water-carriers. Water that is kept long in askin 
spoils, acquiring a strong, disagreeable taste and odor. A 
better vessel, therefore, for carrying water, is the ibreeq, a po- 
rous jar of gray earth. The porosity of this jar keeps the 
water cool, by permitting free evaporation. Like the water- 
skin, the ibreeq is slung upon the back, the spout appearing 
over the left shoulder. When an ibreeq-carrier gives you to 
drink, he holds the cup in his right hand, and bends over 
until the water pours from the spout. 

The cry of the prophet, therefore, “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth,” is one which is often heard in most Oriental cities. 
It is simply an allusion to one of the commonest facts of Ori- 
ental life. 

With regard to the rabbinical interpretation of this passage, 
it is only necessary to say that the water which is spoken of 
is said by the rabbins to be the Torah or law of Moses. This 
passage is then made the starting-point for a whimsical inter- 
pretation of Exodus 15: 22, where it stated that the Israelites 
traveled for three days in the wilderness of Shur without find- 
ing water. The meaning of this, we are gravely told, is that 
the children of Israel traveled for three days without reading 
or hearing the law of God (Buxtorf, Synagoga, LX). 

“Wirnout Monry anp Wirnovut Pricr.”—It was not 
without reason that the ancient Egyptians who worked in the 
Sinaitic peninsula marked the spots where water was to be 
found by placing high up on the rocks the ankh, or ansate 
cross, the symbol of life. To an Arab tribe, its wells are in- 
deed its life. The traveler journeying beneath the burning 
heat, with dry water-skins, and tormented by intolerable 
thirst, knows that water is worth more than money. As a 
matter of fact, if he is traveling in strange territory,—that is, 
territory which does not belong to his Arab escort,—he will 
have to purchase the water which he uses. The wells belong 
to the tribe of Bed’ween in whose territory they are. If the 
tribe is under no agreement witlt the traveler, they will fill 
his water-skins for him—for a consideration. In a recent 
case, the charge for filling the water-skins amounted to about 
five dollars in American money. 

It would be unfair, however, not to mention that water is 
sometimes offered in the streets of Oriental cities “ without 
money and without price.” Occasionally a visitor to the 
tomb of a saint adds to his store of good works by paying a 
water-carrier to go through the streets of the city, offering 
water freely, and in the name of God, to all who are athirst. 
tion to all to partake freely, and invokes the blessing of God 
upon the head of the man who has done this deed of charity. 

Still, a gift is not.often made in the East from purely un- 
selfish motives. When an Oriental offers you anything, he 
expects that you will respond by making a gift of at least 
equal value. If you occupy a higher position than he, he 
expects that the gift will be proportionably greater. If you 

repay him at once by offering him twice the value of the gift 
in money, he will not be one whit abashed, but will accept it 
as only what was to be expected under the circumstances. 











QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


What messianic work is set forth in the fifty-third chapter 
of Isaiah? What fulfillment of ancient prophecy did Isaiah 
see resulting from this work? (Gen. 9 : 27 ; Isa. 54: 2, 3.) 

Who are invited to partake freely of the provisions of the 
redemptive work? (v. 1.) Under what figures are they 
represented? Which one of these figures represented joy, 
and which one strength, to the Oriental mind? Do all, or 
only a part, of the race, thirst spiritually? How many times 
is the invitation repeated ? 





1. THE WATER OF LIFE. | 
2. THE BREAD OF HEAVEN. | 
3. THE LIFE EVERLASTING. 
4. THE FINAL TRIUMPH. 


LACKETH ...LET HIM 
ASK OF GOD,... AND IT SHALL 
BE GIVEN IM. 


IF ANY OF YOU 

















HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“The water of life is flowing.” 

“There is a fountain filled with blood.” 

“ Art thou weary, art thou languid.” 

“T heard the voice of Jesus say.” 

““There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 

“Come, ye disconsolate, where’er ye languish.” 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


“Ho, Every OnE THAT Turrsteru.”—One of the char- 

| acteristic figures of an Oriental street is the water-carrier. 
the traveler passes along, he is arrested by a strange cry, and, 

| looking up, he sees a man with a well-filled water-skin slung upon | plains. The same is true, though not on so large a scale, of 
| his back. The narrower end of the skin passes under the left | the streams which supply the Jordan. 


| Heavens... Ways.—Of course, the ordinary Oriental 
' has no such conception of limitless extension as the Occiden- 
tal has when he thinks of the sky. The Muhammadan still 
holds to that conception of the firmament which is etymologi- 
cally expressed, perhaps, in our word “ heaven,”—that which 
is heaved up. To the true believer in Islam there are seven 
heavens stretched high above the earth. Those seven heav- 
ens—seven separate stories—are called in the Qurin the seven 
| paths, or the seven ways; because they are the paths of the 
holy angels, and of sun, moon, and stars. Perhaps there is an 
allusion to this popular Semitic belief in the words of the 
prophet: “ For [as] the heavens are high above the earth, so my 
paths [in the heavens] are high above your paths [upon the, 
earth].” God’s paths, or ways, are in the heavens; man’s 
paths, or ways, are upon the earth ; so God and man move on 
different planes, and with different thoughts. 

“For THE Rarn ComETtH Down AND THE SNow.”—In 
the East, the failure of the periodical rains generally means 
famine. Any one familiar with the history of India knows’ 
how frequently the failure of the rain in that country has 
been followed by widespread famine, and the death of mil- 
lions of people. Even within the present generation, with 
all the increased facilities in modes of transportation, the. 
British Government has more than once been obliged to con- 
fess that it could not fully cope with the distress occasioned 
by the failure of the rains over a large district. 








Not less important is the snow. The great rivers of India 


As | are fed from the snows of the HimdAlaya, whose gradual melt- 


| ing sends the life-giving floods down through the parching 


The slow melting of 


arm ; and the water is kept from escaping by the thumb of the | the snow from the mountains makes rivers of what otherwise 
left hand, which is pressed closely upon the aperture whence | would be, in the rainy season, destructive torrents, and, in the 
the water will pour in due time. This is the water-carrier, summer season, dry wady-beds. Of both the rain and the snow, 


and his cry is to attract the attention of the thirsty. 
| Signify y 


Does this invitation extend to | cup, and, removing his thumb, let the water spurt into it, 





If you | Povsatscs:= the prophet speaks but truth when he says that it 


“watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, and 
giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater.” 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BOOKS. 


iene Studies of the Lord’s Day. 1émo, pp. xiv, 392. Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.50.. 


Nuttie’ oe. By Charlotte M. Le 12mo, pp. ix, 427. New York: 
Macmillan and Company. Price 


Honoria ; or, The eee of a life. By Rose ng i6mo, pp. 279. New 
fork : Anson ft Randolph & Co, Price, $1.2 


Michael's Treasures ; or, Choice Silver. By Emma Marshall. ae, pp. 
vill, 186. New York : Robert Carter and Brothers. Price, $1.00. 


The Py yet: An illustrated pape for Sunday and general sain, 
Vol. XX. Sq. 8vo, pp. iv, New York : Cassell & Company, Lim- 
ted. 


Due mie gt or, Cuba past and present. By Maturin M, Ballou. 12mo, 
BPs . ix, 316. "Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, 


“Us:” An old-fashioned story. Ay Mejgarrort. With illustrations 
by Walter Crane. 12mo, pp. York : Macmillan and Com. 
pany. 


Taa¢ Child's Pictorial. A monthly colored ine. Annual volume. 
ay to Dec 


sember, 1885. Sq. 8vo, pp. 128. New York: E. and J. B. 
Yokes & Co. 


Dot : The story of a a, pees. y Annie teens. With twelve full-page 


illustrations by T. mo, pp. London: Hodder and 
Stoughton. Price, ot td. 


Sermons by T. De Witt Talm . Delivered in the Brooklyn Tabernacle. 
ae yhically reported and | gp First series. 12mo, pp. xi, 
405. New York: Funk and Wagnalls. 


The Ethics of George Eliot’s Works. By the late John Crombie Brown. 
With an Introduction by Charles Gordon Ames. 12mo, pp. xx, 111. 
Philadelphia : George H. Buchanan and Company, 


“ Defence and Confirmation" of the Faith. Six lectures delivered before 
the Western Theological Seminary in the year 1885, on the —oe 
¢. the — Lectureship. 12m0, pp. 201. New York: Funk and 

agnalls. 


Dr. Deems’ Sermons. Fostpoight discourses, res Sunday 
morning sermon preached from i Le at tf) the Chureh of the 


Strangers," by me Pastor. 4to, pp. 34. New York: Funk and Wag- 
enllan Price, $1.50. 


Unele Tom’s Cabin; or, Life among the lowly. By Harriet Beecher 
Stowe. New edition, “— an introductory account of the work by 


the author. 12mo PP. = , 500. Boston and New York : Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co, Price, $1.00. 


Puspbies of the Lake ; or, eos seven stories of Jesus by the Sea of Gali- 
lee. A Sunday book for young readers. By J. R. Macduff, D.D. 
Illustrated by A, Rowan, — Pp. vill, 202, New York : Robert 
Carter and Brothers. Price, $1.25 


5 of ag wh Its obligations and illite By the Rev. Jam 
Stacy D.D., Pastor Presbyterian Church, Newnan, Georgia. With 
rtrait of the author. 12mo pe. viii, 318. Richmond, Va.: The 

Presbyterian Committee of Pb tion. Price, $1.50. 


Kansas : The prelude to the wee 7 J ge, Union, (American Common- 
wealths Series. Edited by Horace E. Sg A eity RS Ww. 
Spring, Professor in English romaine in the Universi Kansas. 

0, pp. vi, 334. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. 





MORE HOLIDAY BOOKS FOR CHILDREN-* 


One of the most original Christmas books for children, 
published in the season of 1883 and 1884, was Mr. 
Howard Pyle’s Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, in 


which Mr. Pyle served as author, illustrator, an and designer 
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were artists eeias ies iy gos rae and chil- 
dren before Miss Greenaway used the former to delineate 
the latter. These Rosebuds are fresh and pretty pictures ; 
those in colors nicely reproducing the tints, while the 
pencil reproductions almost seem the original drawings. 
The accompanying rhymes are quite within the capacity 
of little children ; indeed, some of them are dangerously 
near what another juvenile book, in its title, calls Flat- 
land, 

There is nothing flat—save the suggested material of 
presentation—in Slate-and-Pencil People,—pictures by 
F. Opper, one of the artists of Puck, and rhymes by 
Emma A. Opper. The book is a clever one, which will 
amuse the children, and sometimes their elders, as in the 
description, by text and picture, of the man of good 
advice : 

“ Don’t meddle; always mind ; 
Save all the pins you find ; 
Do a good turn whenever you are able ; 
Don’t giggle and don’t stare ; 
Don’t fail to brush your hair ; 
Don’t answer back, and don’t sing at the table!” 
etc., or in the following bit of wormwood: 
“You never know 
Until you go 
And take a look 
At the photograph-book, 
What a dreadful lot 
Of relatives you’ve got!” 
There is nothing positively coarse or objectionable in 
the volume, although a certain lack of refinement is 
sometimes apparent. 

The idea of The Baby’s Journal is somewhat better 
than its execution. It consists of poems about babies by 
“Florence Percy,” “ Ethel Lynn,” George Cooper, and 
others w th blank leaves for name, items, and gifts, and 
nume! v_ pictures, the whole daintily produced in gold 
and « oc 3. Mothers will find it a pleasant gift, whether 
made ii ectly or in the baby’s name. 

The aathor of that widely popular book, The Story of 
the B_ble, presents this year, in a large volume, a collec- 
tion of original Fables and Allegories, with many new 
pictures. The work is a commendable one; the author 
has a knack of presenting moral truths in a remarkable 
way, without dullness on the one hand, or undue flip- 
pancy on the other. This collection of modern fables 





other work, have further shown his desire to to labor, like 
Mr. W. J. ‘Lantos and some other artists, in both the 
literary and the artistic field. His book for the present 
season is Pepper and Salt; or, Seasoning for Young 
Folk, in which he tells stories and sings songs for chil- 
dren in entertaining fashion. Mr. Pyle has certainly 
been unusually successful in catching the trick of using 
old-style English without unpleasant affectation, and 
therefore his work has an archaic charm which well 
befits the subjects of his tales. The pictures are repro- 
duced by the process-work employed in the Robin Hood 
book, and prettily accompany the text. The “ moral” 
of both is cleverly and wittily introduced. Nothing is 
said about it in the volume, but the designs well lend 
themselves to coloring by a skillful, and not too young, 
boy or girl. 

Miss Gerson’s Rosebuds is a pretty book of designs, in 
colors and plain, in the style popularly known as the 
Kate Greenaway. 

“* Most can raise the flowers now, 
For all have got the seed,” 
complained Tennyson of his followers; and a similar 
lament might come from Miss Greenaway. But there 


* Pepper and Salt; or, Seasonin for Young Folk. Prepared by Howard 
Pyle, Tro, cloth, illustrated, Pp. aN New York: Harper and Brothers. 


Rosebuds. By Virginia Gerson, are 8vo, boards, illustrated, pp. 

64, New York: White, Stokes, and Allen, Price, $2.00. 
Slate-and-Pencil People. Pictures by F. OP Ber verses by Emma A. 
r. 4to, boards, pp. 244. New York : White kes, and Allen. Price, 





The Baby’s Journal. Sere Ses os iled by S. Alice Bray. Obl 
16mo, cloth, pp. 4. New York: Anso DF. Ra. nA. ndolph & Co. Brice, §2: 200, 


Fables and All ries for Young ina Old. By the author of The eat 
of the Bible. 4to, cloth, illustrated, pp. 512. Philadelphia : Charles Foster. 
ak Little Men and Women: Serene Stories and Poems for Young- 
ers. Square 8vo, boards, pp. 296. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. 

Price, $1.50. 

Lob Lie-by-the-Fire ; or, The Luck of Lingborough. By Juliana Hora- 
tia Ewing. Lllustrated by Randolph Caldecott. 8vo, boards, pp. 72. Lon- 
don : Soc’ ety for Promoting Christian Knowledge. New York: E. ani 
J.B. Young & Co. Price, 30 cents, net. 

Poems of Child Life and Country Life. Written by Juliana Horatia 
Ewing ; depicted by R. Andre. 6 vols. : Convalescence ; Grandmother's 

ring ; The Mill Stream ; Baby, PY, , Kitty; The Poet and the Brook; 

other" 8 Birthday Re view. Each rob iémo, boards, Pp. 32. London: 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge; New York: E. and J. B. 
Young & Co. Price, each, 30 cents, net. 

Under the Snow, by Katherine Maequoid, illustrated b uold, 

. 122; The Little Old Portrait, by Mrs. 3%. Molesworth, ii Mastraved by W 

inston, pp. 147; The Two V iolets, VA lia Se! Lowndes, ithastfated 
ad w. oe, oP 119; A Spee of oe Heather Austin Clare, 
i ted by Morigan, pp. 1243 Two Friends, b a ae. Sitwell, ius. 
trated by W. ¥, ya pp. 1 0, cloth: ndon : Societ 
Promoting Christian Knowledge ; yt rele E. and J. B. Young TE 
Price of each, 45 cents. 

In the Land of the Moose, the Bear, and the Beaver: Adventures in 
we , pants of the Athabasca. By Achilles Daunt. 12mo, cloth pee 

Prise of London, Edinburgh, and New York : T. Nelson and So 


Children’s Stories in steeple bee By Henrietta Shrigean 
ht. ariee Boriones 
} Fre Davis nee cloth, pp. ix, 356, New 








terials for the e rea ng een son Fae Bolt SRE chil- 
dren’s bed-time, or on rainy days or Sundays. 

Some such use may also be made of Our Little Men 
and Women, the bound volume of the magazine for 
readers younger than the patrons of St. Nicholas or 
Wide Awake. In this we are glad to note that the 
editor, as in Wide Awake, arouses her young readers’ 
interest in books and authors. The American pictures 
are better than the electrotypes of foreign cuts. 

Since the death of Mrs. Juliana Horatia Ewing, her sto- 
ries—tender, pathetic, humorous, true to nature—have 
been more popular than ever, and Jackanapes and The 
Story of aShort Life have become favorites in America. A 
new book, the present season, is Lob Lie-by-the-Fire ; or, 
The Luck of Lingborough,—a bright and interesting 
Scotch story, made additionally attractive by illustra- 
tions drawn by Randolph Caldecott, who is undoubtedly 
the best book illustrator in England at the present day. 
Its remarkable cheapness, in view of its other merits, 
will recommend the book. : 

From Mrs. Ewing as author, and R. André as designer, 
come six small books, brilliant without and within, with 
their gold and colors, called Poems of Child Life and 
Country Life, in six books. The six are Convalescence; 
Grandmother’s Spring ; The Mill Stream; Baby, Puppy, 
Kitty; The Poet and the Brook ; and Mother’s Birthday 
Review. Of these, The Poet and the Brook is the best, 
and Mother’s Birthday Review the weakest; but all are 
bright, pretty, and pure. Where a better artistic and 
literary thirty-cents’ worth can be found this season, we 
do not know. 

These books come from that strong publishing house, 
the London Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 
The same society sends out several books of a series a 
little larger, a little dearer (45 cents), bound in cloth 
instead of boards, and addressed to children between ten 
and fifteen. These are Under the Snow and A Picture 
Story, by Katherine Macquoid, illustrated by T. Mac- 
quoid; The Little Old Portrait, by Mrs. Molesworth; 
The Two Violets, by Cecilia Selby Lowndes; A Sprig of 
White Heather, by Austin Clare; and Two Friends, by 
8. M. Sitwell. The books of Mrs. Molesworth and Miss 
Lowndes are accompanied by pictures by W. Gerson; 
the last two on the list are illustrated by W. J. Morgan. 
Publishing houses have a general literary style; 


; 80 we 
find in these volumes, as we expected, a gentle, gracious 


tone, a sound religious spirit, not aggressively put forth, 
and smooth writing. The books by Mrs. Macquoid and 
Mrs. Molesworth are the most notable. The lithographed 
pictures are printed with the text; they are only fairly 
good. The bindings are pretty, and imitate hand-paint- 
ing. 

In the land of the Moose, the Bear, and the Beaver, 
by Achilles Daunt, is one of the stirring natural-history 
stories the boys have learned to expect from the house 
of T. Nelson and Sons. It is readable and moral, but at 
times a little slangy. 

Children’s Stories in American History, by Henrietta 
Christian Wright, is a well-made book, in which, in 
graphic style, are presentéd trustworthy accounts of 
some of the less familiar parts of the history of the 
American continent: the days of the mound-builders, 
the Norse discoveries of Vinland, Cortez in Mexico, 
Pizarro in Peru, Cartier in Canada, The French and 
English in Maine, etc. The illustrations, by J. Steeple 
Davis, are rather poor; for which fact, we imagine, the 
process-work engraver is partly responsible. 





HOLIDAY MISCELLANEA. 


With the approach of the holiday season always comes 
a flood of miscellaneous publications, adapted to the real 
or supposed needs of the season. In the present notice, 
we group such miscellaneous publications, not books, as 
have come to hand to the date of this writing. 

Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. publish this year two new 
calendars, the Lowell and the Whitney : the first being 
made up of selections from the writings of James Russell 
Lowell ; the second, from the writings of Mrs. A. D. T. 
Whitney. One may -question the appropriateness of 
adding the latter writer’s name to a series which consists 
of the names of Holmes, Emerson, Whittier, Longfellow, 
and Lowell. The Lowell calender is illustrated with 
Mr. Lowell’s portrait and a view of Elmwood; the 
Whitney calendar is a gorgeous thing of gold and red, 
with a Kate Greenaway design alleged to represent the 
four seasons. The 1886 reissue of the Emerson calen- 
dar shows a tasteful design,—a clear portrait of Mr. 
Emerson, supported by a border of pansies and climbing 
plants. A daily help of a more directly practical sort is 
provided in A Temperance Calendar, sent out by the 
Tinian Gte=1y sku uma organ of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union. This contains a portrait of Miss 
Frances E. Willard, and is prefaced with the motto, 
“We wage our peaceful war for God and home and 
native land.” Temperance selections are provided for 
every day in the year, from the writings and speeches of 
prominent temperance advocates. These selections do 
not generally err on the side of brevity. 

Raphael Tuck and Sons, fine-art publishers of London 
and New York, send out a tasteful line of Christmas and 
New Year cards, of the smaller sizes, and showing con- 
siderable brilliancy and delicacy of coloring. It could 
be wished, however, that the Christmas idea had been 
kept more steadily in view. These clever pictures of 
fishwives, artists, and flowers, would be equally suitable 
at any season of the year. The story of Christmas is 
kept in mind. by a few conventional cherub-heads, and 
less directly by one or two representations of St. 
Nicholas. 

Of Christmas, music there is so far no lack. Biglow 
and Main’s sixteenth Christmas Anntal presents seven 
carols simple enough for Sunday-school use. This 
costs $5.00:a hundred. The Prince of Peace,'from the 
same publishers, is a service of ‘Scripture and song pre- 
pared by the Rev. Robert Lowry. It consists of'a series 
of responsive readings, plentifully interspersed with 
Christmas ‘hymns, set to music by Mr. Lowry. ‘The 
price is five cents each, or $4.00 a hundred. Time- 
Pictures, a Christmas cantata, by musical-doctor John R. 
Sweney, is a loosely connected series of Christmas and 
Scripture scenes. The first part opens in the school- 
room; the second, in Boaz’s harvesting-field ; and the 
third, on the plains of Bethlehem. Two editions of this 
are printed; that with the music sells for twenty-five 
cents a copy; that with the words only, at $2.00 a hun- 
dred. The publisher is John J. Hood of Philadelphia. 
Hood Carols is a series of carols and responsive readings 
of about twice the size of Biglow and Main’s Annual. 
It is printed in Hood’s notation,—-a device which is at 
least as likely to retard a beginner’s musical progress as 
to further it. The price is $4.00 a hundred. Ward and 
Drummond’s Christmas Carols, No. 7, is printed in the 
ordinary notation,.and contains six carols of range-suit- 
able for the Sunday-school. The print of ‘this little 


collection is excellent, and each page has a border of 
This collection costs "$2.00 a hundred 


green spray. 





copies, 


The Promised King, a Christmas service, by 
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George Randall, is, on the whole, the best of the three 
services hitherto mentioned. ‘The connection of song 
and responsive reading is closer, and the progress of the 
whole service more orderly. It is published by Ward 
and Drummond, and is sold at five cents a copy, or 
$4.00 a hundred copies. The John Church Company’s 
Christmas Selections embrace a scriptural responsive 
service and a series of new Christmas carols of average 
merit. The price is $4.00 a hundred. The regular issue 
of The Quarterly Concert Service for December contains 
a Christmas service, entitled Christmas Light, by the 
Rev. W. C. Wilbor. This quarterly is published by 
Goodenough and Woglom, 122 Nassau Street, New York. 
The Reformed Church Board sends out its Service, No. 
8. It contains nothing which will unfit it for the ser- 
vice of other denominations. The service issued by the 
United Brethren Publishing House—Joy to the World— 
is distinguished by the fact that all its poetry comes 
from the writings of Miss Havergal. The price is five 
cents each, or $3.00 a hundred copies. 


The Religious Tract Society, of London, has published, 
during the past few years, a series of ten folio volumes, 
describing various countries in popularly written chap- 
ters, copiously illustrated by new engravings on wood. 
This series has thus far portrayed England, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, India, Scotland, Palestine, Egypt 
and Sinai, the United States, Canada, and the Oceans. 
This year appears Norwegian Pictures, by Richard Lov- 
ett, illustrated by Whymper and others. It does not 
differ from its predecessors in general plan, but is more 


its pictures and the comparative unfamiliarity of its 
sutject. The folk-life of a quaint and honest nation is 
instructively presented, as well as the bold scenery of 
the Scandinavian peninsula. Books like this make 
better Christmas gifts than half the “illustrated” poeti- 
cal presentation volumes, in which, so often, the pictures 
come between the poet and the reader. (4to, eloth, illus- 
trated, pp. 224. London: Religious Tract Society ; 
New York: E. and J. B. Young & Co. Price, $3.50.) 


Mrs. M. B. M. Toland, of San Francisco, is the author 
of several romantic poems—Sir Rae, Onti Ora, and 
others—which have been printed and illustrated, in costly 
style, for previous seasous. -Dhie yeas cha pracsanta The 
Inca Princess, An Historic Romance, produced in gift- 
book garb, with pictures by such well-known designers 
as Pyle, Church, Fredericks and Schell. The poem, 
founded on a love-story of the times of De Soto, never 
rises above the commonplace, and the same is true of 
most of the pictures, upon which much money has evi- 
dently been spent. The artists seem to have tried to 
make good drawings, but to have lacked any shaping 
purpose to guide their pencil or stimulate their imagina- 
tion. Mr. Church’s “Indian maidens lithe and dun” 
(p. 50) is the best of the engravings; its arrangement is 
cleverly. artistic. (Sm. 4to, cloth, illustrated, pp. 96. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. Price, $2.50.) 





It is giving high praise to A Band of Three, by L. T. 
Meade, to class it in interest and beauty with Dayid’s 
Little Lad, and Water Gipsies. But it has stood the 
best test, that of being read to a group of intelligent 
children, who were enthusiastic in their appreciation of 
it. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 271. New York: Thomas 
Whittaker. Price, $1.25.) 


Mrs. Lucy A. Spottswood, in Lodebar has drawn some 
very attractive pictures of life in the South, under the 
old régime. An attractive love-story is woven into the 
thread of the main narrative. (12mo, pp. 272. New 
York: Phillips and Hunt. Price, $1.00.) 


In City Cousins we have a daintily told story by Mrs. 
W. J. Hays, who has the “ open, sesame” to the childish 


heart. Mrs. Hays writes well, and her stories always 
have a purpose. (16mo, pp. 217. New York: Thomas 
Whittaker. Price, $1.00.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 

More than ordinary commendation is due to The Inde- 
pendent for the enterprise which enabled it to present to 
American readers, in its Thanksgiving issue, an exact 
reproduction in text, cuts, and music, of Lamb’s newly 


discovered rhymed version of Beauty and the Beast. The | 


whole is taken from a little volume recently discovered 
by Mr. John Pearson, of England, and now in the pos- 
session of The Independent. The reproduction is exact, 
even to the quaint spelling. Poem, pictures, and music 
occupy three four-column pages of The Independent ; 


and these are followed by brief critical and historical 
articles upon the newly discovered poem from the pens 
of Mr. Charles Dudley Warner, Professor March of La- 
fayette, Professor Beers of Yale, Mr. John Pearson, the 


discoverer of the poem, the poet Whittier, and Mr. R. H. 
Stoddard. 


In a suggestive paper on Biblical Nationalities Past 





and Present, in the recently issued number of the Trans- 
actions of the Society of Biblical Archeology, Mr. H. | 
Rassam gives a broad statement regarding the faith of | 
the peoples now inhabiting the Bible lands, and makes 
an attack, which has a certain basis of justification, upon 
the appearance of the word “ Allah” instead of “God” 
in English translations of Oriental literature. He says: 
“There is one thing certain, that, without any exception, 
all the sects and nationalities which now inhabit the 
lands of the Bible, every man, woman, and child, call 
upon the Lord, the God of the Jews, Christians, and the 
Mohammedans, in the name of ‘Allah.’ Before I con- 
clude, I must add a few words in reference to the word 
allah, which has been misquoted in this country as if it 
meant anything else than the God who is acknowledged 
by all Christian nationalities all over the world. I can 
well understand that an ignorant man traveling amongst 
Indians, hearing the Moslems in that country using the 
word allah, would understand it as one of the Gentile 
deities like Brahma, Buadha, Siva, and other false gods. 
But I marvel when I see professed Arabic scholars, and 
those who have traveled for a long time amongst the 


| Arabs, and understand their tenets of faith, introduce 
interesting than most of them, because of the novelty of | 


the word ad/ah in its Arabic paraphrase when they write 
an Arabic story, as if it meant differently from the word 
‘God’ in English. Suppose I were to translate an Eng- 
lish prayer to an Arab, and when I come to the word 
‘God,’ I name it in its English rendering, what would he 
think of its import? I feel sure that he would conelude 
from my not translating it into Arabic that the English 
worshiped a different God from theirs. The translators 
of the Authorized Version of the Old Testament might 
have just as well adhered to the Hebrew words Elohim, 
Adonai, and El, and not translate them into the English 
words God, Lord, and Most High God.” 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—Franklin, New Hampshire, the birthplace of Daniel 
Webster, was the scene of a successful convention of the 
Sunday-school people of the state, November 10-12. 
The Rev. O. 8. Baketel, of Greenland, presided. After 
addresses of welcome, and a response by the president, 
the Rev. C. Richardson, of Nashua, chairman of the. 
executive committee, met the common lament of Chris- 
tian people in the state, that “the young people all 
leave New Hampshire,” with the encouraging thought 
that so many thousands have gone from its Sunday- 
schools to do good work for God in other parts of the 
country and the world. The reports from the field 
showed every county organized, with a secretary and a 
corps of associate workers. Only Protestant schools are 
reported. Of these there are said to be 523, with a 
total membership of 54,554. “The tabernacle and its 
teachings” was the theme of an intensely interest- 
ing lecture, illustrated by a model large enough to 
be seen across the church, by Miss L. J. Gregg of 
Derry. ‘The Sunday-school battle” in its “Call and 
preparation,” “The conflict ” itself, and “The results,” 
was discussed Ly three gentlemen of Concord. “ Prac- 
tical normal work” was pleaded for by the Rev. J. H. 
James, of Rockville, Connecticut. A method success- 
fully used in Connecticut was illustrated by an exercise 
in co-operative preparation for teaching the lesson of the 
next Sunday. Mr. James also conducted an exercise, 
the leading topic of which was “ Difficulties in our work, 
and how to overcome them.” In both these he was 
assisted by clergymen and others to whom parts had been 
previously assigned. Primary work was beautifully 
described and illustrated by Mrs. W. F. Crafts of New 
York City. Never was this gifted lady more happy in 
showing how little children may be interested, instructed, 
and impressed. Mrs. M. C. Cutler, of Goffstown, read a 
suggestive paper on “Spoiled children,” among which 
she reckoned all who are not filling the place they ought 
| in the kingdom of God. ‘ Ways of making the work 
more effective ” in administration and co-operation were 
| suggested by the pastors of the state; and “The duty of 
the Sunday-school to the cause of missions” was ably 
presented by the Rev. J. M. Durrell of Dover. The 








convention was regarded as more enjoyable and helpful 
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than such gatherings have usually been, It closed on 
Thursday evening, November 12, with a lecture by the 
Rey. Dr. Crane, of Concord, on “‘ The Sunday-school the 
great opportunity of the church,” which left upon the 
people a strong impression. 

—At the Manitoba Sunday-school Association’s con- 
vention, which was recently held at Winnipeg, the 
lieutenant-governor of the province, being invited to the 
platform, gave an interesting sketch of his own experi- 
ence as a Sunday-school worker from the time when he 
was president of the first Sunday-school association in 
Ontario, organized in Peel County. From that associa- 
tion the present Provincial Association of Ontario had 
sprung. There were two lively debates—on city schools, 
their resources and needs; and country schools, their 
resources and needs. The Rev. Alexander Langford 
introduced a conference on “ How to engage the whole 
church in Bible study,” a subject which, he said, suggested 
the startling truth that the whole church was not engaged 
in Bible study. Mr. Langford suggested that the people 
should be trained to follow the remarks of the preacher 
with their Bibles in their hands, and that the morning 
church service should be devoted to social Bible study. 
The Rev. J. B. Silcox told how to conduct a Sunday- 
school session. Every part of the service, he said, from 
invocation to benediction, is in reality a teaching service. 
These exercises should be so conducted as to teach every 
one reverence,—a lesson never more needed than now. 
As regards more specific details, “the superintendent, 
teachers, and officers will all be present at least fifteen 
minutes before school opens. This gives time for friendly 
greetings. The librarian will be early to receive the 
books, and the secretary to distribute Bibles and hymn- 
books. The teacher is early to greet each scholar as 
he arrives, and prevent disorder from getting a start. 
The superintendent will ring the bell gently, not like a 
boy outside an auctioneer’s room. The superintendent’s 
bell, like the fireman’s gong, says ‘Watch me.’ Each 
teacher will see that his class instantly responds, and 
that all sing and read. The boys and girls will be 
taught to bow their heads and close their eyes during 
prayer. If this were taught in the Sunday-schools, con- 
gregations would not sit bolt upright and stare about the 
church in prayer-time, or put on their gloves and over- 

iationer Rien rea! hewsla 
and prayer. The teacher should never be interrupted 
during teaching time. The superintendent or pastor 
may make a short address at close, not longer than five 
minutes, emphasizing the golden thought.” It was re- 
solved that the convention should meet at Brandon next 
year, on the first Tuesday in November. The following 
officers were appointed: President, the Rev. A. A. Cam- 
eron, Winnipeg; vice-president, the Rev. James Woods- 
worth, Brandon; second vice-president, Hugh Harley, 
Portage la Prairie; third vice-president, P. C. McIntyre, 
Winnipeg; secretary-treasurer, W. D. Russell; assistant 
secretary-treasurer, W. A. McIntyre; executive com- 
mittee: A. Whitelaw, Brandon; G. O. Clare, Neepawa ; 
G. W. Beynon, Minnedosa; C. J. Atkinson, Portage la 
Prairie; G. H. Johnston, Stonewall; J. B. McLaren, 
Morden; E. Thomson, J. A. Tees, R. D. Richardson, 
and W. C. Hodgson, Winnipeg. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—The receipt is acknowledged of $6.56 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from “ Harbourton Sabbath-school.” 


—TIn the quarterly Roll of Honor of the Sunday-school 
of the Presbyterian Memorial Church, of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,—itself an outgrowth of a mission school 
established in 1869,—there are nearly a hundred and 
twenty names which have attained the honor of perfect 
attendance during the quarter. Better still, more than 
two-thirds of the names thus distinguished have an ad- 
ditional mark indicating perfect attendance since Janu- 
ary 1, 1885. 

—There are few Sunday-schools where a difficulty is 
not felt in the attempt to make the Sunday-school the 
Bible-school of the whole church. Many of the older 
members of the church stand aloof, apparently on the 
theory that the Sunday-school is a place for children 
only. Almost every superintendent has his own way of 
meeting this difficulty. Here, for example, is a circular 
recently sent out to all the members of the Central Con- 
gregational Church, Philadelphia, by its zealous Sunday- 
school superintendent, Mr. William H. Wanamaker: 
“Dear friend: The object of this circular is to extend 
a special and earnest invitation to you to identify your- 
self with our Sunday-school. As amember of our church 
and congregation: We feel that we have a claim upon 
you, your countenance, your influence, your example, 
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and your talents. Asa parent; It is your 
duty, so far as it is consistent with other 
duties and privileges, to assist us in our 
work. If it is impossible for you to give 
your own time, will you be kind enough to 
see that all other members of your family 
are engaged with us, or in some other 
Sunday-school? To mothers: We have 
special classes and special teachers for 
advanced Bible study, and we would be 
glad to see you enrolled as a member. 
Will you also urge upon your children 
the necessity of Bible study, and a prompt 
and regular attendance at our Sunday- 
school? Young men and young women: 
By all means, take advantage of these 
opportunities for Bible study. We have 
classes of all grades, and you will be made 
heartily welcome. 7b our mature and older 
Sriends, to deacons and officers: We have a 
work for you, either in teaching, counsel- 
ing, or giving the strength of your Chris- 
tian example by uniting with us.—We do 
not wish to disturb the religious work of 
any of our people. We know many are 
engaged in Sunday-school work in other 
fields, and with good results. Our aim is 
to get the head and heart of all who are 
not thus engaged, and to secure their 
attendance in our school. Will you kindly 
acknowledge receipt of this circular, and 
make such reply as may seem fitting in 
the circumstances in which you are placed? 
Very sincerely yours, W. H. Wanamaker.” 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 53,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 40 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 

Van Stan’s Stratena will mend anything, 
Stronger than glue. Druggists all recommend 
it. Try it. 

ee TEI EY 8 BETO ss RvesreNnY su 
sults. Dr. J. L. Willis, Eliot, Me., says. 
“Tlorsford’s Acid Phosphate gives most excel- 
lent results.” 


Scott’s Emulsion of Pure Cod Liver Oil, 
with Hypophosphites, for wasting children. 
Dr. 8. W. Cohen, of Waco, Texas, says: “I 
have used your Emulsion in infantile wasting, 
with good results. It not only restores wasted 
tissue, but gives strength, and I heartily recom- 
mend it for diseases attended by atrophy.” 

















SPECIAL NOTICES. 


The best Ankle Boot and Collar Pads are made of 
zinc and leather. Try them. 








What a blessed thing it would be if every 
young man could read Kent’s New Commentary, 

anual for Young Men, before leaving home. Pastors, 
superintendents, teachers, and parents will find the 
Manual & rare work to give any young man who may 
be prodigally inclined, in whose welfare they aredeeply 
interested. Itis a capital work for holiday or birth- 
day present. It costs but $1.00 in muslin, or $2.00 in Rus- 
sia, postpaid. C, H. Kent, Davenport, Iowa, is the 
publisher, It is an investment that will pay in grand 
results. Try it, 





Fine Pianos.—From the Baltimore American. 
There is one branch of mechanical industry of which 
Baltimore has good reason to feel proud, and to lay 
claim to sepetny over all similar manufactures in 
the world, and that is its pianos, Much, if not all, of 
the credit for the rapid strides in this direction is due 
to the world-renowned manufacturers, Wm. Knabe 

Co. Wherevera taste for music is to be cultivated, 
there will be found one of Knabe’s celebra 


ifferent awards, Since then there have been im- 
provements made on the improvements, which were 
at the time thought to be perfection ; the 
Knabe piano stands unsurpassed in tone and quality, 
Now that the interior work of the instrument has 
been a ed, the outer covering is receiving due 
attention. Among the latest styles of cases turned 
out at their factory are those made of rosewood and 
mahogany, with beautifully inlaid work, and those of 
mahogany, with inlaid brass and ebony, with artistic 
Syncy work, are to be had in either square or upright 
pianos, 


YEAR-BOOK OF SERMON AND GOLDEN 
TEXTS FOR 1886, 


By J. E. KITTREDGE, D.D. 


Record of Sermon Text, Lesson Text, Weekly Offer- 
ing, Bible Readings, Calendar, etc. Every Sunday- 
school scholar n it. A delightful memorial. Cloth, 
128 Ss. Li cents, $10.00 per h red 








© hundred. 
* Your work is admirable.”—J. H. Vincent, D.D. 

“T think it is a capital idea well worked out.”— 
CHARLES 8, RoBLNson, D.D 


“Tt would be a good thing if every Sunday-school 
scholar could have a copy.’’— The Kraminer. 


CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited, 
740 and 741 Broadway, New York. 


DESIGNS for Sunday- 
XT sec Secerae 
* m 
Text and Catch Though from Scripture on each. 

W° H. HART, Jr., Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa 


NMAN’S GAZETT mailed free. 
I address G, o GASKELL & GO) N. ¥. Ci 





HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, &C0.'S 
NEW AND HOLIDAY BOOKS. 
POEMS OF NATURE. 


By Joun G. WuirtieR. A notable holiday volume. 
llustrated with fifteen full-page engravings from 
nature by ELBRIDGE KINGSLEY, an containing a 
superb etched portrait of Mr. Whittier. Quarto, 
tastefully bound cloth, $6.00: full Persian levant, with 
cover design in antique and gold, $12.00 ; full polished 
calf, tree panel inlaid, with sprinkled border, a new 
and elegant style, $15.00, 


THE LAST LEAF. 


By OLiver WenpeLL Howmes. A holiday volume, 
quite out of the common range. Contains the poem 
in fac-simile of Dr. Holmes’s writing, illustrated 
with twenty-four full-page designs and many charm- 
ing decorative drawings, by F. HorKINSON SMITH 
and GrorGke W. EpDWARDs. Quarto, beautifully 
bound, $10.00. 


OLD LINES IN NEW BLACK AND WHITE, 


Twelve large Charcoal Sketches (about 12 inches by 
15), by F. HopkiNson SMITH, illustrating lines of 
Wuirtier, HoLmMes,and LoweLL. Reproduced by 
the phototype process with admirable effect. Bound 
or in portfolio, $12.00. 


LIFE AND LETTERS OF LOUIS AGASSIZ. 


By EvizaBetu ©. AGassiz. With portraits and sev- 
eral illustrations. 2 vols., crown Svo, $4.00. " 
In its method this biography is worthy of all praise. 

As far as possible, the story is told by Agassiz’s own 

letters, he thread of narration which binds them 

=e is delightfully simple and direct.—Boston 

Ac 


“ere BOETS OF AMERICA. 


By EpMUND CLARENCE STEDMAN, author of s Vic- 
Jorian Poets,” etc. 1 vol., crown 8vo, gilt top, $2.25. 
Contents: Early and Recent Conditions ; Growth of 

the American School; William Cullen Bryant; John 

Greenleaf Whittier; Ralph Waldo Emerson; Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow; Edgar Allan Poe; Oliver 

Wendell Holmes ; James Russell Lowell; Walt Whit- 

man; Bayard Taylor; The Outlook. 

No volume of purely literary criticism has been 
written in thiscountry upon so br and noble a plan, 
and with such ample power.—JN. Y. Tribune. 


STUDIES IN SHAKESPEARE. 


RicHarRyp GRANT WuirTks, author of a * Life of 
A, “Words and their Uses,” “ England 
Without and Within,” etc, Uniform with “* Words 
and their Uses;" also uniform with the Riverside 
edition of Shakespeare. 1 vol., crown 8vo, $1.75. 

Contents: On Reading Shakespeare; The Lady 
Gruach’s Husband ; The Case of Hamlet the Younger ; 
The Florentine Arithmetician ; The Tale of the Forest 
of Arden; The Bacon Shakespeare Craze; King Lear ; 
Siege Rosalinds ; Glossaries and Lexicons. 

This volume contains the ri results of years of 
study, and its insight, thoughtfulness, and vigorous 
sense render it a valuable contribution to Shakespeare 
literature. 


THE FIRST NAPQLEON. 


A Sketch, Political and Military. By Joun CopMaNn 
Ropsgs, "member of me aoe Historical 
Society. With maps. vol, crown 8Vvo. | 
There is an endless fascination in the life of the first 

Napoleon. When the wonderful story is told so vigor- 

ouaty and so effectively as it is by Mr. f , no amount 

of familiarit can dull the reader's interest as he 
8 from Roulon to Friedland, and from Moscow to 
. Helena.— Boston Daily Advertiser. 


A MORTAL ANTIPATHY. 


The First Opening of the New Portfolio. By OLIVER 
WENDELL HOLMES. 12mo, gilt top, $1.50. pir tater 
WOUIN EG CULE yy weaken wwe kn al ™ rou y a 
full of wise & di curious though Hage Thratvey-een: 
in wit,—a delightful book, which only the author of 

“The Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table” could write. 


BONNYBOROUGH. 


A_new story, by Mrs. A. D. T. WHITNRY, author of 
as Rha es Girlhood,” “The Gayworthys,” 
e 


A New England story in -scene and characters. 

marked by that peculiar earnestness, rare nobility of 

spirit, and interest which belong to all the stories that 
rs, Whitney has ever written, . 


THE PROPHET QF THE GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS. 


CHARLES EGBERT Crappock, author of “In the 
qx J Mountains,” “ Down the Ravine,” etc. 


16mo, #1. 

We have a right to say that a genius like George 

Eliot has appeared in Charles Egbert Craddock... . 

This is the most perfect of this author’s works. To the 

lover of literary art, nothing more alluring and de- 

Rgnttes has appeared on either side of the Atlantic.— 
Churchman (New York). 


ITALIAN POPULAR TALES. 


By T. F. Crane, Professor of the Romance Languages 
eo Literatures in Cornell University. 1 vol.,8vo, 
00. 

A book of curious interest, like Grimm’s German 
Tales, containing over a hundred fairy tales, tales of 
Oriental origin, legendary tales, nursery tales, and 
jests, collected from all parts of Italy. Equally inter- 
esting to young folks and their parents. 


DUE SOUTH; or, Cuba Past and Present. 


7, M. BaLLou, author of * Due West,” etc. 
wn, 


Nothing that we have read of this wonderful island 
can compare with our author’s representation of the 
beauty of its scenery, the wonders of its flora and 
fauna, the fertili.y of its soil, the delight of its perpet- 
ual summer,—E. P. WHIPPLE. 


BIRD-WAYS. 


~ OLIVER THORNE MILLER, author of “ Little Folks 
n Feathers and Fur,’ etc. 16mo, $1.25. 

A book describing the daily life and habits of the 
Robin, Wood Thrush, European Song Thrush, Cat- 
Bird, Redwing Blackbird, House Sparrow, and other 
birds. It is at once accurate and delightfully fresh 
and interesting. 


THE IDEA OF GOD AS AFFECTED BY 
MODERN KNOWLEDGE. 


By JOHN Fiske, author of “ Myths and Myth-Makers.” 
1émo, $1.00, 

This is a sequel to “ The Destiny of Man,” which ap- 
peared last year, and produced so profound an impres- 
sion. Its object is to show that the indications of 
Science and Philosophy are not atheistic, but that, 
while the idea of God has been greatly modified by 
modern knowledge, it has been very much expanded 
and illuminated. 


, 
UNCLE TOM’S CABIN. 

By Harrier BEECHER Stowe. An entirely new 
edition, including an Introduction telling how this 
marvelous story was written, and with what enthu- 
siasm the Christian world welcomed it. Cloth, $1.00, | 


THE SCARLET LETTER. 
By NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE. New edition, large 
type, 12mo, cloth, $1.00. | 
n excellent edition of Hawthorne’s most famous 
romance, 


RIVERSIDE ALDINE SERIES. 
Beautiful books, containing Stories, Sketches, and 
Poems by famous American Authors, 


Marjorie Daw, and Other Stories. By THomas | 
BalLEY ALDRICH. | 








Summer ina Garden, By CHanies DupDLEy | 
ABNER, ' 


Fireside Travels. By James Russet. LOWELL. 


The Luck of Roaring Camp, and Other 
Stories. By Bret HaRTE. 


Venetian Life. In two volumes. By WiLtiaM D. 
Howe Lts. 


Wake-Robin. By Joun BURROUGHS. 


The Biglow Papers. First and Second Series,— 
two volumes. By JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 


Each volume, uniform, 16mo, $1.00. 


*,* For sale by all booksellers, Sent by mail, postpaid, 
on receipt of price by the publishers. 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston. 


THE CENTUR 
For DECEMBER 


CONTAINS: 
FIVE ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES, 
“The City of Teherin,” by 8. G. W. Benjamin, 
‘An American Lordship,” by G. P. Lathrop, 
‘‘The Monitors,’ by Captain Ericsson, 
‘* The ‘Lamia’ of Keats,” 
AND 
A ‘*WAR PAPER,’’ BY MARK TWAIN. 
The latter, entitled ‘‘ The Private History of a 
Campaign that Failed,” is an account of the 
author’s personal experiences as a youthful 
“rebel’”’ early in the war. _ It is illustrated b 
Kemble, and accompanied with “maps ant 
plans”’ by the author. The article on the Moni- 
tors by their inventor, Captain Ericsson, is ac- 
companied with a paper on “The Loss of the 
Monitor” by a Survivor. The fiction includes 


TWO SHORT STORIES, 
By H. H. Boyesen and T. A. Janvier, and chap- 
ters of Mrs. Mary Hallock Foote’s novel, “ John 
Bodewin’s Testimony,” begun in November. 


OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Are “ Dangers in Food and Drink ;” a paper 
on Helen Jackson (H. H.), with frontispiece 
rortrait, and her last poems; “‘ Bird-Enemies,” 
by John Burroughs; “The Lesson of Greek 
Art,” by Charles Waldstein; “Our Ex-Presi- 
dents,” by Senator Edmunds and others ; “ Faith 
Cures,” ete. : 

Price, 35 cents; $4.00a year. Newsubscribers 
beginning with November can get, through deal- 
ers or the publishers, the twelve numbers of the 
past year, to the beginning of the War Series, 
anda year’s subscription, for $6.00 for the whole, 
The same numbers, bound in two volumes, with 
subscription, $7.50. THE CENTURY Co., N.Y. 


=i Ty FOUNDED BY 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
183'7G. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly 


Will maintain its high order of excellence. In 
apres we intend to make it as valuable as it has been 
nm the past, and to improve it as much as possible. We 
are making special arrangements to have it issued 
early, so that there will de ample time for distribution 
to all parts of the country. 
Price vct % cents a year (instead of 25 cents). One 
hundred copies per year, $20.00. Less than ten copies, 


6 cents each. 
Notice the Reduction in Price, 


Howard Gannett’s Scholars’ Quarterly I believe to 
be the best Quarterly how published in this country, 
Its notes are prepa by a thoroughly trained and 
practiced exegete whose learning is equaled by his 


ure and penetrating Christian irit.— PHILIP & 
Yoxom, Pastor First Shaptist Chureb, Boston, 
Order direct of the publisher, 


HOWARD GANNETT, Boston, Mass. 


(See The Sunday School Times of Nov. 28.) 


Temperance Cards for Sunday-schools. 
Elegant, low priced, with effective and desirable mot- 
toes and oor are quotations, See specimens at St. 
George’s Hall, Philadelphia (W. C. T. A. rooms). 
Whittier’s “Temperance Ship.” 4 cards. 50 cents. 
Canon Farrar Set (girls). 4cards. 3% cents, 
The “ Temperance Child” Set. 4cards. 15 cents 
Anelegant “ folder” with quotations from MacDonald, 
“I want to help you grow as beautiful,” etc., 30 cents, 
Same motto on cards, birthday and holiday, at lower 
prices. Specimens from sets at same rates. Single 
cards with flowers or scenery, at from 5 to 50 cents each. 
For primary use, at from 25 cents to $4.00 per 100. As- 
sorted cards for classes of boys or girls made up to 
order or by the dozen at reduced prices. Circulars ready. 
Address, JULIA COLMAN. 72 Bible House, New York. 


The Seven Account System 
BOOK-KEEPING JOURNAL. 


A monthly treatise on the following studies: 
ADVANCED )K-KEEPING, SHORTHAND, 
ARITHMETIC, PENMANSHIP, GERMAN, 
SPELLING, CORRESPONDENCE, 
COMMERCIAL LAW, HISTORY,GRAMMAR. 
THE SEVEN ACCOUNT SYSTEM CO., 
Price, 25 cents. 22 N. Clark St., CHICAGO. 


PARKER'S PEOPLE'S BIBLE, 


COMPLETE IN 23 VOLS. 


Only authorized edition. Special terms on applica- 
tion. Send for Prospectus. 


FUNK & WAGNALIS, 
10-12 Dey Street, - - - New York. 


NOVELTY COMBINATION, 


























SABBATH-SCHOOL SONGS 
on muslin or canvas neatly and rapidly. Send for circu- 
lars to Novelty Stamp Works, Westfield, New Jersey. 


YOINS OF THE BIBLE! The exact fac-simile 
of the ** Widow’s Mite,” 20c. ‘Shekel of Israel,” 








| silver plated, 50c, Roman Tribute Penny, 40 c., silver 


plated. Statue of Augustus, struck at Antioch, silver 
plated,40c. CHas. ENpDERs, Jr., 51 Sheriff St. N. YA] 
IND your Weekly wagers and Sheet Music with 
our invaluable Rewspe er Pin. By mail, 
centsacard. NEWSPAPER PIN COMPANY, 

% Bergen Street, Brooklyn, New York, 


GEN D FOR THEOLOGICAL CATALOGUE. 
OH. B. GARNER, 710 Arch 8t.. Philadelphia, Pa. 

z+ 16 BIBLES, GERMAN OR ENGLISH, $5. 

D> F. L. MOORE, 108. sth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















8 will find our 


CHHBUS & 1885 


Supe those of preceding years. The music 
is «pty at Bt onal such writers as Geo. F 
. R. Murray, John Sweney, H. P. Danks 
. P. Westendorf, and otbers. The also include @ 
Beautiful Responsive Service 
Prepared by R. S. THAIN. 
1 pp. Elegantly printed in colors. Price Scts. each 
or Bets. a son eb mail, postpaid; $4 a handred 
by express, not prepaid. 


—_o———- 
A NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATA, 


SANTA CLAUS’ MISTAKE, 


Or THE BUNDLE OF STICKS. 
Words by Clara Louise Burnham. Music by Dr. Geo. 
F. Root. The Cantata contains original and unusually 
attractive music, consisting of los, Duetts a 
Choruses, interpersed with bright and interesting dia- 
logues. are several choruses composed peel 
for the little ones. Price 30cts. each by mail postpaid; 
“fond for A poe ‘i MO aristn as Muste. 
‘or our com 0 
4 PUBLISHED BY 


The John Church Go., Cincinnati, Chic. 
LICHURCH & CO., 66 East 13th Street, New York City 
suwee“ HOPE OF ISRAEL” :::..225 
with any other Christmas Music and Service. Price, 

5 cents; $4.00 per 100. Send stamps, and examine. 


EMMA PITT, 205 N. Carey St., Baltimore, Md. 


ae Cut this out, as it will not appear again. 


WEBSTER 


In various Styles of Binding, with and 
witkbut Patent Index. 











JUST ADDED 


A NEW PRONOUNCING 


GAZETTEER 


OF THE WORLD, _ 
Containing over 25,000 Titles, describing the 
Countries, Cities, Towns, and Natural Feat- 
ures of every part of the Globe. 


‘Webster—it has 118,000 Words, 
G 3000 avings, anda New 
cal Dictionary. 


Biograp tio 
Standard in Gov't Printing Office. 
THE 32,000 copies in Public Schools. 
Sale 20 to 1 of any other series. 


BEST Holiday Gift 
It is an invaluable companion in every School, 
and at every Fireside. 


a. 
G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass. 


Fox's Book. of Martyrs 


History of the Lives, Sufferings, and Tri- 
umphant Deatas of the Primitive as well 
as the Protestant Martyrs, from the com- 
mencement of Christianity to the latest 
periods of Pagan and Papish Persecution. 
To which is added, An Account of the 
Inquisition and Massacres in various 
places. One large 12mo volume of 515 
pages, with numerous illustrations, cloth, 
price, 80c. Postage, 12c. 
For sale by 
” PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





“Just the thing to give the 
scholars at Christmas.” 








, ‘22. 
mo GUN DAY? C FIs 
i 9 am » VE 
CEN SQ CHOOLA) rocker 
. The full Text of lessons—Scripture only. Ma 
Golden Texts. Memory verses. Well bound in 
xible cloth. Will lasta year. 80 pages, 4% by 
“in. in. thick. Weighs 1 oz. Round cor- 
ners. Red “A marvel of convenience.” 
Dr. J. H. Vincent—“In every way admirable.” 
Dr. P. S. Henson—“* What everybody wanted.” 
Mrs. Rider Meyer—‘‘A stimulant to study.” 
B. F, Jacobs.—“ It should go inte the hands of 
scholars.” J. Wanmamaker.—“ A capital thing.” 
C. R. Blackall—‘“*It cannot fail to useful.” 
American Pub. Soc’y of Hebrew, Morgan Park, LiL 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE UNION 


153 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO 
—PUBLISHES THE FOLLOWING— 

Dear Little Friend.—A Circular for distribu- 
tion, for Sabbath Schools and Special Services. 
Price, per 1000, $1.50; per 100, 20c. 
Daily Bible Readings.—With plan for Scrip- 
ture Unions. Price, per 1000, $8.80; per 100, 50c. 
Dedication.—“‘One to be placed in every Bible.” 
Un Card, 1000, $2; 100, 25c.; paper, 1000,$1.20; 100, 15c. 
Early Conversion of Children.—On card, 
1000, 3100, 30c.; per, 1000, $1.40; 100, lic. 
Hints to Yo Christians.—Help in decid- 
in ye of Truth and Duty.—On card, 
1000, 2.25; 100, 30c.; paper, 1000, 1.20; 100, léc. 

Value of a Child’s Soul.— aA little book 
that should be read by Pastors, Parents and 
Teachers, and SENT INTO EVERY HOME. First Edi- 
peng > the United States, 20,000. Price, 1000, $3.60, 
a7 
Twelve Studies of the Life of Christ.— ari 
One, 30 pages. 30c. per dozen: $1.90 per hundred. 





Part Twe of the abo-> ready soon. 
Price of above inely es enst,-4- 4 
Enclose lve. in sts = “ice, by 
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The Andover Review, 


On the whole, the Ando Review is demon- 
strating its raison d’étre, and deserves to be, as it is, 
the most popular religious review in America to- 
day.— The Religious Herald (Cong.). 

The Andover Review well sustains the reputation 
generally accorded to it amongst our neighbors ; the 
most valuable theological magazine published on 
this continent.—The Week (Toronto, Canada). 

The Andover Rev a an American religious and 

heological monthly, ich deserves attention and | 


welcome on this side of the Atlantic.— The Christian | 


World (London). 


THE ANDOVER REVIEW 


FOR 1886, 


The success which has attended the publication 
of the ANDOVER ReEviEw for the past two years, has 
led to its establishment upon a permanent financial 
basis. Commencing the year 1886 with increased | 





resources, the REVIEW will be enlarged with each | 


monthly issue to 112 pages, making an aggregate | 
for the year of 1344 pages, and the annual price of | 
subscription will be $4.00; single copies, 35 cents. 
Until January 1, subscriptions will be received at the 
present rate, $3.00. 

ANDOVER Review is a Religious and Theo- 
Monthly, advocating the principles and 
methods of what is now known as Progressive 
Orthodoxy, but its discussions are not confined to 
the field of Theology. It is already recognized “‘ as 
a strong expounder of the social questions of the 
day, promising a future of great influence.” In 
future, articles upon Sociology will be supplemented 
by a department of Sociologieal Notes under the 
charge of the Rey. 8S. W. DiKE. 

A Geographical and Missionary Department will 
also be added, under the care of the Rey. C. C. 
STARBUCK. 

Educational discussions will be continued, nota- 
bly that introduced by Professor Palmer, of Har- 
vard, in the November number. 

The Moral Aspects of Literary Topics will be con- 
sidered in special papers. 

A series of articles upon Church Architecture, by 
Professor Churchill, will begin in an early number. 

The Editorial and other departments will be con- 
dueted as heretofore, with increased attention to 
Book Reviews. 

N. B. After January 1, 1886, the price of the Review 
will be $4.00. Until that date subscriptions will be 


received at the present rate, $3.00, from old and new 
subscribers. 


Postal Notes and Money are at the risk of the sender, 
and therefore remittances should be made by money- 
order, draft, or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & & (0, 


4 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 


Concert Exercises. 


The following Scriptural Concert Exercises, | 
having first appeared in ‘The Sunday School | 
Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
for the convenience of schools which may de- 
sire to use them: 


THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING. | 
HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE, 

A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 

THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE. 
SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 

THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD. 
CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL. 
CHRISTMAS CONTRASTS, 

THE, GIFT BY GRACE, 

THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 

THE WONDERFUL. 

THE WAY OF LIFE. 

THE PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION, 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE, 
“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 

VICTORY OVER DEATH. 

THE RESURRECTION, 

BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING, 
WHY AMI NOT A CHRISTIAN? 

THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 

A PATRIOTIC SERVICE. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 

BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

THE BEATITUDES. 

CONSECRATION, 

THE CREATION, 

TEMPERANCE, 

GOD’S GIFTS. 

PRAISE GOD. 

PRAYER. 

FAITH. 

TRUST. 

Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 
extra charge for postage. Less than 100 copies 
at same rate. Samples, 5 cents each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
P. O. Box 1550, Philadelphia, Pa. 


5) PLUSH ALBUMS SELLING CH. 
s ' F. L. MOORE. 15 S. 8th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Funk & Wagnalls’ Publications. 


A NEW DEPARTURE IN S. S. HELPS. 


POCKET LESSON NOTES 


ON THE 
| Imternational Sabbath-School Inessons, 
| 


For Pastors, PARENTS, AND TEACHERS OF ALL GRADES, 
By Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur F. Crafts. 


It will contain on each lesson, besides the lesson text [{ 
in the Common Version : 

THE Best CRITICAL COMMENTARY, namely, the 
revised translation, with all notes, including those of | 
American Appendix—the whole giving a concensus 
of the foremost commentators of the day. 

| A COMMENTARY WHOLLY BIBLICAL, “namely, mar- 
ginal references, many of them printed in full. 

JAMIESON, FavssE Tt, & BRown’s COMPREHENSIVE 
COMMENTARY, rev ised in the light of the Revision. 


CENTRAL THovents, Lesson Torres, anNp Lesson 
> “ 


Tuer Lesson TAUGHT TO CHILDREN. 

Blackboard Outlines (70 pictures in Ist quarter) and 
Lesson Illustrations for —4 Grades of Classes. 

Six Temperance Lesso 

Special Lessons for Curtstnes, Easter nea 

A list of ~ ay Hymns for each lesso’ 

Monthly Review Sermons to Children, ‘and J Pictorial 

Quarterly Reviews : also Previews. 


Of the Handbook of a former year, when it was edited by Mrs. Crafts alone, for Teachers of 
Children only, the following review notices were published in leading papers : 


The Congregationalist. | success in teaching primary classes, that eames 


tory words from us will be unnecessary. id 
We are impressed by Mrs. Crafts’ skill in concen- | that mothers as well as teachers will find no ‘ittle | hel 


trating everything in each lesson upon one main | jn it in their Bible lessons with their children, anc 
| potas. and by the variety of resources made available that it is illustrated with blackboard pictures. 
that purpose. 


The Christian Union. 


This book is admirably arranged, and it presents her | 
thought in theclearest and most convenient form. | 


Zion’s Herald. 
Mrs. Crafts has no superior in the instruction of the 
infant department. In this very useful manual, she 
| has given ample and admirable suggestions for the 
The Advance. | explanation and enforcement of the next year’s series 
Mrs. Crafts is so widely and favorably known for her ! of lessons. 

“ Teachers’ Edition,” 384 pages. Illustrated. ‘“ Scholars’ Edition,” 160 pages. 
terly. 12mo; trimmed for the pocket. 

PRICES after March 1, 1886, will be : “‘ Teachers’ Edition,” per year, $1; per quarter, 30 centr. 

Edition,” per year, 25 cents; (320 per 100) ; ; per quarter, 10 cents, 

Introductory Prices: 
| For first quarden, “ Teachers’ Edition,” only 15 cents ; “ Scholars’ Edition,” 5 cents (@3 per 100). 
| Fork YEARLY Sunscrrprions made before March 1, 1886 : 

“ Teachers’ Edition,” 75 cents; clubs of 5 or more (separate addresses), 65 cents each ; clubs of 20 or more, 
60 cents each. “Scholars’ Edition,” 20 cents ($15 per 100). 

Subscription list now open. Specimen pages sent free on application. 


BRILLIANT HOLIDAY BOOKS. 


Suitable as Presents to Any Person. 
A NEW BOOK BY SCHAFF-GILMAN LIBRARY OF BR 


ELI- 

GIOUS POETRY. An exhaustive collection 

JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE, of the best Poems of ail Tongues and Ages. Kidited 

os a » on Vy Philip Se 4 and Arthur man. 

SWEET CICELY. A.M. Royal 8vo. 1,004 pages, with 12 full-page 

Over 100 a. Square 12mo, $2.00. steel engravings, $6.00. 

B® Over 5,000 sold three weeks before publication. | J. G. Whittier: “'Thoroughness, good taste, and 
This book will prove tobe the * Uncle Tom’s Cabin” ee go 

of the Temperance Reform. sound judgment, are manifest on every page.” 


| . ¥. Heraid. nea 4s CYCLOP ZDIA OF ees 
| 


Both editions issued quar- 
“ Scholars’ 








Her fun is easy a spontaneous. She is now witty, TIONS. J. KE. Boyt and Anus 
now pathetic, yet ever strikingly original. 
Woman’s Journal, Boston. 
The keen sarcasm, cheerful wit, and cogent a 
ments of her books have convinced thousands of 


“ folly of their ways ;” for wit can pierce where grave 
counsel fails, 


THE NEW KING ARTHUR. 


“ An opera without music.” By the author of * The | 
B.ntling Ball.” Square 12mo, $1.50. } 
| _ Oliver Wendell Holmes: “TIT began reading ‘The | 
Buntling Ball,’ meaning to take but a taste, and never | 
stopped until i had finished it. It is ingenious, witty, 
SBRInS? wholesome... like to know who 


17,000 Sicilian. 30.900 ‘lines of concordance. 
Royal Syo, cloth, $5.00; sheep, $6.50; holiday edi- 
tion, $7.50. 

EDWARD EVERETT HALES TWoO 
CHRISTMAS a (1) Christmas in a 
Palace. (2) Christmas at Narragansett. 12mo each, 
paper, 25 cents ; fine cloth covers, each, $1.00. 


ROSE E. CLEVELAND'S BOOK. at a 
Eliot's Poetry and Other Studies.” | 
edition. 12mo, beautifully bound, | a with por- 
trait of author, $2.00; same, gilt, $2.50. 


Harriet Beecher Stowe : “‘ Far from anything weak 
or sentimental, it is the expression of vigorous habits 
of thought of jhigh culture, of firm principle, and 
earnest feeling 


Whetler. *, [ilustrations by Walter 


sewnr 
Satterlee. 4to, cloth 





\ THE wit OF WOMEN. “ Mary inpes, Rote. Ed. St. Nicholas: “A really 
A Collection of the Witty Sayings of Women. By | | Ea book atiiiion 

"4 < 5 TH UNTEIN G BALL, on Society 

KATE SANBORN. 12mo, cloth. $1.50. by one of the — known of living writers. Illus 

N. Y. Journal of Commerce. trated by W.C. Weldon. Square 0, Cloth, $1.50; 


gilt edges, $2.00. 
Still a puzzle. Who wrote it? See what Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes says of the book (under King Arthur, 
| above). 


Over two hundred pease of sparkling puns, epi- | 

grams, repartees, burlesques, and satires, as bright | 

and keen as the best utterances of the opposite sex. 
Exquisitely bound. 


Just issued. 


A new book by 


Just issued, 


‘DR. JOSEPH PARKER'S ‘ GENESIS.” 


This is the first volume of Parker’s life-work, ‘‘ The 
People’s Bible.” Price, cloth, $1.50. 


CHARLES S. ROBINSON, 0.0. | a-'To be completed in 25 volumes, 


| SERMONS IN SONGS. 12mo, cloth, $1.25. | SPURGEON says: “A stupendous work.” 


Dr. Robinson is widely and favorably known as the | 
author of several very successful hymn-books. His 
| comments (in the above work) op some of the grand- 
| est hymns of the early church,—* The Magnificat,” 
“The Nune Dimittis,” etc.—are full of entertainment 
and instruction. 


Spurgeon’s Great Work Finished! 
Spurgeon’s Treasury of David, Vol. VII. 


Ready about January 1. Price, $2.00. The complete 
work (7 vols.), $14.00. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS, ‘Publishers, 10-12 Dey St., New York. 


4 1886 
1 886 * Cttey . 
To Superintendents and Teachers.—If you have never used this Series, 


will you give it a trial? 


——SELECT NOTES.—— 


A COMMENTARY ON THE INTERN ATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 











- 


GRADED ‘SERIES OF QUARTERLIES. 


1. THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL QUARTERLY. By the Rev. F. N. Peioubet, D.D. Price, 20 cents a year. 
2. Tox INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. By the Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D. 20 





3. THE CHILDREN’S QUARTERLY. By Mrs. M. G. Kennedy. — hen 
4. THE LITTLE ONE’S QUARTERLY. By Mary J. = ‘apron. st — Bee “ 
5. TEACHERS’ Eprrions of 1 ones 2. By y the Rey. . Schauffler. Each, s oa“ * 
6. TEACHERS’ Eprrion of 3. Mrs. M. G. Ey “4 « 


7. Lesson LEAVES. Tc 5.00 @ year ; single copies, monthly, 8 cents a year. 


- A. WILDE & CO., 25 BROMFIELD STREET, BOSTON. 


" Soenicaiie de Every Lady.' 


The Ladies’ Manual of! Fancy Work. A ™=w noox, giving plain directiens for Artistie 
Embroidery, Lace Work, Knitting, T: het Work, Net 7. ant all kinds of fancy Needle Work, 
This vaLuasLez soox is beautifully prin’ "on fine tinted paper, has a handsome cover, and contains over 


Price only 50 cents! 


Comprising designs for M Initials, Knit Edgings, Cross Stitch Patterns, Point Russe, ‘om 
and Shetland Wool Catane, Applique designs, Kate Greenaway designs for Doy ley, etc., Handkerebiet 
Borders, Macrame Lace work ibeim work, Java Canvas wor! , Toiles 
Cushions, Footstools, Hat Racks, Pia © ushious, Ottomans, Work "Baskets, Pen 

brequins, Work Bags, Book Covers, Wood Bo 





nen. Bed-Quilts, Lam- 

ixes, Door Panels, Scrap Baskets, Sofa Coveriets, 
Cases, Table Top Patterns, Foiding Screens, Church Font Decorations, Sefa Cushions. Music Portfolios, 
Slipper Patterns, Persian Bugs, Wall Pockets, Carriage Bugs, Chair back Covers, Towel Racks, Perfume 
Bachets, Tidy Designs, Flower Pot Covers, Lamp Shades, Needle Cases, Watch Cases, Fancy Work Baga, 
Catch-alls, Match Safes, Ere Glass Pockets, Collar Boxes, Chair Bolsters, Umbreila Cases, School Baga 
Patch-work Designs, Coin Purses, Designs for Tricot and Burlaps, Wood Baskets, Commodes, Bibs, Glove 
Cases, Air Castles, Gypsey Tables, Hair Receivers, Paper Weights, Table Mats. Nigh ht-dress 
Bags, Needle Books, Jewel Boxes, Door Mats, Knitted Jackets, Bottle Cases, Paper Racks | ag Shame 
Hair Pin Holders, a SSoe ee meee | Window Shades, Book Marks, and every design in fancy work 
a lady can desire, to the number o' 

Every lady will ‘ind this book a ese companion and invaluable te all whe love fancy work. Plate 

directions with each desizn, 


Jenny June in ber preface to p> Deck, om ie 1 The present volume does not pretend to furnish the 
theory or See hes of te highend Heatho tat but it does aim to y within its compass a greater 
Fy oe ED at estes dame an ammchehd éoensaiien—than hans 

ever before been Ate —., Address 








PENN PUBLISHING 60., 8 802 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


TENNYSON’S POEMS. 


New and complete edition, including all the 
miscellaneous and early poems. Also 
his Dramatic Works. 


y 


« ¢ 
NE ee 
buLug heated 





IUustrated by the best Artists. 
Engraved by Andrew. 
Printed at the University Press. 
Bound in Attractive Style. 
Royal Svo, cloth, gilt, $5.00; morocco, 
$10.00; tree calf, $12.00. 


“Tennyson is dependent upon no man’s favor for 
the welcome his works are sure to receive, however 
the editions may favorite. Among On editions this 
must surely be a favori 


m 

as Church, ricks, Fenn, 

bat , Schell, _ not only apt in all artistic fitness, 

bul have been mn eve n such graphic force by the graver’s 

em remarkable even in these days, 

which American book illustrations are pre-emi- 
nent Mowe, Indianapolis. 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 
13 Astor Place, New York. 


The Atlantic Monthly 


For 1886 


Will contain the following serial stories :— 


IN THE CLOUDS, 
By CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK, 
Author of “ The Pro of the Great pq & nen 
tains,” “ In the nessee Mountains,” 
HENRY JAMES. 
(“ The Princess Casamassima” will continue until 
August, 1886. ] 


THE GOLDEN JUSTICE. 
By WILLIAM H. BISHOP, 
Author of “ The House of a Merchant Prince.” 








JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 
ay ema 
will onntinte six - more ee yee on United 8 
istory, ~ 7 Sys period the sovubuiee o> to 
e adoptio jon of Constitution. These papers discuss 
a portion of American history ve wife eine dy ade 


and cannot fail to be exceedingly engaging Dy. 
of _ Fiske’s ample knowledge a. ealarly clear clear 
sty 


PHILIP GILBERT HAMERTON, 
The Si nenines English writer, will furnish a series 
ph A a a ch and English people, 
character, Mr. Hamerton is 
Marly qualified, by whi eh knowledge of the 
mch as well as of his fellow-countrymen, to write 
on this subject. 


THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH, 


Author of “ Marjorie Daw,” etc., will contribute some 
short stories. 





Livi Questions. The important political sub- 
ects whic! bn come conspicuously before the public 
n the immediate future,—CivilService Administration 
and Reform, the Silver ion, the Tariff, Our —_ 
Policy, and questions in Social’ Science,—will be d 

cussed by men competent to treat them At 
and impartial! 

various features of THE ATLANTIC which have 

secured and maintained its remarkable prestige asa 
literary yangneane will be carefully provided for during 
the coming year. 





TERMS: $4.00 a year, in advance, POSTAGE FREE; 
Some number. With — life-size portraits 
Hawthorne, Emerson, — llow, Bryant, Whittier, 
Lowell, or Holmes, $5.00 ; eac additional portrait, $1.00. 


Postal notes and money are at the risk of the sender, 
and therejue remittances should be made by money-order , 
draft, or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & C0, 


4 Park Se. ‘Boston, Mass. 


loe660n H efper!! 


‘“*The Cheapest and Best ofthe Sunday School 
Helps.” “ A Marvel of Condensed Informa- 
tion.”” Und inati l. Evangelical 
Send for Sample Copy FREE. 

H. S$. HOFFMAN, 1108 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
Or, WARD & DRUMMOND, 116 Nassau St., New York. 


Southern Bivouac. 


ILLUSTRATED 
B, F. AVERY & SONS, 
PUBLISHERS, 
ee KY. 


Send 90 cts. for Sam an ee 
pany eee 00 6 mo’s. 


FOR SALE ser, ALL NFwene aLERS 


BABY’S.. BIR’ 

















Bay veby wose moiter milrend 
* addresses. ‘ino handsome. 
y cdecmation. Ww Is, 
& Co., Buriingten, Vt. 
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[Vol. XXVIL, No. 4% 








PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include ; 

ODO YORE .0cc0crcccccceescccece each, 
= 5 to 9 is wy “ 
bed to ll coptes. 

i co’ or over. 10 * 
athe porn forming 8 club of ether grade, at Wes 
rson aclu e at these 
regulat rates, one additional copy free. 
The papers for a club will be sent either to the indi- 
vidual resses members, or | 














of na package to 

one address, accordl the subscrib- 

pers for a club shou oe geen sre poe 

office, although in cases wh & port of the 
teachers of a school get their mail matter 


Di 

club, but each school should have its own club, at 

whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 
Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 

additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 

with the club as nally o1 ® subscriber 

pause pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
per. 


The rs for a club, whether goingin a 

one ress, or sent aw pry Oy the rs of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription, 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
omen D which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should iuclude 
both county and state. 

Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription 
such person will oblige the publisher by stati that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
formed last year by 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.—By a new plan 
smaller schools, which, on account of havin 
teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the Bene 

fit of the very | rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school ts less 
twenty, the club rate to such 001 shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied by a statement that the number of copies 
raesen i is not} the ful ber of 





oO than ln 
teachers in the school. This does not mean every 
teacher =e actually be a subscriber, but that fee 
number 0} es 07 must not be less than the 

li number of teachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, a to 


red number. Any number of co) in 
of the required ==> % nay be subser' fot at the 
same Teachers belonging to the sa 


may be counted as ONE in making such a statement % 
the number of teachers in @ school, For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscri; need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

An extra copy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club on this pisn for the smaller schools,” 


copies of any one issue of the to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it! will be sent 
free upon application. 
Ifa more thorough examination of the paper is de- 
than can be had serous receivi specimen 
copies of a single issue, the publisher will send (in a 
—- to one address) any number of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 
Ten , for insta: 


copy. nee, would 
Pighty conte for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E, C., nd The Schoo 


us cost 


Britain fom shiliingo pe Ld ia Th wilt <4 
OKLA D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
P. O. Box 1550, Philadelphia. 





NEW S.S. CARDS. 


VIEWS IN THE HOLY LAND. 
A packet of 12 easel cards, 4} by 5} inches, 


with views of the more prominent scenes in 
Bible Lands, with wild flowers from the same 
country, and appropriate texts. 30 cts. 
CHILDREN OF THE YEAR. 


Twelve fine easel cards, with ideal heads, b 
Miss Lathbury, illustrating the seasons, wi 
carefully selected texts. 30 cts. 

TEXTS AND SYMBOLS. 


A series of most beautifully designed cards 
in 1 agg ER gold, a — and fitting 
sym easel backs to stand 
table. 12 cards. 30 cts. a 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 52 Bromfield St., 
Boston ; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia; 93 
Btate St., Rochester; 153 Wabash Av., Chicago. 


THE LEAF CLUSTER 
FOR 1886. 


It ts the of the LEAF CLusTER 1 
eyes ofthe little people, and to cou Yared oo 





co! norama for the instrac- 
tion of old and young. @ accurate drawing, the 
brilliant coloring, the bold lettering, the cha 
selection of Scripture verses, the directio 
ers and parents, the Whisper So 
to make kod we A op poole a text 
ery. e Lear CLUSTER 
Bethe Fatembations class, where ar a 
Primary grade will be able to enjoy them, ive 
a ag yw ro = or than ~~ y the now 
Price LU 

For the quarter, Hot - STER the year, $4. 

mple sheet sent free to an. idress rece 

request. Address, fy 4 sae 


PHILLIPS & HUNT, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 





. 0 N 
NDAR 1886-50 CTS 
mouhied Of a beautiful 
chromo card, chers and stadents find it a valuab) 
pen ang heen meee ay For sale by all leading book. 
MOOTAMEN ARNOLD: Publiohe 
e 
_ Postage stamps received in payment. haw 





LB ATIONAL PRIMARY UNION's 
BRISTMAS HINTS and list of 
PRIMARY 


Address Frank Hamilton, Terra 


NEW MUSIC FOR XMAS. 


The Prince of Peace. x1. 7S 


R. Lowry. Acareful and ws adjustment 
of —— riate Scripture and Christmas songs, 
the whole Service giving a vivid and stirring 
resentation of the birth of our Lord, and the 
ppy results that flow from His Messianic 
work. As a@ literary, musical and doctrinal 
effort, without fault, easily rendered by any Sun- 
day-school. Previous Services at same price. 


6 cts. each by Mail; $4 per 100 copies by Express. 


Xmas Annee) We. 16,—Entirely new 


and beautifal 
carols by the best authors, furnishing an abun- 
dance of superior songs for any Christmas enter- 
tainment. Previous numbers at same prices. 


Price, 4 cts. each ‘by Mail ; $3 per 100 by Express. 


St. Nicholas.-®” W. H. Doane, Mus, Doc. A 

most entertaining Cantata 

easily rendered. Solos, Duets, Choruses, etc., 0 

great variety and beauty. A delightful evening's 
entertainment. 


26c. each by Mail; $2.40 per doz. copies by Express 


Festival Anthems.~ 2 2. %.22°: 


thems for Christmas and other joyous occasions. 


36 cts. by Mail; $3.60 per doz. by Express. | 


OUR COMPLETE CATALOGUE OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
SENT ON REQUEST. 


BICLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 


4 Brilliant Collections 


OF THE BEST MUSIC, 
AT A MARVELOUSLY LOW PRICE! 


Each one contains 216 large sheet music size pages, 
and from 50 to 70 pieces of music by the best composers. 
Price, 5@ cents each! Mailed for the price and 
postage, or 68 cents each! 


American Song and Chorus Collection. 


68 New and Popular Songs with Choruses. 


American Ballad Collection. 53 of the Best Ballads. 
American Dance Music. Collection 


A large number of the best Waltzes, Polkas, etc. 
American. Piano Music Collection. 

50 very good Piano Pieces. 

FOR CcERiIistTMAS. 

By Rosabel. A truly delightful 


Seton Gift. 
little Cantata for children, with a very pretty story, neat 


m leasing dialogues, and all quite easy enough 
for the voanger children of schools and Sunday-schoo 
Price, 25 cents. $2.40 per dozen. 
of Christmas. A rousing good stirring 
Cantata by Fanny E. Newbery and T. rtin Towne. 
For children, with the assistance of a few adults. Sim- 
ple scenery needed. 


Price, 30 cents. $3.00 per dozen. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 

Send to JOHN C. HAYNES & 00.7 hbsthth Aad 
house of O. Ditson & Co.,) for grand illustrated Cata- 
sages of all Musical Instruments, Strings, and Trim- 


New Christmas Musie, 


THE PROMISED KING. A new Musical and 
Responsive Hxércise. Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents 


WaRD & DRUMMOND’S Christmas Carols. 
0. 7. ; 
ne new pieces. Price, $2.00 per 100; 3 
CHRISTIAS GREETING. A Musical and Re- 
nsive Serv d H. P. 
rice, $8.00 per 100; 4cenis each 
CHILDREN’S MESSIAH. A Musical and Re- 
sponsive Service. By Flora Neely and H. P. Danks. 
ice, $3.00 per 100; 4 cents each. 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS. Nos. 1, 4, 5, and 6. 
$1.00 per hundred each respectively. 
CHRIST CHILD. A Primary Exercise. By 
Mrs, W. F, Crafts. Price, $4.00 per 100, 











A sample of each of above mailed, post; i 
ceipt of 5 cents, . Se 


ARD & DRUMMOND 


116 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK curry 


Christmas Music, (885. 


The Morning Star.—A new service by Asa Hull. 
Price, 5 cents, postpaid ; $4.00 per hun., not postpaid. 

Hull's Christmas Annual.—Six new pieces, 5cts.; 
36 cts. per doz., postpaid ; $2.00 per hun., not postpaid. 

Anntals for 1882, 1883, and 1884 will be kept in 
stock, and orders will be promptly filled. Price same 
as above. For specimen copies of the three, send 10 c. 

Star of Hope.— Responsive service by Froelich, will 
also be kept in stock Le ad igo Price, 5 cents each, 
postpaid ; $4.00 per hundred, not postpaid. 


Music Books. 


Jewels of Praise.—A New and Charming Book for 
Sunday-schools. Size, 192 pages. rice, 35 cents; 
$8.60 per dozen ; $30.00 per hundred. , 

Gem of Gems.—A Standard Sunday-school Music 
Book. Good as new, Price sameas Jewels of Praise.” 





Gospel Praise Beek.— For Gospel Meetings, etc. 
Smaller Edition, 256 pp. $30.00 per hun. ; by mail, 400. 
( ‘om lete Edition, . $40.00 per hun. ; by mail, 50c. 
Word Edition, bds,, $12.50 per hun. Address, 


ASA-HULL, 150 Nassau St., New York. 








* ’ . es 
A full Hall's, Ch ) 
wit line, 's, Charch’s, Hood's, Biglow & Main's, 


nd’s, & Pitt's Carols. Samples 5c. each, 
six for Hall's, Ward & Drummond's, & Biglow & 
M Services Sc. each. Quantity rates quoted in our 
suis? Book Catalogue, fre. Our new 
SeFvice $1.50 per 100, sample free. 

_ Geodenough & Woglom, 122 Nassau St., N. Y. 


The John Church Co Music Publishers, Cincin- 


* nati,O. Send for Catalogue. 


END TO JOHN W. PRITCHARD, 252 
Broadway, N. Y., and get a handsome journal free, 











886, THE LIVING 
| AGE enters upon its forty- 
hird year, having met with con- 
inuous commendation and suc- 


cess. 

‘, WEEKL MAGA- 
ZINE, it gives fifty-two num- 
bers of sixty-four pages each, or 
more than 
Three and a Quarter Thousand 
double-column octavo pages of 
reading-matter yearly. It pre- 
sents in an inexpensive form 
considering its great amount ot 


Littell’s Living Age. 





Tt eed 











matter, with freshness, owing 
to its weekly issue, and with a completeness no- 
where else attempted, 


The best Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, Serial and Short 
Stories, Sketches of Travel and Discovery, Poetry, 
Scientific, Biographical, Historical, and Polit 
Information, from the entire body of Foreign 
Periodical Literature, and from the 
pens of the 


FOREMOST LIVING WRITERS. 


The ablest and most cultivated intellects, 
in every department of Literature, Science, Politics, 
and Art, find expression in the Perietical Litera- 
ture of Europe, and especially of Great Britain. 

The Living Age, forming four large volumes a 
year, furnishes. from the great and generally inac- 
cessible mass of this literature, the only compilation 
that, while within the reach of all, is satisfactory 
in the COMPLETENESS with which it embraces 
whatever is of immediate interest, or of solid, per- 
manent value. 

It is therefore indispensable to every one 
who wishes to keep pace with the events or intellec- 
tual progress of the time, or to cultivate in himself 
or his family general intelligence and literary taste. 

Opinions. 

“Hardly elsewhere in the English lan , and 
certainly in no other written speech, are such treas- 
be found as in Tug Livine 
Acs " — New-York Evangelist. 

“ Nearly the whole world of authors and writers 
appear in it in their best moods, . The reader is kept 
well abreast of the current thought of the age.” — 
Boston Journal. 

“It is not too much to say that with it one com- 
mands the wate Sd ouarens -- ae ag 
and it has never been so br , 80 CO . 
diversified in interest as it fs to-day.” — Boston Trav- 


eller. 

“Jt has now for many years held the first piece 
of all our serial publications. . There is no’ 
noteworthy in science, art, literature, bi phy, 
hilosophy, or religion, that cannot be found in it: 
te contains nearly all the good literature of the 


time.” — The Churchman, New York. 
“it may be truthfully and cordially said that it 
never offers a dry or vaiueless p: "— N.Y. Trib 


5 . Zribune, 
“It enables its readers to kee fully abreast of the 
best thought and literature of civilization.” — Chris- 
tian Advocate, Exsetares. 

**No person who desires to keep pace with the de- 
velopment of modern thought can afford to dispense 
with it.” — American Christian Review, Cincinnatt. 

“ Biography, fiction, science, criticism, bye 

try, travels, whatever men are interested in, 
are found here.” — The Watchman, Boston. 

“Through its pages alone, it is possible to be as 
well informed in current literature as ph the per 
of a long list of monthlies.” — Philadelphia Jnquirer. 

“In fact, a reader needs no more than this one pub- 
lication to keep him well abreast of English peri- 
odical literature.” — Sunday- School Times, Phi 

“ Foremost of the eclectic periodicals.” — New- York 

World. 

“In subscribing for it, our readers will secure more 
for their eal me 4 = ao way — 
we are cognizant.” — Jowa Churchman, . 

* Coming once a week, it gives, while yet fresh, 
the productions of the foremos' BJ on te 
NWN Oise Mondicnth Gat wning. man 
behind the literature of the times who reads Tue 
Livine AGE.” —Zion’s Herald, Boston. 

“ It furnishes a complete compilation of an indis- 
pensable literature.” — Chicago Evening Journal. 

“It saves not only time, but money.” — Pacific 
Churchman, San Francisco. 

“The best publication we know in the world.” — 
Morning Star, Wilmington, N.C. 

Published WEEKLY at $8.00 a year, free of postage. 

ee TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS for the year 
1 . remitting before Jan. lst, the numbers of 
1885 issued after the receipt of their subscriptions, 
will be sent gratis. 


Club-Prices for the best Home and Foreign Literature. 


“Possessed of Tae Livinc Aces and of one or 
other of our vivacious American monthlies, a sub- 
scriber will find himself in command of the whole situ- 
ation.” — Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 

For $10.50, The Living AGE and any one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper’s Weekly or Ba- 
- gar) will be sent for a year, postpaid; or, for $9.50, 

Tue Livine AGE and the St. Nicholas. 

ddress, LITTELL & CO., Boston. 


Little Folks Paper. 


Edited by Mrs. W. F. Crafts, 


Who is so widely known as a successful teacher of lit- 
tle children, whose writings are read in many coun- 
tries, and whose voice is so welcome in conventions. 


PRINTED IN COLORS BY 


American Bank Note Company, New York. 

LITTLE FOLKS’ PAPER will contain during 
the year 104 Pages on the International Les- 
sons, 12 So fer Children, 24 Illustrated 
seven-minute rmons to Children on the 
Birds, Foxes, and Lions of the Bible, by 


UNCLE WILL, V. M., 


(REV. W. F. Crarts,) 


104 beautiful colored pictures, and will be a FRet 
that children will put in their“ TREASURE BO. - 
to keep for rs. 

Price, per year, 75 cents; 5 or more in one wrapper, 
eaeh per year, 0 cents, Send stamp for sample. 


D. R. NIVER, 10 North Pear! St., Albany, N. Y. 


“ The Best Practical Art Magazine” is THE 
ART AMATEUR. Monthly. 32to50large Work- 
ing Designs, Instructions, Criticisms, and Illustrations, 
Home Decoration and Furnishing (Expertadvice free), 
Zetating, Drawing, Carving, Modelling, Engraving, 
Brass Hammering, and Ecclesiastical and other Art 
Needle-work. Numerous Colored Plates by distin cd 
painters. $4ayear. 35c.a no. Specimen, 25c. Mention 
this paper, Montague Marks. 23 Union Square, N.Y. 


f} BOGKIUS, 'i5 ir 
| 8 2 


elGheapest i the 
Threads of Gold. Field Only H 
Bisa Me ay ss 2a oe 
Bis re Ls if ordered before 


an anuary Ist. 
| : SAMPLES Free. 
} Catalog Holiday 
8) -oods mail'd free 


J HM. TOMLINSON, Publisher of 8. S. Records 
¢ 5.5. Cards, etc. Catalogue free. CHICAGO, ILL 


D. L. mooDdy’s FH. Revell Peblish Pcnk ~~ 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


—_—_—@———. 


THE EXAGGERATION OF 
ONE’S OWN ILLS. 
{By Elizabeth Barrett Browning.]} 


We overstate the ills of life, and take 
Imagination, given us to bring down 
The choirs of singing angels overshone 
2 God’s clear glory—down our earth to rake 
The dismal snows instead, flake following flake 
To cover all the corn. We walk upon 
The shadow. of hills.upon a level thrown, 
And pant like climbers.. Near the alderbrake, 
We sigh so loud, the nightingale within 
Refuses to sing aloud as else she would. 
O brother, let us leave the shame and sin 
Of taking vainly in a plaintive mood 
The holy name of Grief!—holy herein 
That by the grief of One came all our good. 





A GOOD WORD FOR DESUL- 
TORY READING. 


[From a speech by the Earl of Iddesleigh at 
Edinburgh.) 


As regards the comparative pléasures 
and advantages of close and desultory 
, study I would liken the one to a journey 
; by railway, the other to a journey-on 
horseback. The railway will take you 
more rapidly to your journey’s end, 
and by its aid you will get over much 
more ground in the day; but you will 
lose the variety of the walk up the hill 
the occasional divergence from the har 
road, and the opportunities for examining 
the country through which you are passing, 
which the horseman enjoys. The business 
man will prefer the train, which will carry 
him quick? to his bank or his warehouse, 
but he will nile many things which the 
other will have seen and profited by, pro- 
vided, of course, that he has made good 
use of his faculty of observation. For it 
is on such a proviso as this that the case 
of the desultory worker really turns. He 
must not be 2 febloane, shuffling out of the 
trouble to which his more methodical 
comrades put themselves. He must have 
an object in view, and he must not allow 
_ himself to lose sight of it. 

We are not to confound desultory work 
with oe = arco oor 6 to the 
origin of words. e word “ tory ” is 
of Latin parentage, and it i ts by 
wne Homans to describe the equestrian 
jum ingectively from one steed to another 
in the circus, or even, as was the case with 
the Numidians, in the midst of battle. 
That certainly was no idle loitering. It 
was energetic activity, calculated to keep 
the mind and the body very much alive. 
Indeed, that should be the spirit of the 
desultory reader. His must no mere 
fingering of books without thought how 
they are to be turned to account. He 
may be wise in not allowing himself to 
become a bookworm, but he must take 
take care not to become what is much 
worse—a book butterfly. Whatever is 
worth doing is worth doing well, and it 
is possible so to regulate and pursue a 
seemingly desultory course of reading as 
to render it more truly beneficial than an 
epravenity deeper and severer method of 
study. 

This world of ours is an old world, full 
of the works and records of many genera- 
tions. We are in daily contact with the 
———— of the past, with traces here 
and remains there which attract our atten- 
tion, either for their intrinsic beauty or 
utility, or as indications of the manners 
and habits of mankind in former ages. 
Among these records assuredly there are 
none which are of greater interest or of 
higher value than the records, mere frag- 
ments though they may often be, of 
human history and human thought which 
are to be found in books. The poet tells 
us how we may so read the great book of 
nature that we may find in the trees, the 
stones, the running brooks, lessons which 
may profit as much as sermons. But 
while cordially accepting this teaching, 
we may observe that the trees and the 
brooks would hardly convey all those 
useful lessons to us if we had nota con- 
siderable knowledge of books to begin 
| with. The lover of nature will find much 
revealed to him which the mere book- 
| worm will wholly fail to notice; but, on 

the other hand, a well-read man who can 
apply the teaching of his books to the 
objects which he has around him will 
| profit far more than his illiterate com- 
panion. Ido not, however, desire to dwell 
on what may be considered little more 
than a truism. What I wish to point out 
to you is that so great is the mass of our 
book heritage that it is absolutely impossi- 
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ble for an one on doubly impossible 
for us, me a other engagements 
in life, to ee himself ‘acquainted with 
the hundredth part of it. So that our 
choice lies. for the most. part between 
paren ae of much that we would greatly 

to know, and that kind of acquaintance 
which is to be acquired only by desultory 
pnane. 
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Willcox & Gibbs S. M. Co., 658 Broadway, W. ¥, | 


Philade’ ‘phia, | Cor, ¢ hestnut and 15th Streets. 


JOHNSTON’S FLUID 


Used by the Army and Navy or BI vw. ss. 
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The Rev. Drv JAMES A. WORDEN, Secretary of S. S. Work, 


1334 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
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“A Model Superintendent.” 
it. The following notices show in what esteem 


From The Inter-Ocean, Chicago. 
“A most valuable book. It is replete in just such 
fons as the Sunday-school worker needs. Itis 
ee J, and in ie iene senge— 
& most valuable acquisition in 


From The Bxaminer and Chronicle, New York, 

S naan hardly know of a volume waich so ph ey 
and so a novice to the meth 
of work that have been introduced by that sanctified 
comumon sense W ith which Mr. Haven was liberally 
endowed.” 


From The New York Observer. 


“ He was indeed a model such. {e exhibits his and this 
book tells how he became gzhnus his methods 
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volume will be widely 2” 
From The Hartford Courant. 
“The volume is ewe A written in excellent, forci- 
ble lish, ont with a d that engages ane 
holds the e from nnin 
end... .. The story is one thai wilh be of great serv do 
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the wide perusal it dese 





rves.’ 
From The Westminster Teacher ( 
“ We know not where there is a volume better worth 
the tendents of our schoo 





A ment of what a superintendent 
ought to be yey: but the exhibition peeeotrananpes. 
tin life is better .... Others than superin- 

oa wilt be helped by this book. We commend 


tendents 
tenden lb beiped, one worth owning and study- 








“A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT.” 


A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. Haven, of the International Lesson Committee, b 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor of The Sunday School Times. Price, bound in cloth, wit 


superintendent, or teacher can hardly get for himself a more helpful book than 
It shows just what a wise superintendent did, and just how he did 


the book is held by those who have reviewed it. 


From The New York Tribune. 

*“ His methods of working, which were 0 nal and 
effective, are minutely described by Mr. Trumbull, 
affording a Mew ot guide to the teacher,as well as 
an example of rar yA et sense and devoted energy 
applied to the cause of religious instruction.” 


rom The Congregationalist, Boston. 

“The book ought to be in every Sabbath-schoo: 
library, while, ifsome means could be devised by which 
deacons and other geomet laymen in generalcould 
nveeny digest it, the effect could not fail of being ex 
pecially happy and favorable to all good.” 


From The Baptist Teacher, Philadelphia. 
“Mr. Haven was a man of activity and power in 
oars y Talations, but he is especially presented in his 
De wenn ntendent. This view inakes h his biogra- 
phy of v ue —— workers, and 
all Christian men. 
From Our Bible Teacher, Dayton, O. ( United Brethren) 
“ Ttis notaspeculative disquisition on whataSunday- 
school superintendent ought to be, but the story of 
what anearnest, devoted superintendent actually was. 
Tt is written in a compact but warm style, and is rich in 


every page with valuable suggestion to superinten- 
dents and teachers.” 


From The Evening Transcript, Boston. 

“The volume might with great propriety be mace a 
hand-book by all Sunday-school teachers and superin- 
tendents. In fact there is no person in any condition 
in life, or any community, who could not find prece 
for his guidance, and ground for his yr ee ee in 
the labors and successes of this most faithful and effec 
tive toiller in an excellent and worthy cause.” 
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THE INVALUABLE DOMESTIO REMEDY! 
PHENOL SODIQUE. 


Proprietors : HANCE BROTHERS & WHITE, Philadelphia, 

Tnvaluable as an astringent and styptic applica- 
tion in HEMORRHAGES, as after EXTRACTION 
of TEETH, and to prevent sub of 
the gums; as a wash for the mouth, in cases of 
DISEASED GUMS or APHTHOUS conditions, or to 
DISENFECT an OFFENSIVE BREATH ; as a gar- 
gle in THROAT AFFECTIONS, SCARLATINA, 
DIPHTHERIA; as an application in PARASITIC 
AFFEOTIONS and ERUPTIVE DISEASES. 

Por Sale by CRADE nk Cent Neaan Dealers. 
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Not ovr stimulating 


but highly nutritious. 
A perfect food for sick and well 
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The Homeopathic Pharmacies 


of ( RORRICH & TAFEL are located as follows : 
a 1011 Arch and 103 Walnut Streets, | 
York, 145 Grand 


Baltimore, 135 West Fayette Street. 
Washington, 938 F Street, N. W. 
Business established in 31835. The oldest 
Homeopathic Medicine House in the U.S. 


GETTYSBURG KATALYSINE WATER for Kheumativm and Kid- 
wey Diseases. Getty: burg Spring ( 6. Getty- hare and Philad’s, 


JAPANESE PAPER ‘WARE. 


Articles of papetior quality for Household Uses, 
Hospitals and Asylums. Being the original manu- 

“turers, our g S are well known to the trade, and 
always preferred by the public. Address, 


JENNINCS BROTHERS, 


FAIRFIELD, CONN. 
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Walnut St.), will re-open at 2106 Spruce Street, Sept. 24. 


West Chestnut Street Institute, 2...0,) n° 
Y oun aeie anes IAttle Gig | Tulrenndh fox ~ 
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TO HOUSEKEEPERS 


There are good reasons why we are 
now selling so many carpets. Some of 
them are: 


BECAUSE our stock is the largest— 

BECAUSE our prices are too low for 
the qualities offered— 

BECAUSE our goods are fresh—arriv- 
ing daily from our mills; are of 
newest patterns and latest color- 
ings— 

BECAUSE, although manufacturers, 
we retail; and it is in our power 
to offer greater inducements in 
prices— 

BECAUSE we always have something 
to show in the way of Special Bar- 

| gains—we mean Real Bargains— 

BECAUSE our salesmen are polite and 
attentive, and do not misrepresent. 








Now we claim these great advantages 
as our own personal and exclusive prop- 
erty. _We urge and invite every retail 
carpet buyer to call, purchase, and re- 
ceive the benefit therefrom. 


J. & J. DOBSON, 


MANUFACTURERS, 


809 PHILADELPHIA Ol 


The Elixir of Love. 


New Etching by Mac 
Beth. 


STEPPING STONES, 
By Francis Jones. 


seneuy BEAUTIES. 
A fine engraving of 
these beautiful ow. 
and many other fi 
ede” | ort a al 
PAINTINGS, MIRRORS, PICTURE FRAMES of all 
| kinds, CARD’ and CABINET FR. 5 
All the ROGERS ahiseewrei 
EASELS—Ebonized, Brass, Bamboo, Mahogany, etc. 
Paintings cleaned and restored. 


JAMES S. EARLE & SONS, 


816 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
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56,000 CURIOSITIES OF THE BIBLE, 
Pertaining to , Places and Things. §1.75. 
Introduction by J. H, VINCENT, D.D. 

The new PARLOR RP tn “RACES TO THE 







Wuire House,” Quartett, Pyramins, the new way 
AvuTHoRs, Muceins, ete. ' All on 60 cards, 25 cts. 


E. B. TREAT, 771 Broadway, New York. 





are re trustwort by. Should, hi however, an ady ertisement ofa 


vers any money that they lese thereby. ay Saye Gees © be inadvertently incerted, 











